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Methow Eeport for May by the
MAZAMA COUNTRY INN

-
Sl

Hiking: With the heavy snow pack Cedar Falls will be awesome (easy);
Driveway Butte is switchbacks but the flowers will be worth it.

Mountain Biking: Methow Community Trail follows the river in the valley

{easy); Cedar Falls is a single track to falls (intermediate); Buck Mountain is a
single track loop with great views (difficult).

Paddling: Caution—Methow River could have high water; guided raft trips
{floats and whitewater) begin this month.

For more information call the Mazama Country Inn at 800-843-7851 or c-mail us at
mazamai@methow.com. Check out our web site at www . mazama-inn.com

Outdoor
Recreation

Information Centex

222 Yala Ave (second floor of the REI building)
Seattle WA 28174 208-470-4080

books. maps,
and information

THINK SPRING

QUEST STARLIGHT 2-PERSON DOME
FULL FLY WITH VESTIBULE
WEIGHT 4 LBS 4 0Z
REGULAR $220—SALE $129.95

WHILE THEY LAST

TENTS FROM 1 MAN TO 10 BAN

OHESPORT "MORAINE" BOOTS
REG §185—SALE %110
COMFPLETE CLIMBING SHOP

GANDER MOUNTAIN
S800 CUMN INTERNAL FRAME PACK
REG 5240 SALE $149.95

COMPLETE CLIMBING SHOP

REP\ AY
NOW IN OUR 14th YEAR!|
NEW=-USED-SECONDS

*CONSIGNMENTS *

5421 196th Sireat SW
Lynnwood WA Q806
206.775-4088

FREE CATALOG

I BACKCOUNTRY NOTES
BACKPACKERS PANTRY
HARVEST FOODS Pen-and-ink notecards by Ann
MOUNTAIN HOUSE

RICHMOOR/NATURAL HIGH
TRAVELING LIGHT
VOYAGEUR TRAILS

Marshall. Blank inside. Envelopes
included. Eight different designs.

CHAMY SNACKS & MEALS

BAKEPACKER ¢ POUCHMATE \ B

LITE-ANCHOR <+ SQWINCHER
PACK LINERS
MILKMAN MILK
BULK ITEMS

NEW IN “97"
BOYD <+ MUD COFFEE
GRIZZLY GEAR < CAMPSUDS
PUR < NO RINSE

THE CAMPERS PANTRY

PO BOX 293
FARMINGTON MN 55024-0293
(612)463-3765 1-800-726-8796

UPS & PRIORITY SHIP

Send $7.50 fora set of 8
cards (includes tax and
shipping);
Backcountry Motes
FO Box 1063
Port Orchard WA 98366
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LETTFRS tO the EDITOR This s an open forum and does not nacessaily

express the opinions of the publishers

HIGH POINTS

“The Summit”™ is a recent develop-
ment atop | 140-foot Mrs. Farmer's
Last Mountain (see Afay, poge ¥) Since
it was scalped, but not before, there has
been a real money-maker of a view,

Immediately across Coal Creck is the
ridge formerly known as Mowwt Trash-
maore, wtilizing the generic mine in-
vented by an eastern city for the garbage
dump it heaped up, then planted in
grass, and made a park.

A better niune, now, would be
Microsoftic Ridge, or perhaps Mount
Oki-Doki, for the billionaire who bought
the new city of Newcastle ... . Bevond
that eminence, across China Creek, is
Marshall’s Hill, which settlers in May
Vallew were calling it for @ century be-
fore Harvey Manning ever conguered
its 1125-fool summit,

Sull farther beyond, across Cedar
River, is the 8Y4-fool eminence of Echo
Mountain, the centerpicce of Lake De-
sirg-Spring Lake (King County) Re-
gional Wildland Park. See papes 124-
126 of Walks and Hikes in the Foothills
anted Lowlands Arcund Pugel Sound,

I omitted mcntion of the traillead de-
scribed by John Roper in the By 1997
issue of PEP for two reasons. One, all
the trail accesses to the park except
the one T describe (which is NOT on a
“jeep track;” the only vehicles allowed
are those which service the water reser-
voir serving Lake Desire homes) are
questionable due 1o privale property is-
SUES.

Second, this park is an eco-jewel.
precions and fragile, and cannol with-
stand the wrong sort of usage. The
master plan is dealing with this bui
unlil certain spols are “hardencd”™ visi-
tors should not be excessively enerpet-
ic. Walk softly.

[f it"s heavy exercise that’s wanted.
and big views, 3280-foor McDonald
Point is the proper choice. Sce pages
160-161 of Walky and Hikes.

(By the way, I don’™t really know what
a " 200-Toat-prominent peak™ iv. How-
ever, if “closest to Bellevue and Se-
attle™ is a criterion. West Tiger | riscs
to 2548 feet, which 1 make 1o be 2500
feet above the trailhead at High Point,)

By the by, T almaost take vibrage al
“... is referred 1o as ‘Mount McDonaid
in Footsare § " and *... what Harvey
Manning calls ‘Marshall Hill™.., |
sense this is a polite way of saving

“aka.” aod §odo wot thank either of
these peaks ever has been on the police
blotter.

Harvey Manning
Bellevue, Washington

John's reponse o Harvey's letter
follows:

POLICE BLOTTER?

(17 Prominence 15 the munber of foet
a sl nises above the pass that con-
nects it with the next ligher peak,

West Tiger | (2948 [oet) has 848 feet
of prominence over the 2 L0i-feet
saddle leading 1o Tiger Mountain
oo feet), which meidemtally is 1664
et above Tiger Summit {13404),

Fattlesnake 18 te closcest 2000-foo
prominence peak to Seattle.

(2) Oki-Daoki, 's Marshali’s (not
Marshally Hill, aond MceDaonald Point
Coot hWowntaim) s 3280+ fect, but
chesk out Footsore s map, he sd
palitely.

1 Where did the mune “Echo
Mounun”™ (8754 fect on current maps)
come from’ I like il These twin suin-
[0ELS e mirror LIRS,

lohn Roper
Bellevue Washingion

ECHO MOUNTAIN

After reading Jolin Roper’s report in
the My issue (page 9) 1 wanted to
identily for him the mountain he climb-
cd. 1 have been leading hikes in the
Fong County Lake Desire-Spring Lake
Open Spuce for the Issacgquah Alps
Trails Club for 6 years, Echo Moun-
Lan is the mame of the wost western of
the two humps, Maybe John can pro-
pose Young Desire Tor ils twin,

King County Parks has just finished
a Master Plan Tor the 371 acres and im-
proved trails will be the result, . A
umgue area i the Open Space is the
bog/fen which now has restricted ac-
goss beonuse of its fragile nature.

Raised wialkways have been proposed
in the pew plan which would give pe-
destrian (rallie o chance o see the in-
teresting Mo including sundew, cran-
berry. bog laurel and labrador tea,

The 70 acres were purchased in 1993
by King County 1o save it from being
developed into witerTront lots.

The summit of Echo Mountzin also
hias a very mferesting and diverse plae
colony including chocakite and fiwn
lily, sea blush and monkey lower
Harvey Manning has o description of
this hike in his book H'afks and Hikes
in the Foothills and Fowlands (1995)

[ read Jobn Roper’s article on the
Elob Peaks in Signpost (1992} and
have wanted o thank ham for poiiang
me toward Sugarloal Mountain, which
is now logped and has a 360 degree
view as of 1995, He should try it again.

[ liwve been a subseriber to your
magazing since 1 arrived here 17 vears
ago, and want (o ke tus opportaniy
to let you know how much 1 b
learued from others who write and fo
thank vou for kecping the hiking con-
munity informed on all issues

Betty Culben
Maple Valley., Washingion

NEW FEES

Tlie Forest Service plans v [olorge!
the hiking public for walkino shmaply
walking!) througl our can Satonal
Forests (April, page 26, Moo rese [T

1t°s like putting up a toll Booilom
vour own driveway and clursoe von o
exit and enter,

This is the clinax ol @ cenitry of
selling OUR trees for pennies vl
OUR consent and then using £80H s
money 1o build reads that the focemg

companies shoold have budly oo the
want o charge US becnuse thics didnl
mike cnough revene!

We could raise a protest bk [suspo
it wouledn't be enough, Certanly we
hikers need (o band togethcr aod spoak
wilh a waited voice,

Mavbe it would be better to aceep
the change and expect upgrades like
betler trail maintenance and an end o
clearcutting on public Linds, I wonld
be worth it il il caused the Forest See-
vice 1o respond Lo the public (as v
originally imended) instend of just the
resource extrclorns,

Jum Miller
Portland, Oregon
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INTRODUCTION

See "How to be a Pack & Paddle contributor” on page 3. All
readers 2re encouraged to caniribute to Backcountry News.
Irfpemation that is particularly helpful includes: distance &
evatan Jain, condition of trail or route, hazards such as tdal
Lurrents, rockfall, avalanche danger, washouts, bees’ nesls,

etz and pleasant or fun things you encountered.

Space is hmited; we may have (o cut your report o fit
available space. Typing is not necessary; we can read just
abaul anyone's handwriting. We're interested in ALL trips,

easy and hard, ordinary and exalic,
Wil use e foliowing symbols te help yvou plan
your Irips

wl-trail and cross-counliy travel.
-—Hiking, backpacking on frails.

—Canoeing, kayaking and water trips.

#k>F

—Clmbing, scrambling, mountaineering,

~-Snowshoeing and cress-country skiing
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GEMERAL CONDITIONS—Tlie
snow 15 melling. Slowly. Expect road
and trail damage from winter storins.

PENINSULA

(
L\Fﬁ.ﬂm;\--ﬁ

‘1 ki
CHympus tas
Vo b
N
FERMITS AND FEES—A $1 per car
por day parking [ee is inellect at Lake
Chectie.
A $3 pormit is required for overnight
sis e Lthe Park, In addition, a $2 per
paisan per nigli Tee is charged,

BEACH FIRE BAN 3
campfire closure will be ain efTect begin-
ning May | from Wedding Rocks 1o
Y¥ellow Banks. The closed arca will be
signed at both ends and af trailhends,
Olympic National Park tells us the
closure is to enhance the reslortion
efforts underway at Sand Poindl. The

|  BACKCOUNTRY NEWS

| DEADLINE: June 21

Subrt your tral reports by this

date for the nex! issue. [Deadine for
| other departments iz eamier; check
! witty us for detais

N, LR ———

ban will be in place for Miree vears
(Lhis is temporary™) and will apply
vear-round.

3. HURRICANE HILL LOOK-

B QUT TRAIL (Olumpic Nail
Park: USNGN Hurricane SHlD—We et
Aberdeen at Tam and arrived 3l Por
Angeles ranger station at (30, Allow
voursell some time to eujoy this place.
Don and Al both bouglt vearly passcs
(8203 for Olympic National Park.

The road up to Hurricane Ridpe Visi-
tor Cender (another place 1o allow your-
seli’ somie time) is winding, has tliree
tunnels to drive through and is lree of
stiow. We siw two deer,

Our snowshoc hike was done at times
in hurricane winds. ice pellets, snow,
roin sprinkles, an oceasional sunbeinm,
and dark menacing clouds.

When the wind was gone the quict
solitude of being surrounded by all the
snow was breathtaking. The cornices
were especially evecatching,

We shared part of the traul with
crass-country skiers, The snow softened
considerably on our return trip,

The lookout is gone; just o concrele
step is lefi. The fog allowed us only
glimpses of the Bailey Range, the Strans,
and the inner peaks of the Olympics,

It was the first time Al Peggy (her
first snowshoe hike) and 1 had ever
been 1o this place. Though we were all
tired (6 miles round trip) we decided it
was a lol of fun and would remember
this for years 1o come. We stopped al
the Hungry Bear for dinner. —Don
Abbott, Kerry Gilles, Al Gregory,
Peggy Lynch, 419,

NORTH FORK QUINAULT

(M vmipie Nadl Park: USGS
Hunckh Lk Mt Hogquiam)—A 14-milc
round trip with elevations from 520
fect to 1088 feetl.

Dron and 1 had not been out back-
packing for six months {(we missed our
annual winter ouling), so we took the
first opportunity we both had and
headed for an old favorite, Elip Creck,
on the Morth Fork Quinaolt.

The South Shore Road. which had
been washed away. is now open and
very impressive, We had the good luck
of seeing Etk too numerous Lo count on
the drve in. The North Fork Quinaait
River has changed its course, taking
nuiny trees witl it

There were six cars af the trailbead,
but we saw only one tent as we hiked to
Elip Creek. There are small branches,
twigs and such on the tral. Three big
blowdowns cause vou to fight through
them, or detour up around them. It was
a good feeling 1o be out again listening
to the birds tweetering and chirping
their songs, seeing the chipmunks scur-
rving around the trecs and even smell-
ing the abundant skunk cabbage!

Wild Rose Creek (the log crossing is
gone), the widest, was the only one
where we managed to get our feet wet.

Elip Creck (that log bridge is gone)
looks like o stick of dynamite was
thrown in the middle of the camp-
ground, Numerous campsites are gone
due to the river. A trail crew has their
tenl set up here and is working on the
trail. They, however, were not there
while we were,

They put in a new oul-house {the
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can't-shut-the-door-bocanse-vour-
knees-are-in-rhe-way kind) wilh see-
through slits,

We made camp down at the end,
close to where the creek micets the
river. Celting fireweod was not 3 prob-
lem! Sitting on the rocks, with the
warmth of the sun, we both nodded off.

We hiked up 1o see the now-gone
Kimta Creek bridge. There is all kinds
of work crew equipment on the trail,
and red flags warning of the danger.
The rain beld ol until we got back to
our truck.—Kerry Gilles & Don
Abbott, 4/12-13,

BLAKE ISLAND (Niaie park;

bbb )44 15449)—A circume
navigation of Blake Island was the goal
of tlus short Saturday paddle, Lesley
and 1 launched from Manchester rump
(see Middle Puget Sound & Hood Ca-
nal Afoet & Aflvat Tor directions) just
before 11:30 and headed across to the
northwest tip of the island.

1 was practicing mavigation skills so
nuuntaimed a course based on a prede-
termined compass heading—adjusted o

¥ o
A field of I_.'.U'Dbﬁ flowers {Tn:n'hus laxus}) and false hah‘sbara {'h-"erv
alrum viride); Ofympic Nalional Park.

couple of degrees to account for the pre-
dicled cbb currzil.

The crossing is about 1'% nautical
miles, and we arrived a little to the
north of the spot [ had been shooting for.
There was little evidence of current dur-
g the main part of the crossing, but
close to the island we could see it mov-
ing along close to shore. | apparently
didn’t adjust enough in my compass
bearing to tatally account for it.

We landed on the north side of the tip
and checked out the Cascadia Maring
Trail campsite, I thought that it had
been moved, but it was still it the same
spot that it always has been. It really is
# nice location if i0°s not windy,

Back in our kayaks, we headed around
e nerth side of the island and made 2
brief stop at the Tillicum Village boat
basin, A couple of sight secing boats
were in making the Village a busy place,

O the water again, we ronnded the
end of the island, Today was a day of
pinus tides, and I was surprised how
far the waler was cul. Lesley needed to
be back at o sel time so we picked up
our pace as we headed south.

Don Paulson

The current predictions showed the
current swilching 1o a flood abowt tle
time we rounded the south end of the
island so I expected we wonld meet
some currenl resistance.

Much to my surprise the current was
not only still ebbing but was moving at
a fair rate as evidenced by the waler ac-
tion arcund the mooring buoys there.
We had a pretty good ride for a wavs
up the west shore.

When our free ride ran out we set a
course back to Manchester. Southerly
winds had started to pick up making
for some wave action part way through
the crossing—quite a contrast to the
calm paddle we had on the way over to
the island.

Back at Manchester we had just
enough time to do an assisied rescue
practice before loading up and heading
home, —LGM, Port Crehard, 4426,

bbb SOUTHWORTH TO MAN-
CHESTER (V&L f5d8d9—

Ten of us in six single sea kivaks and
two doubles set out for this just-under-
4-mile paddle on a Tuesday cvening,
Afler setting up a car shuttle, we
Launched at the road end just 1o the
north of the Southworth ferny ternminal

The wind was blowing from the
souh and west in the range of 1D o 20
knots so we kept close to the shorcline
of the Kilsap Peninsula nsing e land
1o shelter us, Except for a short dis-
tance after rounding the poir
Harper we felt very Little efTe from
the wind. Farther outl, though, the wind
Wils errmf_.: np ‘.'I-l]llll."L-H.'l:- HELT TR

Al the west end of Yukon Hirbor
several of us entered the mouth of
Curley Creek lo explore, After the war-
row moutl, the creck OPENS into it W icle
shallow pond, then afier a shoen dis-
tance necks down 1o a width of abonl
25 feel. The waterway at this poind has
head-high grass on both sides. The
feeling is of imanediate remotenass

Kingfishers, ducks, herons and
lots of other birds call this arca home
Debris blocks the channel afier o
while so exploration is limited.

A ittle under 2 hours aller setting
outl, we were ashore again al our 1 k-
out at the Manchester boul rimp. Ex-
cept for Curley Creck this is ivpical
urban paddling witl the shoreline dot-
ted with homes, bt it docs make fog
an enjoyable paddie --LGA. Ponl Or-
chard, 5/6.

QUINAULT YALLEY

{CHvnpic Netl Pack; USGS LE
Chuinandt, Mt Christic) —The weather
was clearing as | drove inlo Aberdeen,
and the stars were shinimg with an un-
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fettered brilliance as 1 headed vorth 1o
Humptulips,

I saw the smudge of The Comet near
the northwest horizon, so I momen-
tarily turned out mmy headlighis. That
Comet was radiant with a brigliness 1
had not seen in the past month! 1 de-
cided to pitch my tent in the “Pleisto-
cene Bog™ (May, page 5) 1o get a nice
loak at the spectacle anud the timeless
sphagnum ecosystem.

[ sloshed through the edge of the
water and found the “island”™ of raised
ground which harbored the only living
trecs in the bog, I turned out my head-
lamp and was overwhelmed by the
Comiet, ils anterior wake stresming red
and green charged ions through the
vicuwm. [ made the appropriate excla-
mations as | periodically glanced up
while pitching my tem

The next morning | carried my stuff
back to the car and headed for the
Ozt [ decided 1o go up the road
towvard Graves Creck Cianpgromd
from the locked gate at the bridge. |
only ot about o mile up the road when
the read erow boys told me 1w “hop in”
for a ride to po get my car, They had
decided 10 open the road!

| parked at the traflbead and headed
for the “Mats™ about Va-mile up the road
from the Graves Creek bridge, Thisisa
wonderful area of old growth Douglus-
firs, some of them approaching 12 fect
in diameter!

Il you cruise over {o the creek bed
about Va=mile to the right (soutl) of the
road. vou will encounter a very large
old growtl area with many huge firs
and some spruce, all evenly spaced sur-
vivers of a fire about 600 vears ago.

The creck itsell is nearly a living Fin-
tasy of little waterlalls and pools. The
matidenhair ferns and other growth are
astonishing on this carly spring day. |
hiked farther up the road o within Y-
mile of the end of tle old road.

Il vou lock to the lell (norh) here,
you will notice a sharp crest with a
notch about 100 feet above the road.
Drrop steeply beyond this notch abowt
400 feet down to the river and a very
nice lunch spot by o deep green canvon
pool. There 15 a spectaculur siep in the
riverbed just upstream, and the river
roars over this step with mighly power.

| hiked through the spring growth to
e Pony Bridge. The canyon walls are
sprouting, | decided 1o take a second
lunch on the sunny rocks just down-
stream from the bridge. This was a
starting point of a wade down the can-
von | took wmany vears ago, Even in the
tow water ol Seplewber 1963, it was
more of a scwi-controlled swim than a
wade!

Put "er in low gear and hiked back to
the car. The sun was streaming beauti-
Tully through the timber and lighting
up the moss. At the campground, [ took
@ tour along the nature trail loop. The
deer were pretty tune, and 1 got within
ten feet of them!

The hillside across the river was
dusted with snow above 3000 feet. The
coltonwoods were particularly fragrant,
and the vellow folinge counterpointed
the deep green of the conifer forest,
—Larry Smith, Port Orchard, 5/1-2.

Note: The *Pleistocene Bog” is 3
miles north of Humplulips, not 5 miles
gouth as previously mentioned in last
month’s Pack & Paddle,

prevs GIG HARBOR TO BLAKE
ISLAND jstate park; N(344
{8449)—The newly formed Gig Harbor
Kayak Club had its [irsi overnight
kavak camping trip.

Four of us put in ad the Gig Harbor
boat Lanch, packed our boats, and were
on the water at 8; 15, 1t was bright over-
cast when we left an (the cbb tide with
the very light south wind behind us,
and we made it o Olalla in just under
twvo hours. We stopped for a break and
also to pick up ancther two paddlers.

Tlen it was on to Blake Island. Celvos
Passuge was near perfect paddling and
as good as Colvos gels. We paddled o
the camping area at the north end of
Blake, where we were met by another of
our group who lad paddled over the
pight belore alter leaving his car at
Southwarth,

We ligured we paddled 16 miles
from Gig Harbor, and arrived at our
destination at 12:45. There were o
number of campers here and quite a
few boats tied 1o the buoys, as the ma-
it wis almost full.

We set up camp and hiked to the
south end, checked out the Cascadia
harine Trul campsile, and hiked back,
We flew kites and prepared dinner as
the weather changed. That evening the
wind did a 180-degree switch and
howled and the min hanmumered as we
cach hunkered down in our soggy tents.

The next worning dawned cold and
wel, bul semi-bright and we lndn’t been
blown (o Or. We cooked our breakfasts
and pucked up, did a trip around the is-
land. and set off for Southwortll, where
we were picked up.

A good shinke-down warme-up for
wiore kavak camping Lrips.—J. Berlin,
Gig Harbor, 4/26-27,

“ MOUNT ELLINOR (At Sko-
komish Wilderness: {805 Mt

Washington)—Joined 10 others under

the guidance of Serendipitous Sam for

an annual spring ascent of Mount
Ellinor and the Great Glissade, This is
an annual event for literally thousands,

Road snowblocked at the lower trail-
head. To the npper trailhead in about
50 minutes by way of the read and
clearcut in light rain. From the upper
traillicad to the summit in about 2%
hours. Whiteout conditions from the
base of the chute on.

At the brief summit stop (lefl to make
roon for the next party of pilgrims) one
had the feeling that a compass would
indicate due south in every direction.

About two fect of heavy wel new
snow in the chute, Glissades were slow,
bumpy, and limited to the few very
steep pitchies. Two hours, summit to
lower trailhead. —Paul G, Schaufler,
Olympia, 5/4.

GRAY WOLF RIVER-—Slides aver
trail at 4 and 4.5 miles, Trees down,

Footlog at Slab Camp is out—Ranger,
575,

NORTH FORK SKOKOMISH—
Trail hias been cleared of debris to 4
miles. Snow begins beyond Big Log —
Ranger, 5/5.

GREEN TRAILS
PAAZRS
Explore your world
in 15 minutes

OME OF THE TEN
ESSENTIALS FOR:

Hikers
Climbers
Thinkers
Kavakers

Mountain Bikers
Dreamers
Canoeists
i Skiers

Coaers

Find Green Trails Maps at
the best outdoor, sporting
goods, book, and map
stores throughout the
Pacific Northwest,

Call 1-800-762-MAPS
“for the store nearest you.
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FLAPJACK LAKES—Snow bevond
Madeline Creek: 4 feet deep at the lukes,
Reservations available {nol required,
but recommended) beginning Memaorial
Day weekend: phone 300-452-0300.
Limit of 30/uight —Ranger, 5/5.

DOSEWALLIPS—Gale is OPEN al
the park boundary. Main Fork trail is
snowlree to Slide Creek

The High Bridge on the West Fork
trail that has been closed for repairs
for a long time HTLL BE OFPEN by
Memorial Day weckend, savs the
ranger. The repair and closure of this
bridge has stopped cross-Olympic tral-
fic over Anderson Pass for more than a
year, —Ranger, 5/15,

ELWHA—Trail is snowlree to Buck-
mghorse Creck, but has oaly been main-
taned as far as Marvs Falls, A crew is
working out there now, so the trail im-
proves by the doy —Ranger, 5/15.

S50L DUC—The bridge over Sol Duc
falls at | oaile from e trilles:d is being
rephiced, Trul will be open only to the
bridge until repair is complete, prob-
ably sometime in July, —Ranger, 5/15.

LENA LAKE—Trail has been main-
Lained and is snowfree. Lake is thawed.
Ranger, 5/15.

OLYMPIC HOT SPRINGS—Road is
now re-opened. 2%%-mile Like into hot
springs.—Ranger, 5/15,

HOH-—Trul 15 suewlree to Elk Lake.

Drovened trees bave been cleared out (o

L1 miles. Trail is drying, Martin Creek
bridec is oul.—Ranger, 5/15,

QUINAULT, NORTH FORK—The
Kimta Creek bondge 15 out, The trail is
closed beyond Francis Creek until the
bridge is replaced later this summer.
The Stalding Creek and Three Prunc

Taking a break at nghfn.'r*g Cree.f: on Ross Lake North Casc‘ades Nafional Park.

Lee McKees

Creck bridges arc alse scheduled for re-
placement in the fall ——Ranger, 3705

DUNGENESS SPIT—Now regulations
Lave arrived, Basically, hikers can walk
the strait-side of the spit vear-round.
But the inside is closed to walkers 5715
to W15 beyond the first Ye-mile,

For paddiers, the wilers are open
from 5/15 to 9/30 outside a 100-yard
buffer from shore. The anly place kay-
aks or canoes can Land is at a designat-
ed spot near the lighthouse. 1t is mark-
ed by signs and reservations are requir-
ed to land! Call the Coastal Reluge of-
fice in Sequim to obtain rescrvalions;
J60-457-8451 —5/10

oy 15
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land at Young County Park, quickly
paddle counterclockwise around the
nertl end of Guemes to catch the lust
of the ebb current in Bellinghan Chan-
nel, then ride the flood through Guemes
Channel and continue back to the
launch point.

It didn’t work because as our group
of 11 kayaks started down Bellingham
Clunnel, we encountered, to our sur-
prise. the start of the flood current in-
sicad of the last of the ebb.

Ratlier than conlinue, we formed
Plan B. That plan was to turn around,
paddle back around Clark Point on the
north end of Guemes, and continue
down the cast side of Guemes via Jack
Island 1o Saddlchag Island for hunch,
then return to the launch paint. That
didn’t work, either, because as we
ronnded Clark Point, we found our-
selves paddling into sustained 10 knot
winds with accompanying waves.

The prospect of doing that for several
wiiles wasn 't appealing, so Plan C was
guickly formed which was to land on
Jack Island for lunch, then call it a day
and paddle back to the launch point

Plan C worked! After fighting wind
and waves [or a mile, our group of now
9 kavaks (iwo called it a day early)
made it 1o Jack and found a small Lind-
ing spol among the rocky shoreline on
the southwest end of the island to pull
oul on, Jack is part of the Nature Con-
serviney and a sign asks visilors 1o re-
spect the wishes of that group when
visiting the island.

Dark clouds brought a rain shower
which also brouglt an end 1o lunch.
Back in the kayaks our group leader
sugpested we circle simall Jack Island
so that we could say we had circum-
navigated at least one island on this
paddle. That done, we headed back to
Young County Park which is due west
of Jack. The winds had died down cou-
siderably making for a wiuch more
pleasand crossing,

To visit Guemes Island, you need to
take the San Juan County ferry from
Anacories. The crossing takes 5 min-
utes and costs $6.25 round wrip for car
and driver (55,25 Qctober through
April) and $1.25 for a passenger. The
ferry runs basically on the hour, with
additional runs on the half hour on
weekdays during commute hours, For
more information, call 3646-336-9400,

On Guemes are three road-ends on
the west and southwest sides of the is-
land where yvou can Lunch, but there
is very limited parking and no restroom
Cacilitics, Young County Park on the
northeast end has parking for a number
of cars, picnic facilities, and a porta-
pollty. Sec North Puget Sound Afoat

o Afloat for directions. —LGM, Port
Orchard, 573,

bk SAN JUAN COUNTY
PARK—We had a splendid
two divs of kayaking from San Juan
County Park on San Juan Islind.
Some of gur group of 18 paddlers got
a good look of a pod of orca whales.-—
Roger Gray, Bremerton, 4/11-12.

NORTH CASCADES NATL PARK
—Pennils are required for overnight
stavs in the backcountry. Permits are
available in Marblemount, Sedro-
Woolley, Newhalem, Glacier, and
Chelan. Call 360-873-4590 for more
information.

North Cascades Highway is open.
Snow is 8 feet deep at the PCT trail-
head ai Rainy Pass. Cascade River

until Julv,

Thunder Creek trail snowfree 3
nules; trees down. Fourth of July Pass
trail snowfree halfway up. West Bank
trail snowfree 1o Big Beaver and trees
cleared —Ranger, 5715,

ROSS LAKE-—Ross Lake resort (206-
JB6-4437) opens 6713 Waler taxi ser-
vice begins 6/13, Dinblo Lake passenger
tug begins service 6/13. —Ranger, 5/5.

OKANOGAN NATL FOREST—
West Chewych road snowlree to 1 mile

past end of pavement. Eightmile road

snowlree to Caclie Creek. Twisp River
road snowfree to end of pavement.

With warm weather, roads will change
daily, Call Methow Visitor Center for
current conditions; S09-996-4000,
Trails remain snowed in—Ranger, 5/9,

MT BAKER DIST—The Glacier
Creck road will be open this year—
when it finally melts out. All trails un-
der snow, except for lower portions of
some south-facing trails, like Church
Mountain.—Ranger, 5/15.

DECEPTION PASS STATE PARK—
All of the park south of the bridge and
west of Highway 20 is closed until July
for major renovation work. Call 800-
233-0321 for information.

NORTH CENTRAL

MOUNT PILCHUCK—Trail con-
struction work scheduled for this sum-
mer will limil access to the trail. It will
be closed Monday through Thursday
from June to late October to allow the
usc of explosives and helicopters.

The trail will be open Friday through
Sunday with possible short delays on
Fridays.—Ranger, 5/10.

SUIATTLE RIVER—The Canyon
Creck bridge will be replaced tlus sum-

r —
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mer, starting June |, The construction
project will close the Suiattle River trail
beyond Canyon Creek, 6% miles in,
until early July.

There is no alternative crossing, and
fording is not recommended. The %0-
foot bridge was built in 1953, Many of
the wooden materials, including all
support beams, need to be replaced. —
Ranger, 5/10.

STILLAGUAMISH RAIL-

ROAD TUNNELS (LSGN
Granite Falls)—1 joined the Granite
Falls hiking group for the first time this
season to hike down to the railroad tun-
nels, ruins from another era. The trail-
head is well marked, on the top of Sand
Hill (a glacier moraine) right off the
Mountain Loop Highway,

The traal is very well maintained,
dropping to the river then fairly flal
and in great shape for the most part. 1t
did slide here and there (along the
river) bul is mosily fine until just afier
the second tunnel, where 1008 closed (a
bad slide)

A total of 1.2 mules, one way, and a
good walk. Especially as we are all
waiting patiently (well, maybe not so
patiently but definstely waiting) for the
high country to mell out!—Mystery
Hiker, Verease and Willow, Granite
Falls, 5/13,

k HEATHER LAKE (faker-

Shogualmie Natl Forest;
LSS Verloti—We wanted to sce for
ourselves how the BIG job of melting
all that snow was coming!

Heather Lake is a short 2-mile hike
(one way) and the lake sits at 2320 feel.
The traal 15 i fine shape. It's com-
pletely snow free (o abouat 2100 feet (by
iy altimeter at that moment) then it's
pretty much snowcovered.

Mo problem fnding the lake as the
snow was very hard packed and we
weren'| the first ones up there! It was a
beautiful day, The lake itself has begun
to melt out but finding so much as a rock
or tree trunk to sit on and enjoy our de-
licious turkey sausage sandwiches
wasn'l easy though we did manage!

Ah, the challenges we face in the
mountains!—Mystery Hiker and Mr,
Maphead, Granite Falls, 5/14.

MOUNTAIN LOOP—Was just plow-
ed open 1o Barlow Pass on the Verlot
side 5/15. There's a small parking arca
but it's going to be tight untl seme
more siow melts.

The Big Four trail is snow-covered
past the sccond bridge, but the old
parking arca and the picnic grounds are
snowfree,

The highway is plowed 1o just north
of Elliott Creek; you can walk 1o the
Goat Lake trailhead. The trail has
snow palches and downed trees the
first 3 miles, and solid snow afler that.
—Ranger, 5/16.

BARCLAY LAKE [Baker-

Snogualmie Nall Forest;
LISCS Baring)—The trail is mostly
snowlree bul the shoreline is still
snowy, with cinpsites just starting to
mell oul.

| headed up the slope toward Eagle

Lake, and finally hit solid snow at 3500
feet. 5/15.

CHELAN DIST—Ticks are out in
abundance. Fun-ofl has defintely stari-
ed: Lake Chelan is rising at G inches 2
dayv. The Lakeshore trail lias been
brushed and cleared of downed logs.—
Ranger, 5/15,

STEHEKIN - Bus service beging 5023
from Stelickin Landing 1o High Bridge
for the holiday weckend, and daily
stariing o1 Target date for exiending
serviee 1o Bridpge Creck is /1. —
Ranger, 5/15.

ENTIAT DIST—The Entigt road is
melted out now to Silver Creck, snll
many miles from road-cnd and the
trailhead.

The lower Mad River trl 15 snow-
free for 4 miles —Ranger, 5/14.

LAKE WENATCHEE DIST—Road
acecess 15 limdted. Little Wenatchee road
6300 s gated at 1 mile. Chiwawa road
G20M) is pated at 1 mile. Wlite River
road 6400 is accessible 1o Tall Timber
Ranch. These roads are still snowecov-
ered, and aller the snow melts, they
will be closed until the tread drics,
With luck and continued warm weather,
the Chiwawa road muy be open to the
end of the pavement by Memorial Day
weekend.

The Dirty Face Peak trail, which be-
gins right behind the ranger station, is
snowlree for 2% miles. Mosquitoes and
ticks are plentiful. A few days ago, hik-
ers spolied a mother bear with cubs on
the tril —Ranger, 5715,

CENTRAL

PCT—There’s still 5 feet of snow in
the Crest Trail parking lot al Snoqual-
mie Pass —Sally Pleifer, Seartle, 511

m COWBOY MOUNTAIN
iBaker-Snogualmie Nail For-
est; UISOGN Stevens Pass)—It was a
lovely day, no wind. no rain and litle
sun. We ascended the Cloud 9 run on
Seventh Heaven at the Ski Arca,

Beyvond the upper lift station. we went
up a steep slope. 1 lost my courage. 1t
seemed vertical and snow gave way as |
scrambled with hands and feet, Joanie
was at the right spot and talked me infto
doing just the next hold or step.

The ridge was so narrow [ conld
Liardly walk it, but after lunch 1 was
able to move around more comfortably
The view was spectacular and panor-
amic, Canada jays ate from our hands!

Okay, so 1 made the summil, But as
Linda, Mancy, Betive, Ann and Joan
laughed, talked and ate and admired
the view, I was plagued by one ques-
tion: How would | get down?

Nancy to the rescue! She went first
and made [volhiolds for we to follow. |
couldn’t stay up there alone, so with
fear and trembling, a good seli-belay
with my ice axe, and constant prayver
(Ann, who was belind e sand 1 mut-
tered all the way down). | moved one
foot at a time,

As the slope lessened, Joanie said,
“Turn around, look down and go froot-
ward.” | obeved and it did feel divine 10
be in control despite the angle

On the way down we paused For ice-
axe self-arrest practlice, my least Givor-
ite activity, Eveny year 1 gril my teeth
and do it becinse [ need 1o, but this is
the first time | eogoved any of it Fear
dininished and comfon increascd. An-
olher dragon slain!

We finished by regrouping al Naney's
cabin and planning our next ouling
Manita Nery, Freeland, 4/26.

TAYLOR RIVER AREA

fRaker-Snoqualmie Natl For-
est; USGS Lk Philippal—The Taylor
River road was in unusually good shape,
with impressively healthy potholes
There was one low-bridge irce hanping
across the road and a tree blocking the
trailhead lot near the Middle Fork trail-
bead. Compared to last year, there is
reinarkably little road dansage,

On the Taylor River trual, there is
also little of the storm damage that |
expected, Perhaps part of the reason is
the snow lusn't wclted yet! Last vear al
this time 1 was probing the snowline at
the high lakes. This vear, al only 1604
feet, | am crossing 8-foot high dnfls.
Unbclievable, The deepest snow is in
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the sccond and third miles of trail.

The snow is less of a problem than
the water. Water is pouring out of the
hills fast and everywhere, mostly ignor-
ing the old, plugged culverts, The sea-
sonal creek crossing at Ye-mile, usually
a pleasant hop, is swift and almost dan-
EErOUS.

Al Marten Creeck, 3 nules, the old
bridge is still hanging on—barely. The
nonmally quiet Falls are roaring and
pulting on a show. More water hazards
near 3.5 miles where a brisk Anderson
Creek overruns about 80 feet of trail,
and at Otter Creek, about 4.5 miles.
Larry Tranuuell, Issaquah, 4/20,

GRANITE MOUNTAIN (4/-

pine Lks Wilderness; USGY
Snogualmie Pass)—A solo climb of
Granite secmed in order on this nice
morning,

Starting from trail 1007 at exit 47
from 1-40, I found the lower trail i ex-
cellent condition, No snow encountered
until about 3500 feet. The snow under
e trees was [rozen hard and dillicult
to kick stops.

Arriving af the main avalanche chute
| opted for a roule up the southwest
ridge, on the lefl side of the chute., 1
was soon wishing I had brought my
crampons as the snow was hard on tlie
flanks of the gully,

| bailed out directly onto the ridge
and was immediately post-holing. The
only olher climber was another soloist
on lis way down at the 5200-foot level.
The climb up took me 2% hours with a
rapid descent, with lois of sitting glis-
sades, of just over an hour.—Fred
Redman, Woodinville, 4/7,

‘7 MAILBOX PEAK (LSS

Bandera, Chester Morse LE)
—Seven of the Kenworlh Hikers lel
Yarrow Bay for exit 34 on 1-90. Left
on Edgewick Road past the truck stop,
right turn on the Middle Fork road.
Drive to the end of the blacktop and
park on the lefi.

Oun the right side of the road is a pate
across an old logging road; hike this
road 1o the trail star on the lell side,
Just before a creck that passes under the
road. The trail is pretty well defined,
until you gel to a point where a trail
crosses the creck to the right. Don't take
it—the trail you want goes 1o the left,

The trail very quickly starts heading
UP with very few switchbacks. The
sunumit has plenty of snow, the mail
box being barely visible above it. Spec-
tacular cornices on the north side of
the ridge.

The descent gave us one sitting glis-
sade, then straight down the trail. It

fook us 2 hours and 26 minutes for the
ascent and about half that to get back
down.—Fred, Doug, Mickey, Dan, Bill,
Jack, Dick, 4/24,

MAILBOX PEAK (/S8
Bandera, Chester Morse L)

—A lot of trails are steep for maybe
1000 or 1300 feet, but this narrow-but-
siooth path is very steep For most of
its 4000-foot-gain in less than 3 miles,

At 3500 fo 4000 feet the trees thin
and at 4000 feet is a pleasant bench to
relax afler the relentless exercise, |
used the many snow paiches to keep
cool, Some ribbons led to the left inlo
deep hard snow so I returned to the
bench and went straight up the rocks
for about 10 minutes to another bench
with plenty of snow patches, This
pretty little spot was my favorite of the
trip. From here it 1s a few handred fect
up the open ridge 1o the mailbox at
45841 feel

This southwest corper mells out very
early (even before Bandern) and is the
ulltimate spring workout close to the
Seatlle area. Also very lew people. On

this perfect Sunday, [ met only one
large scattered group comang down as |
was going up.—Ron Rugg, Seattle, 5/11,

DIRTY HARRY'S BAL-

CONY (DNR; USGY Ban-
dera)—Three of us decided to explore
the new trail to DHB, As we drove to
the trailhend parking lot along road
Q031 (Green Trails Bandera 206), we
and 12 other cars were stopped by a log
across the rond about Ye-nule [rom the
parking lot. We arrived at the log at
11:30.

North of the road blockage, blow-
downs and tree top breakoffs abound.
We cleared about half of the small limbs
and tree tops from the road as we walk-
ed toward the trailhead. When we gol
to the trail located to the left at the first
right bend in the road/trail, we found
more blowdowns, lots of rocks, and a
fow avalanche remains on the trail.

We discovered that the teal builders
connected it to the abandoned Mount
Delance triul, 1 remember when that
trail was closed during the 1-90 con-
struction. [t still reniains and is in fair

LANDFORM MAPS

PACIEIC NORTHWEST
ANDm%E”:J’EUND
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and for the glove compartment and rucksack
Artistically rendered, these attractive, natural-color shaded-
relief maps provide educational insights into the geologic
settings of the map areas. Based on Dee Molenaar's mount-
aineering and geological travels in and flights over the areas,
the map sheets are enhanced by bordering watercolors of

scenic highlights. The maps and prices are as follows:

State of Washington
Mount Rainier National Park
The Olympic Peninsula
Puget Sound Region
Glacier Bay-Juneau Icefield Region
Point Reyes National Seashore
and the San Andreas Fawll
MceMurdo Sound Area, Antarctica

24" x 36/37"—%7.50 folded, $9.50 rolled
Mount St Helens Country
17" ® 24" —$4.50 folded, $6.50 rolled
Please includc payment with order (Washington residents
add 8% for sales tax), and include $2 per map for mailing

MOLENAAR LANDFORM MAPS
PO Box 62, Burley, WA 98322-0062, USA




PACK & FADDLE  JUNE 1987

BA CKCO UNTR Y NEWS REPORTS AND CONDITIONS

condition.

Look sharp! If yvou don’t. yow may
wind up down at the freeway, Stay
right until you come to the big rock
with the overhang, Stay below that rock
and within 20 to 50 vards vou will have
Lo cross a creek. i the sunumer it may
not be flowing, Keep following the trail
for another mile 1o DHB,

On the wav back we cleared more
branches and trees off the road from the
nice new parking lot to the cars. The
new lot should hold about 60 to 70 cars,
We met only two people on the DHB
traal, They went to the st avalanche
where we mel them and their friendly
black Lab.

On our way back to the car, we
happened upon a group of 10 Moun-
taineers who were clearing the road up
te the Mason Lake trail. We also met
two fellows who had chopped through
that 12-1uch trec that blocked the road.
They did it with a little coump hatcher,

For hikers not familiar with the trails
available from the Mason Lake trail-
head parking lot, there is DHB, Moumn
Defiance, Mason Lakes and bevend.
and Bandera Mountain. All have nice
verlical gains and wonderlul sights 1o
see. —Wanderbuns, Shortstop. and the
Driver, 4/26.

LEAVENWORTH DIST—Icicle road
is snowlree 13 miles, Eighimile road is
gated at the bridge due 1o repair work;
the plan is that it will be apen by Me-
wiorial Day weekend, but that’s a
“maybe.”

’Snmx 1 nkes lrﬂil is 5nm1.t‘rcc: 3 miles.
s:mufrr;c 1o the rldf..,f:.. but Ims not been
clearcd of debris, Ingalls Creck trail 1s
snowfree for a couple of miles, winier
flooding las washed oul tread in a
couple of spots.—Ranger. 5/15.

ENCHANTMENTS—Perils are re-
quired for overnight use from 6/15
through 10/15, Permit reservations [or
most suimmer dates are full. To make
reservations call 888-953-T677,

The fec is 31 per person per day;
YISA or Mastercard are accepled. You
can also pay by cleck, which must be
received within 3 calendar days of
making your reservation, When you
place your call, have vour trip itinerary
ready imcluding trip dates, destinations,
entry point, and group number, Have
alternate dates in mind,

Muximum group size is 8. Reserva-
tions will be taken wp o 7 davs prior (o
trip date.

Duy-of-use permits are available on a
lottery system ai the Leavenworth
Ranger Station —Ranger, 5/6.

CLE ELUM DIST—Although snow is
melting fast, it’s still deep enough for
skiing. Kachess campground has 3 fect
of snow; at Salmen la Sac campground
it's 3 feet deep. In the Teanawny, yvou
can drive to Beverly guard station, but
then snow is 3 feet deep. The StalTord
Creek road is only snow{ree about a
mile.

Salmon la Sac campground will be
closed all of 97 for extensive repair to
wiler and sewer systems damaged in
the winter Mooding —Ranger, 5/15,

NORTHEAST

ﬁ}, SAGE HILL (private; UNGS

Wenatchee, Monitorj—April
nerks the season for balsam on Sage
Hill. Large numbers of these showy, vel-
fow flowers change sections of the hill-
side from a soft green (o bright vellow,

They are intermixed wilh Dowering
lupine, making the hillsides a delight-
ful place to travel this time of vear,
Balsam arc favorite browsing material
for the resideat deer hierds. Onoa recent
hike about [Ny deer were sighted, with
one group being 240 1o 30 sirong,

The hill lies directly west of Wenat-
chee Valley College, and rises 1o an el-
evation of about 3000 fect. Witle the
Columbia River Nowing nearby at
about GO0 feet elevation, the reliel is
enough o create inspiring views of
Wenatchee and the surrounding arca

The tratthead at the cnd of Sage Hill
Drive is an informal one and crosses
private land with one posted restriclion
from the owner: no molorized vehicles
Many mountain bikers also use the
arca, but thewr presence 15 mostly on the
lower trails closer 1o lown,

i =3

HOW TO CONTACT LS
Write:
Pack & Paddle
PO Box 1063
Port Orchard WA 98366

Phone:

360-871-1862 |
- ¥

Janet Stanck and | made a fun loop
hike of the area recently. We ascended
the closest slope to our parking spot,
marked "Spring” on the Monitor quad-
rangle. From here we circled on a nidge
top to Point 2870, a scenic spol wlhich
includes views up the Wenatchee River
Valley toward Cashmnere.

From here we descended cast toward
the mountain bike trails below which we
followed back toward our starting point.
Allow 3 to 4 hours for the loop.—
Charlie Hickenboitom, Wenalchee, 4/19.

SOUTH CENTRAL
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WEST TIGER 2 AND 3

r,lr,\'.\.',-.lq.l.lnfr -l "I.l':-"- NN Hlobarr,
Fall City)—Kemworth Hikers group de-
cided to try another route on Tiger as
we wail for some more siow 10 melt off
the higher trails.

We lcft High Point and walked up 1o
the Bus Road. along the Bus Road and
turncd up the Caves 1rail. From the
caves we headed wp to the West Tiger
Railroad Grade Trail, by way of the
Section Line Trail, and turned right.
roughly south. The trails in the arca of
the caves are a little ill-defined and
care st be taken to get on the correct
trail to hoad southwest (o join the Sec-
tion Line Trail.

There was a lot of downed alder on
the WTRRG Trail and 1t wmade for a lol
of climbing over logs and brunches, We
turncd on Mannings Reach and headed
up o soonumil 2, This trail goes through
an open area with some veny nice
views, The trail is quite overgrown and
it wais i lot of pushing through konce-
high brush,

From 2 we followed oar regalar ronte
back 1o 3 and down Tradition Lake
Trail. —Doug, Dan, Bill, George. Jack
and Fred. 4/17

POO-POO POINT ssaguah

k Alpsy USGS Laseaaponlt)—Doug
invited me o go on a Saturday luke
with him and lis two daughters, Sarah
(10 and Carol (6). Thes picked me up
at my house and we drove wihe High
School at Issaquahe [t was a lovely
morning,

The trail up to the power ling 1sa
good starter but Carol was having
trouble getling mobvated, so we had lots
of rests. Evenlually we pot to the power
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line and took the Poo-Poo Point Trail.
This is the one that heads sonthwest
The traul that stads at the pole fence is
marked and 1s the Section Line Trail,

Carol finally gol motivated and the
girls wanted o go alwad willi a radio (o
keep in touch with dad ow lus radic.
Pretty soon 'm dripping sweat and
have to put my head band on as we are
climbing at a steady 1600 feet per hour
to keep the girls rom geiting oo far
in front. There has been lots of trail
work done since the winter storms and
a magnificent new bridge buill over
the creck that had the big wud shide
(West Creck?).

Al the Railroad Grade we lurned
right to the Poo=Poo Point trail, This
section sill has lots of small trees dovwn
over it but some had been cleared, We
had luncl at the Poiot and enjoyed the
VICWS in wiarm sunshine

We followed the West Tiger Railrosd
Grade Trail back uniil we got 1o (he
Section Line Trail then beaded down
and back 1o the High School

The girls wanted to play o gamne with
dad going down this trail, where they
run and grab onto a tree, then dad runs
down after them. 1 got the job of hold-
ing the dog on leash, Each time they
ran the dog teok off after them with
dear old Fred langing on for dear life
and no free hand to grab a tree.

It was great fun, but T did pay dearly
that night with sore knees and thighs.
There are lots of things 10 keep
children interested on thus hike—aold
logging arilacts, railroad spikes, deer

tracks, parasailers at Poo-Poo Point.

The girls did extremely well and
made tor a very enjoyable hike. —Fred
Redman, Wooedinville, 4726,

WEST TIGER MOUNTAIN
1, 2 & 3 flssaguah Alps; NGNS
Fall Citv, Hobart)—A good turnoul

with seven hikers [rom the Kenworth
Engineers hikers: Jack still not fully re-
covered from a torn ligament; Annita’s
first hike of the season—boih decided
to po the tourist route to West Tiger 3,
Dick accused the rest of us of being
“aiimals” and decided ou the shorl
route 1o West Tiger 2. Dan, Mickey,
Cieorge and 1 set ol to do all three,

Jack and Annita set off first as we
widted at the High Point trailhead for
everyone Lo gel ready.

While 1 was wailing a Jeep with ex-
empt plates came down the road {rom
the new parking lot, so | fgured the
driver was DNR or State Parks. He was
DNE. 1 asked him what the intention
wis [or the gate o the park. He told me
that it was a day use park and would
close at dusk. [ guess evening users will
still have to park oul ow the road!

We hinally got stared, Dan set off at
a blistering pace with Mickey hanging
on lor dear life. Dan lelt Mickey in his
dust so Mickey wailed for the rest of us
to catch up. Just before the West Tiger
Railroad Grade Trail we passed Jack
and Annita, At the WTRRG Trail there
was no sign of Dan. We called his
e without response, we turncd lefi
and heped Dan had made the mrn ok,

We tried the fabulous new bridge
over the washout at Highpoint Creck—
greal job—and continued to Dick
Heing teail up to WT 1. Surprised to
lind & swath of new logging on 1.

Crossed ever 1o WT 2 on the roads to
lind Dick waiting for us. He had gone
along the WTRRG Trail and taken the
direct trail 10 the swmmit of 2. No sign
of [hn!

Followed the trail to WT 3, still no
Dan. We had a long discussion on what
we conld do about Dan if he wasn 't at
the parking lot when we pot down, We
arrived at the WTRRG Trail just in
time to see Dan coming along that trail

from the lefi!

“Dan, where have yvou been?”

“1 was going so well 1 missed the urn
and finished np near the top of Tiger 3,
[ knew 1'd gooled so [ turned around
and met Tack coming up here. 1 asked
hum which way [ should have gone and
he said right so 1 went that way.”

Poor Dan had been past Poo-Poo
Point Trail before turning around. We
had to give him a bad time for his
memory of routes but gave him full
credit for his timing —Fred Redman,
Woodinville, 4/10,

MOUNT WASHINGTON

istate and private land; USGS
Chester Morse LE)—Hurray, Hurray,
the first of May, summer luking beging
todiy!

The Kenworth Hikers thought so any-
wiay, We wanted to bag Mount Wash-
ington before all the snow has gone

Adter our last snowshoe attempt, re-
sulting in parking tickets (February,
page 12), Lealled Tom Riggs at Sam-
manish State Park to get permission to
be parked after dark (AMay, page 4).

The gentleman answering the phone
informed me that Mr. Riggs was ina
mecting. 1 explained that | was THE
Fred Redman who caused the ruckus
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when 1 got a parking ticket and that T
wanted permission to be at the parking
lot after dark. He took the information
on my vehicle,

The trail has had a lot of work done
on it in the lower elevations with many
of the small trees cut down. This is
great except that who ever did it cut
them at an angle producing punji-
sticks, waiting for unsuspecting sole to
step on them. The full impact of this
was not realized until Mickey got to the
parking lot and removed his bools, A
scction of stick had pierced his boot
sole narrowly missing his toes and em-
bedded into the upper part of the boot.
He had complained that his feet were
wel and cold!

The trail is obvious to follow in the
lower elevations until you get to a fork
at o clill. The lell fork deadends, but
has a nice view over the valley, Take
the right fork. Arriving at a creek, go
directly across. The trail isn'l quile as
obvious here,

By this time we had encountered
snow, new, on lop of old base, with
snow still dropping from e trees. Af-
ter a couple of switchbacks the trail fol-
lows a creck bed for quite a while, A
nice pond in a hollow has an outflow
that wist be crossed (o head up the
wesl slope.

Tlhe slope has been logged in the past
so the mixiure of old stwnps, logs and
rocks partially covered with snow made
[or lots of fun. After a while we hita
headwall of trees that we had to gel
through.

At one point on this slope fighting
the small trees Brandon suddenly de-
clared, “It's tine (o unload my rocks!™
He removed his pack and duiped ol
about 40 pounds of rocks he had stowed
for extra load.

Our approximate responsc was,
“Don’t you have some in your head you
need o unload ™™

Al the top of this slope we broke out
onto an old logging road that we fol-
lowed. Tt headed east then switched
buack to the west until we came ta the
norih ridge.

We followed the ridge up to the sum-
mit, It was great—the sun was shining
and we were postholing in 12 inches of
new over a very good base. The basin
that faces north had obvious signs of
snow slides that had started at the cor-
nice. Al the summit the views are great
and the remote weather station mast
was coated with ice,

On the descent we followed the ridge
rather than going back down the miser-
able slope and found it much easier.
Then we kept going straiglt down undil
we hit the old trail in the creck bed,

avoiding the big switchback up io the
pond. A cliff pant way down this route
can be avoided by kecping to the left.
We arrived back at the car park at
dusk, 3 hiours up, % hour on the sum-
mit. 1% hours down, NO TICKET!
Mickey's experience prompied him
to by soone new, better quality boots!—
Brandon, Doug, Fred. Jack, Mickey, 5/1.

m PINNACLE PEAK (Rainier

Nat! Park: USGS Mt Rainier
Eastf—As usual Dean and I lelt Lake-
bay at about 0530 for the drive to
Mount Rainier and were pleased to find
that traffic was very light. We arrived
al the Park entrance before 0730 and
found the gate open and no one collect-
ing entrance fees.

Upon our arrival at Longmire, the
gate o Paradise was also open and we
proceeded o Narada Falls. Only two
other cars were in the parking lot and
the cocupants of both were preparing to
stan the climb up to the snow-covered
Stevens Canyon Road that leads to Re-
Nection Lakes. One group of two wis
ofT for a day of cross-country skiing.
The other was a group of four heading
for the summit of Lane Peak.

Some pood steps were already kicked
i ihe snow just to the right of the trees,
so we were able to gain the road with-
out any difficully. It was too steep for
snowshoes and the snow was {irm and
yel sofl enough that cruupons weren't
nceded. Upon gaining the road, we put
o snowshoes and we kepl them on un-
til the first steep area just to the right
and south of Bellection Lakes.

From this area and the saddle be-
tween Castle and Pinnacle Peak, we
probably removed the snowshoes two or
three times on the very steep poriions,
Al the large rock ar the center of the
saddle we stopped for a lunch break,

Here we lell our snowshoes as we
procecded south and then west, We tra-
versed the south side following o provi-
ous climber’s good steps until we
cleared the last rock fonmation and sev-
eral loose moats. Then we kicked new
steps in the snow as we headed north-
gast until we reached the standard
South Route and climbed pantially on
rock and snow up the gully to a small
ridge crest just below the summit,

There was some waler ice from this
ridge to the summit but nothing that re-
quired us to pul on our crampons. The
views from the suwimmit (6562 feet) were
great—Mount St Helens, Mount Ad-
ams and even Mounl Hood were vis-
ible. Mount Rainier was so very close
but was socked in with cloud cover and
yel we were very clear.

We followed the same route back

down to the saddle and found a down-
hill skier and a snowboarder about to
follow our route 1o the summit. There
wils also another group of three that ap-
peared to be making an attempt on The
Castle and one other solo individual ei-
ther attempting the summit of The
Castle or doing some cross-country ski-
ing way above the Stevens Canyon
Road. Due to being so close we thought
about climbing The Castle, but it was
obvious that the predicted storm was
heading our way and after a few rain
drops we were convineed that The
Castle could wail for another day.

We did more traversing on the return
trip to save the removal of snowshoes.
Saw a number of cross-country skicrs
on the read on the return. On the final
descent to the parking lot at MNarada
Falls we found the snow a little sofler
and slushier then T would like for good
footing, We found by hugging the for-
ested area the snow was a little firmer
and footing was much more secure
while plunge-stepping down.

The parking lot now bad many cars
and the traffic back down the mountain
was more like a sunmuner day.—James V.,
Latteri & Dean Shriner, Lakebay, 4726,

MAZAMA RIDGE Heinier

$ Netf Park; USGS Mt Rainier
Fast)—The combination of midweek
sun and {resh snow creates rare oppor-
tunity for scenes with pristine snow,
Arrive Paradise al 8:45am, just as
Mountain Rescue, TV crews and found
snowboarder are departing

22-inch M5R “shoes provide ad-
equate support except in drifted hal-
lows. With the 4x5 camera | gross ol
at around 180 pounds. Really pross.

At [ lam the Stevens-Van Trump
Memorial is somewhere underncath
me. Brisk wind numbs fingers. The
trail leading up to the Memaorial is o
knife edge snow drift. Wander south
from the Memorial, dramatic drifts all
along the east edge of Marzama Ridge,
crystalline snow sparkles in sun, Back
to Paradisc at 3pa. Snow in south fac-
ing upper Paradise River valley has
turned to slush —Paul G. Schaufler,
Olvipaa, 3/7.

ROAD OPENINGS—Cayusc and
Chinpok Passes are scheduled to epen
yon road tentatively will open 5/23,
Sunrise road tentative opening on 7/
3. Greenwader road 70 closed a1 7
miles; will be relocated this summer,
Carbon River bridge on road 7810
into the Clearwater Wilderness is still
oul, repair is not expected any time
soon, Access to the wilderness from the
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east is shut down becanse bridge on
Viola Creek is oul—Ranger, 5/5,

SOUTH

— Yakima

Fay
Mt 5t Heleas ML Adams &

WIND RIVER DIST—Lower ¢leva-
tions of some irails are melling oul,
such as the PCT, Dry Creck, and Trap-
per Creek.

Wind River Highway is plowed open
to Lone Butte: 1 fool of snow remains,
—Ranger, 5/16.

Farland

MOUNT ADAMS DIST—COn the
northeast side of the district, roads are
snowTree aboot 2% mules above the for-
est boundary. On the west side, ronds
are snowitee about 2-mile.

MT ADAMS WILDERNESS— Camp-
fires are no longer allowed in elevations
above the trail encircling the mountain,
including Round-the-Mountain, PCT
and Highline,—Ranger, 5/7.

MT ST HELENS—Fce now required
Tor wnany arcas i the Monument. Call
A60-247-3900.

- BULLETIN BOARD

Motices on this Bulletin Board are free to
subscribers and may be “posted” for up to
three months. You may list your used
equipment for sale, post lost-and-found
announcements, locate pariness for trips, or
other ron-commercial ilems

Commercial advertisers are welcome 1o
cantact the Pack & Paddle ciice for ad rates.

FOUND—A pair of sandals at the
Mailbox Peak trailhead, Call 206-363-
6978 (Seattle} to claim.

FREE—To good home only. Backpack-
&r magazine, issues 1 through 33, You
pay shipping. Call Louise, 425.771-
7208 (Lynnwood)

WANTED—Felty kid's Trek ar Elite, or
Tough Traveller Stalion child carrier.
Can pay up to $50 Confact Sheila,
206-745-2157 (Lynnwood)

WANTED—Soft, all leather, three-pin
ski touring boots, sizes 38 andfor 39/
40—ald Alphas, Naronas, Alpinas,
Kikuts, whatever

Eric or Margrit, 509.896-3101, or

CALIFORNIA

m JOSHUA TREE NATL
PARK—The high desert north
of Palm Springs is at its finest during
the spring. During this time blossoms on
the joshua trees, yuccas, other cacti, and
assorted other flowers provide a variety
of color. Temperatures vary from freez-
g at night o pleasant 60-70 degrees
Fahrenheit during the day.

An entrance fee of §5 allows use of
the park for a period of seven days, No
fees are collected for the camping sites.
A Tourteen day limit within the park
guarantees turnover, but the most popu-
lar campgrounds are perpetually full.

Guided nature trails at Barker Dam
and the Real Hidden Valley are plenty
popular. The Ryan Mountain trail pro-
vides vistas of the vast desert arca,

“Josh™ is also world renovwned for its
rock climbing epportunities. A puide
book detailing close to 4000 routes
proves so utwieldy o nuny et the
guide book author has published a sec-
ongd book with abowt 500 selected routes,

Tom Farmer and | staved most of a
week while we sampled 35 or 40 routes.
By selecting different climbing areas
ench day, we were able 1o see lots of the
park from a varicty of angles,

For those willing to carry their own
wilter and overnight cquipment, a large
percentage of the park is managed as
wilderness. Solitude 15 casy 10 find here

if one simply leaves the road and guid-
ed trails. —Charlie Hickenbottom,
Wenatchee, 4/6-12.

CLASSIFIED ADS

40 cents a word. Payment must accompany
classified ads. Deadline first of month.

TENT POLE
REPLACEMENTS
Aluminum replacement
tent poles for dome, tunnel or
bivvy style tenis,

TA Enterprises
8212 NE 99th Circle
Vancouver WA 92662
360-260-9527

MORNING HILL NEWS
MNalturalist essays, land-conscious
living, delicious healthy recipes,
Fublished bi-monthly;
S9/year. Checks payable to
Jennifer Stein Barker:
Morning Hill News
HC 84 Box 632
Canyon City OR 97820.

wirite HCR 74 Box B3, Mazama VWA
98833-5712.

FOR SALE—McHale Inex Bayonet
backpack Paid $660 Sell for $330, Ex-
cellent condition. Call Jeff at 253-850-
2856 (Spanaway)

FOR SALE-—Twa large Gregory Soft
Packs, 375 each. Also misc. day /
climbing packs. Crampons, ete. Call
Mary at 360-435-9574 {Arlington) for
more info

FOR SALE—Sailboat 14-foot fiber-
glass C-Lark. Reller furling jib, spinna-
ker and extra mainsail. Custom trailer
and cover. $1200. Northend Seattle.
206-522-8539

FOR SALE—Just in time for the sea-
son! VWalrus “Lite-Star” backpacking
tent 4.5 pounds, flysheet w/ vestibule,
and customn footprint Used 2x. $150.
Call Drave at 206-752-9214 (Tacoma),

FOR RENT—Orcas |sland waterfront
cabin for rent by the week, Slesps B
Seclusion; views, beachwalking, wildife
viewing. Available May-Oct. Write 1819
Hickox Road, Mount Wernon WA
98274 for addtonal data.

HIKING PARTNER—Woman, 46, in-
terested in locating friends for hikes,

canoes, Washington. Fransine, 206-

2160962,

GROUP—I'm interested in stading a
small, loozely-structured group of
hiking/backpacking companions from
the Olympia/South Sound area.
Dayhikes to several-day walks {or
longer?), sometimes strenuous, Call
me. Stan, 360-866-5220 or 86E6-5270,

OSAT—A clean and sober climbing and
mountaineering club. 206-236-9674.

INTERESTED IN HIGH LAKE FISH-
INGT Washington State Hi-Lakers club
meets third VWednesday of each month
at Mercerview Community Center,
7:30pm. Far information, call George
Bucher, 206-821-5752 (Kirkland)
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BILL BUNCH

Hells Canyon

—A GOOD SPRING HIKE ON THE OREGON SIDE—

Afler a trip to Hells Canyon on the
Idaho side last year, we decided 1o " go
for it” with the extra cost, and do a
long trip on the Oregon side in mid-
April this year.

It had been a long winter in Spokanc
and we were anxious to get out. Hells
Canyon fit our requiremems: low eleva-
tion and no snow,

We contacted Beamers Hells Canyan
Tours to arrange for a jet boat to drop
us off on Thursday, April 10, and an-
other boat to pick us up some 40 miles
downstream on Tuesday, April 15

Where is Hells Canyon, anyway, vou
ask? This canyon begins 90 miles south
of Lewiston, Idaho, and Clarkston,
Washington, and extends 40 miles far-
ther south to a poind near Oxbow, COre-
gon. Other than Pittsburg Landing, a
road near White Bird, Idaho, no roads
lead down to the river’s edge.

The canyon has its own distingt
beauty. It is almost desert-like, because
it is almost barren. Flowers bloom in
the spring, with a lot of low grass.

The tree line is about 4000 feet
above sea level. With the river eleva-
tion at about 1000 feet in the canvon,
tree level would be about 30000 fect
above us.

After warking for several monihs to
coordinate dates and people, the truc
muunber of hikers was down (o just
three, On the moring of departure, the
third guy phoned at 6:30am to say he
could not leave work. We were down lo
just two—Jim Keenan and me.

Beamers gol us as far as their Cop-
per Creck Ranch that Thursday after-
noow, where we stayed unexpectedly
overnight due to delays by the other
passengers.

The next morning we were dropped
off at Johnson Bar at the river gauge at
1Laum on the Oregon side. We saw three
Forest Service workers that day, and
then no one else on the Oregon side
until Sunday aflernoon,

We thus started our trip downstrean

on trail 1726, One of the first points of
interest was the trail through Eagle's
Nest, where the trail is blasted out of
rock. There is plenty of room for hikers
and horses,

Our second highlight of the day was
the now-abandoned Tomperance Creck
Fancl. Up until the sununer of "96,
this had been an active sheep ranch.

We did find ourselves losing the trail
near the upstream fence line, so we fol-
lowed e elaborate hand-dug irrigation
line. Tt was worth sceing!

A party hiking through this arca
now should just walk through the open
fields toward the abandoned house. We
saw a wild turkey just a few feet from
the building.

We crossed Temperance Creck on a
2i-foot-long scallolding plank and
camped the first night along the river
next to a sandv beach. We could look
across to Suicide Point.

Jim on the blasted-out frail at Eagle’s
Nest, Day 1

8ilf Burch ]

Alter a cold night—maybe 30 de-
grecs—we gol an early start on a nice
sunny morning. As we approached
Kirkwood Ranch, the trail was 23 to 30
feet above the river, and again cut into
the rock walls.

On a downward slope, with the
river right next to us, we both fell a
little dizzy, Was this vertige? We both
stopped for a few seconds (o get oui
balance back, and continved. Neither of
us had experienced this before.

The river was ranming at about
40,000 cfs, During the winier it had
been so high that it had coversd the
trail and in some places we had 1o ne-
gotiate large piles of driftwood.

As we moved on down opposite
Pitisburg Landing, we could see daim-
age from the August "96 brush fire
This fire had burned on the Oregon
side down 1o the river's edge, and had
Jumped the river in a few places.

ﬁ.l]_‘i' trees we came across were dim-
aged by the fire, and many of them
were dead. Mear here, we saw our sec-
ond herd of elk about 1000 fect above
us. They watched us carefully

Then the trail started to move away
{rom the river and climb. Did it clinh!
We ended up setting up camp ai abou
Ipm at Pleasam Valley Creek. We were
in bed early with plans to get an curly
start the next day,

During the night we could sce Comct
Hale-Bopp very clearly

The next morning we were on {he
trail by 7am. Picture the opening scene
of *The Sound of Music™—tlus 15 whe
the climb was like.

We reached the top at 930, with ihe
river now some 2000 feet below us
We could sce it running almost in g
straight line from Somers Creek 1o
Copper Creek. We were still about 1000}
feel below the tree line and snow line.

The trail follows Somers Creck on
the north side umtil it meets the river,
The Oregon Snake River trail 1726
follows the river northward and down-
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strean pretly much iu a straight hine
for 3 or 4 miles. It was very easy walk-
ing with a Iittle fine grass and o few
wild roses or blackberry bushes near
the trail, and oceasional burrs.

Tlus was by far our hardest day of
liking. We nade it o Beamers Copper
Creek Lodge by 3:30pm, after 4% hours
of pretty steady travel, At the lodge
we gol o beer and a warm shower.

The next day we planned to hike the
nexd 10 fo 12 miles (o Dug Bar, where
Chiel Joseph and his people crossed the
Snike while Nleeing the Cavalry, but
ivonday was a day of rin.

We wailed it out until 3 or 4pme It
wits sl rining, so we pheaed our
take-out ride, Butch of River Quest
Fxcursions, o ask il be would be
willing 1o meet us at Copper Crock.

[F he wouldn™t or couldn™. we would
liivee 10 star nm'ring downstream 1o
mget him it Dug Bar by noan the next
dav He apreed 1o come up the cxir
distance and pel us

S0 we did not finish the entire 40-
mile trip. We hiad a very good 3-mile
hike nstead

Che our way out wath River Quest. we
stupped to walk through a 380-foot
solid rock mine that runs belween the
Snake and Inaha Rivers, The Moun-
tine Clhicl hMine was constructed right
aler the o of the contury, Well worth
e stap

Aprib and May are perlect tines to
do this trep. The trail is in pood shape.
Hikers cow check on the river Mow
below Hells Caoven Dam by phoning
Tdabio Poveer Todoroetion at S040-422-
3143

Just g week after 1 returned home,
the Sunke River rose from 40,000 cfs
Cwhich would be a level of 74.5 feel) o

Jim Keenan

GO0 cfs (78,8 feet). With this 4-foot
tcreise, i few areas of the Gregon
Snake River Trail could be under water.,

For the ldaho side, coming upsiream
from Pitisburg Landing o Eirkwood
Ranch, water would be over the trail
aboul Ye-mile upsteeam from the trail-
hiead. Our timing for the trip this vear
wils just perfact

To got a detailed wap of Hells Can-
yon Wilderness, contact the Forest
Service ollice in Enterprise at 54 1-426-
JUTE.

This was our third April visit o
Hells Canyon. At this time of vcar there
is plenty of water, no bugs and no
riftlesuakes. Davione lemperatlures are
in the 6is; at night it drops intoe the
3s. Snakes do come out a Little Lner
and ey ol the side stroams reaning
into the Soake do diy up.

The cost of our trip up was $50, and
thic trip down (Ul vndy oottt dasv)
wits 365, This carly i the season,
hikers sve 1o work around e boat
schedule.

in the summer months, there are lots
of boats. but the feniperatures in the
bottom of the canyon can very easily
top 10U degrees. Limiled water and
wilrm femperianes e nod our stvle of
buckpacking.

We will be back again o do some
wiore hiking and exploring of Hells
Canyvon. We still have to complete the
section from Copper Creck downstrenm
to the Imnaha River (where the Imnaha
flows into the Snake). plus the “high
traid,” which is about 2000 feel above
the canyon foor.

For more information:
Forest Service
541-426-4978
Beamers Hells Canyon Tours
BU-522-6906
River Quest Excursions
ROO-589-1[29
For current river flows from the
UsGs;
hitp:/wewidaho. wr.usgs.gav
Locate station 13290450, which is
the Snake River at Hells Canvon
Do

Bill Bunch, of Spokane, runs the
Bill Bureh Inswrance Agency, Jim
Keenan lives in Colbert

corner lo the left

Bil! Bunch

The Snake River 2000 feet down, Copper Creek Lodge (s sround the river's
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KERRY GILLES

Obstruction Peint to Whiskey Bend

September 14, 19906

It ook 4% hours o drive froon Aber-
deen to Obstruction Point, on the vwrlh
side of Clympic MNational Park Tl
Obstruction Point rond is scany, being
very narrow, winding, and exposcd

Don and I did the 3. 8-mile hike (wilh
a [4H0-foot drop) to Grand Lake i
“hurricanc™ winds, fog, sun poppors
and a drizzle of rain. Very cold.

The trail is open and bare, bt not
colorless. The steep swatchibucks dovwn o
the ke caused soreness in iy knees
We picked campsite 4 which pave vs
some protection from the cold wind and
snow-riin yel still allowed us o view of
the lake from the back tent window,
The solar toilets were full.

Aaalia Falls, a short walk sy, is
worth sccing. Grand Lake 15 U lowese
and largest of the three lakes. 1 s wian-
gular in shape with mountains on two
sides that sweep npward to lugh peaks

The real rain came gt 4:30 50 we
staved in the tent and pored over our
neaps. el aslecp and misscd the only
hour of good weather while Don went
over to talk to the enly thiree other
peaple who were cnnping tut weekend

1 spent eighteen hours in the tent en
that first day and boped thal wasn 'L a

-=A COOL TRAVERSE—

sign of tungs (o come, Three tines in
the mzht we heard rock slides,

September 15

Left cnnp at 9230 with added rain
welghl. ob joy, Heading soutlward we
crossed meadowland and Ye-nile later
we were at Moose Lake. The spot is a
carpet of Tl colors, litde tirns, shale
lides, and hills.

A mised bag of weather again today.
Snowing, cold and freceing on Grand
Fass climimated the clance to hike 1o
Cirandvicw Peak, Pescending sharply
from Grand Pass the wenther got nice
enanely for us o sce the surroundings
Drecs s numets were out aod abow
Moy old man ol the monntiain”™ cov-
creid the hillsides

Thas 2 miles of trail is another koce-
bender. We rested at the Cameron Creck
tranl juiction. Four caonpsites here are
spread oot over a short distance.

Wi hiked up Cameron Basin, with
the tratl being a bit brushy, and crossed
seveeal simall steeams. Many cairns
with stick-poles marked the way. We
were both exhausted by the time we set
ap camp ol Upper Cameron, The re-
nzaies ol o shelter were still visible

1t bad been o hued up-and-down 7-

TR

Looking toward Cameron Pass from Upper Cameron Basin

Don Abbott

Srowing and cold on Grand Fass
mile day. We got snowed and riained on
intermittently, With the views we had,
we saw suowclad peaks and ridges,
open meadows and subalpine forest. A

strange sight was when a heron flew by

We had stars that evening and beard
another rock slide,

September 16

We awoke to a frosty morning and
the blue sky made evervthing sparkle
We waited until evervthing dried out.
s0 it was 11 before we headed up to-
ward Cameron Pass.

We siepped across moss-=lined brooks,

traversed meadowland, then staned
climbing long switchbacks across shale
slopes. It took only an hour 1o get to
the pass.

We sat down and looked back into
Cameron Baisin, a beautilul sight!
Ravens seemed interested in our packs.
which we had left open. so we gol up
and wenl back to them,

The cold wind made us leave sooner
than we wanted to. The hike down oll
the pass was slow and gradual (1o save

our knesst and we hiad zillions of grass-

Can Abboift
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aydan Fass ' Thousand

wther limes side-
hilling it

The lime-green
moss, suoky tarns,
white rocks, vibrant
pruks, purples and
yellows intenmin-
gled in a perfect
psychedelic fanlasy.
A Families of calico

Obstructien nmurimols cae oul
p Feint 71 1o sit upon huge
"\_ | gray boulder and
M whistle at us.
G Lk A straight line of
\ Moose Lk fir trees goes down
h e the middle of the
-Srannl'l:ass n mesdow and then
i g I vees oul. Hiking
A e across the meadow

el we climbed toward
& the ridge 1o the cast,
Sitting a1 1he top, we
stared down into
~ A the basin for an

, Lt Bass: 4 Lwour hoping for a

b sun break that

would make a bril-
Lizt piciure, We
| FA b didn’t get il
Meadaws W staved high

!
Cameron Fass |

.:It o

hoppers bouncing up around us,

Cince off the pass, we hiked across,
open meadowland witle smeall streams
and marmots aboul. The clinb up Lo
Lost Pass (from this direclion) is very
sy (only one blowdown) and didn’t
scem like a pass at all,

The 4-mile down the other side.
hiowever, made up for it, We stayed al
Dose Meadows only long enough for
me (o use the outhouse and for Don to
take wore warmot pictures. We climbed
the trail loward Havden Pass, crossing
the new bridge, wntil we branched off
to the lefi where we sel up camp,

This camp spot s ou a blull, wide
open, and the ground is covered with
blucberrics. 1 looked like a shelier was
here at one time. Five deer chiccked us
oul, We no more ot camp set up when
e temperature dropped and it started
snowing on us. I stopped aller an hour
and we enjoyved the rest of the evening,

Our mileags today was 6,

September 17
A lay=over day. When we unzipped
the tent we found frozen white ground,
We dayhiked up to Thousand-Acre
Meadow, sumetimes following a trail
with the wel brosh sautorating ws, and

SR and lollowed the
rock ridges back wesl to our enp,
msaking a loop hike. We sw o black bear
who took off tunning when he saw us.

Back at camp while Don took a nap |
walched twin decr play, Later we saw
two ore bears from cuimp—one going
up the Hayden Pass trail. the other
grazang on the meadowy hillside across
[rom us.

The fop dritted up from Dosewallips

but cvaporated afier an hour, We had a
clear, star-filled night.

September 18

We were awakened again at 7am by
the same woodpecker who woke us ves-
terday. This morning is a lof warmer
We huarry to get going by 9 as we have
9+ miles to do to get to Haves River,

Four looong switchbacks got us to
the top of Hayden Pass (new sign) al
10. 1t was a dull gray day with prom-
ises of light showers.

From this side the next 8.3 nules
were a comfortable grade to huke at 2
miles an hour. We encountered four
blowdowns, passed four campsites (the
best being the first), and ate some
plup blucberries

The first 2 miles of this trail are the
most scenic. The meadows are rich in
fall color, with basins to look down into
and peaks 1o look up at.

The rest of the trail gives a varicty of
hiking—through open timber, across
boulder slides. soft ground, brushy
trail, sopgy marshes. siv streams Lo
cross and a full thick moss carpet right
before the descent to the log cabin pa-
tral station. An outhouse and bear line
are here. We have to walk down 10 the
river for water.

We set up the tent on the porch of the
cabin. Yes, it was raining apain. Don has
caugli o cold. We ate dinner under our
wnbrellas. The fine mist never lel up.

September 19

I broke my left contact this morning.
Tle air is balmy and the sky is gray
and Blue. 1t's the first morning when
we put our packs on that we conument

e & L i el .._.:i

Ke:r,r it Ihm:qand Acte Meadow,

ﬁw@wfﬁ‘*
-

%ﬁ\h .

Don Abbalt
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how light they are beginning to feel

It took 1'% howrs to hike the 3.7
miles io Remanns Cabin, We sat, ate
and rested before crossing the knce-
deep Elwha River.

The 5.3 miles of the Dodger Pount
trail is a 4300-fool elevation gain and
is marked with orange tree flags and
ribbrons. I found it 10 be a depressing
ascent, the hardest thus far of our jour-
ney, our packs no longer feeling light.

Don was stung on the arm, we had
three blowdowns o cross, salal tripped
up our feet and there were very fow
level spots to stop on.

The grassy path enlers a bit of open
country where we find water from a
little rivulet. Many while snags stand on
the hillside above us. We cross another
larger meadow, then break out in the
open 10 views of mocutain all arcund.

The trail makes a long traverse,
crosses a rock slide, thien comes (o o
siiall, dirty pond and campsite. The
trail forks here: Long Ridpe trail or
Dodger Point Basin,

We make camp in the basin, Water is
nod convenient, We were at 3700 feet,
exlausted, bungry and cold. The ridpes
of Dodger Basin's south side are timber,
the north slopes are barren, forming a
glacial cirgue shaped like a hall-meon

September 240

Mo frost this worning, bul coul. We
are in total silence here. Even the wind
is quict, We dayhiked up 5-mile fo the
fire lookout. The old cabin, no longer
used, sits atop a rounded. grassy knoll,
surrounded by meadowland.

We Liad 360-degree views of all the
front peaks bul the back peaks were
clouded over. Four grouse ake close to
our feel. It started snowing higltly so
we left and headed for the abandoned
Ludden Peak trail.

A frosty morning in upper Dose
Meadows.

-

T Lt PR B

Dran Abbott

| ol i

This trail crosses several steep ra-
vines and one must be carcful. Tt's
snowing and raining again. We see four
goats lving on the steep hillside below
us. We turned around where the trail
ends, but climbers can continue into the
Biuley Range.

On the return trip we saw down in the
valley-meadow a herd of elk. Back at
ciamp we stay under the tarp that we sct
up, thus keeping us out of the tent. Our
water run is a 20-minute round trip.

We haven't been bitten by a mosquito
or deerfly this entire trip.

September 21

I woke with a full-blown head cold
(thanks, Don). It snowed lightly during
the night. Today is the 10.5-milc Long
Ridge trail and neither of us felt like we
got any sleep lasi night,

We left at 9:30 and arrived at the
iron Elwha bridge at 2pm. This is an
excellent trail and I would recommend
using it both ways instead of taking the
Dodger trail from Remanns cabin.
There were ten small (o medium blow-
downs and two mediocre campsites.

We had an hour of rain but the golf
wnbrellas kept us from having to put on
rain gear. We made our last camp just
down from the bridge on a cliff that
overlooks the Elwha. Big fir trees pro-
tect us from the rain. Water is down the
tradl a few yards. We are tired but happy.

September 22
The last 3 miles of our journey are a

Al the abandoned Dodger Foint Lookout.

tourist heaven. Eleven horses pass us
We hiked past Humes Ranch and
Michaels Cabin, historic old log cabins

Onr ride 15 waiting for us, We emerge
into the world of unlinuted toilet paper,
soft warnn beds. ot water, and solid
rools 1o keep the rain oul

Kerry Gilles and Don Abbon, of
Cirays Harbor County, spend their
spave time cxploring fe Ofvmpics.
They are wenbers of The (langians

Don Abbott

e

Kerry and Don gl Cameraon Pass
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ANN MARSHALL

Too Much SROW!

—SUGGESTIONS FOR HIKING AND BACKPACKING IN A DEEP SNOW YEAR—

The North Cascades Highway didn’t
open until early May this year; the
snow 15 about 8 feet deep at the PCT
trailhead at Rainy Pass.

The snow at the PCT trailliead at
Snogualmie Pass is 5 feet decp.

The snow depth at Paradisc on
Mol Rainier is 18 feet,

Trails are snowed in. Roads are
snowed 1. Muany compgronnds remain
closed. [F yvou don’t want 1o hike on
snow, where can vou go?

With imad-May’s warm weatlicr, the
snowpack is melting. Call the manag-
ing oflice of the arca where you want 1o
eo hiking—they mmay be able o sugpest
newly-snowlree trails.

Or follow these suggestions for guar-
anleed snowlree hiking:

DAYHIKES
Lssaquah Alps. These lowlands traidls
arc especially great when the high

couury is snowed in, (fuide to Trails of

Biger Mowntam, by Bill Longwell, 15 a
good puidebook 1o start with, Or call
the Issaquab Alps Trails Club for
schieduled likes witl TATC; you don’t
have 1o be a member: 206-328-0480,

A majer traal starts at the High Point
exit 200 on -9y another starts behind
{cast of) the high school. 1f vou go
caploring without benelit of map or
expericuced companions, beware—he
mare of trails has confused muny
hikers.

Dungeness Spit. From Scquim on
Highway 101 on the north side of the
Olvinpic Peninsula, follow signs (o the
Dungeness Wildlile Reluge, Pay a §2
use fee, and walk down the forest trail
1o the spat,

The still-forming spit streiches sev-
eral miles inda the Strait of Juan de
Fuen, The lighthouse is about 5 miles
out oo ihe spit and is stailed by volun-
tcers. Greal views on a clear day, and
wstsally abwiys windy on the strait side,

Doy Mountain and Hamilton
Mountain. For Dog Mountain, drive
Highway 14 in the Columbia Gorge
to 3 or G miles cast of Carson. The
trail starts at river level, about 100 fect,

and climbs to 2950 fect in 3 miles. 1t's
a steep climb with excellent views and
beautiful wildlowers,

Hamilton Mountain, 2443 feet, is in
Beacon Rock State Park, about 4 miles
west of the PCT trailliead, This trail
also has views and flowers bul is not as
well known as Dog Mountain and
therelore 15 less crowded.

Diablo Lake. Drive the North Cas-
cades Highway to Diablo Lake. Watch
carclully for the sign that directs you
north on a narrow road across Diablo
Dam. Near the end of the road is the
Diable Lake traillicad. Begin by cross-
ing Sourdongh Creek on a bridge.

This traul to the bottom of Ross Dam
sees little use. Although mostly in
deep forest. it climbs a blull 500 feet
above Diablo Lake where you Lave
good views al about 2 miles. Conlinug
another 134 miles 1o the base of Ross
Exam, then relrace your sieps for a 74-
mile round trip,

The Diable Lake traal has been clear-
ed of all downed trees and is in good
shape.

Thunder Creck. A fow miles past
the Diable Dam road, above, you'll
come 1o Colonial Creek campground.
Park at the far end and find the Thunder
Creck trail. It is suowlree for 3 miles,
willy winter debris and some trees down
on the trail. Despite the debris, il is a
beautiful walk, nearly level.

For variety, at the Fourth of July Pass
trudld intersection at 2 miles, you can
follow this trail hallway up to the pass
belore you run inlo suow.

Ingalls Creek. Turn off Highway 97
beiween Swauk Pass and Higlway 2
onle the Ingalls Creek road and follow
it 1o the trailhead, about 1 mile.

This is a fairly level trail with many
Nowers and, unusual for a river-bottom
Like, has good views (o surrounding
peaks. It is snowlree [or only a couple
of miles, which is why it’s under “day-
hikes” and not “backpacks.™

The trail has scang debris over it, and
winter looding has narrowed the tread
in place, but it still makes a good trip.

BACKPACKS

The OMympics. The Holi, North Fork
Skokomish, and Cuinault river valleys
all have trails that begin at very low
elevations, The North Fork Skokomish,
the highest trailhiead of these three at
G900 feet, is on the southeast side of the
range at Staircase,

The trail is snowlree for 4 miles, 1o
Big Log Camp. It has also been cleared
of blowdowns 1o this point. Expect
snow bevond Big Log, You can also ex-
plore up the Flapjack Lakes trul; ol is
snowlree to at least Madeleine Creek.

The Hoh, on the west side, 15 know
for its rain forest. At the teailhead.
GO0 feet, is a visitor cenler with nature
teuls, Camp st Olvipns Cuoard Station,
9 miles in: for a shorler trip. stop at
Happy Four, about & miles,

The Quinault River trnl 15 also called
“Enchanted Valley™ because of the
wilterfills in the upper valley during
spring mun-oll, The traillead is at 650
feet, Camp al O'Neil Creek, 6% nules;
coitinue the full 13-mile distance to
Enchanted Valley at 2000 feet, or stop
at any one of several other comps along
the way

West Bank of Ross Lake. You can
reach this trailbicad one of several
wiys, the Pack & Padidle Tavorile s 1o
take the Seattle Cily Light tug from Di-
ablo Lake to Ross Dam and the Ross
Lake Resort truck around the dam to
the start of the trail (£10 per person
roandirip for tug-and-troack).

Hike across Ross Dam and north
aboul 6% miles to Big Beaver Camp.
The trail has been maintained and all
blowdowns cleared.

For a special treat, luke back 1o Ross
Lake Resort and spend the night in one
of their Noating cabins {call 206-386-
4437 for rescrvations and infa).

Remember 1o stop at Marblemount
for your North Cascades National Park
perinil.

We're minning out of room, but
there’s still the Chelan Lakeshore
Trail, from Prince Creck o Stehekin
and the Yakima Rim Skyline Trail,
north of Yakima,
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PAULA HYATT

Hiking & Canoeing in Central Oregon

—LONG JUNE DAYS ARE PERFECT FOR EXPLORATION—

Junc is a great time for expeditions (o
Central Orcgon. The snow is gone in
many places, but there is still pleaty
around to see on the mountain tops, By
July it is getting preity hot, so for those
of us who prefer less heat and less dust,
we selected late June.

For this expedition Carolyn Scott aud
| were the organizers, she for the total
plan and the hiking, [ lor the canocing,
It was a scheduled Miscellaneous Event
under the auspices of the Chemeketans,
our local eutdoor club.

Hiking, and canoeing for those of us
who wanted to, wera on the meomi, as
well as fabulous food, of course!

On Monday morning, four ef us, i
pairs, left Salem headed for the Scotts’
cibin north of LaPine, Roz and T each
had a canoe atop our cars, knowing that
Monday, Wednesday and Friday were
lake days for all of us, and Tuesday and
Thursday were canoe days for thosc
who wished.

Inn tandem, we headed for the cabin
where we openad up, left food and
sleeping bags, then headed off in my
car for the Newberry Crater Volcanic
Area and Paulina Lake. Long June days
allowed time for a good afternoon hike.

At the lake we located the trailhead
for the Peter Skene Ogden Trail which
runs downhill along Paulina Creek
with its rushing water and some inter-
esting falls. I chose 1o go only part way,
then returned to the car, having made
the promise to pick up the other three
al McKay Crossing,

This plan would give them a pleasant
i-mile hike. I reached the crossing, the
campground there, took time 1o go (o
see Lhe waterfall below the camp, re-
turned 1o the car (parked close (o where
the trail comes in}), soaked my fect in
the deliciously cool stream then ambled
up the trail to meet them. No sign nor
sound in wore than a quarter=mile! |
went back to the car for a nap.

It was a good half hour later that they
showed up, It seems there was a road
crossing we didn't know aboul. They
waited patiently, wondering what had

happencd o me, theo left a note on the
bridee, and hiked on down. All’s well
that ends well, of course.

They went to take a look at the lower
falls afier which we hepded back to the
cabin where we had the first of the deli-
cious dinners of the trip.

Tuesday Roz, Enid, Carolyin and 1
headed out with Klamath Lake as our
destination, specifically the Upper
Flamath Canoe Trail. The put-in isa
public landing at Recky Poiut, Here
canoes were lannched for our paddic of
the Canoe Trail (yes, it's signed at
Junctions) in the Klamath National
Wildlife Refuge.

Enid is an avid birder and had her
binacs oul from the start. The water
wits lugh—the trail signs were almos
under water—and the birds weren’t
making themsclves scen as they often
do. We spotted one lawk high in a tree.
bt the many other birds were scarce,

Chur onginal wdea was 1o do the 6-
mile loop, but wind coming from the
north got we to change my mind. Okay,
there are other ways 1o do this. Try for
the upper end. come back part way on
Crystal Creck and do the cut-across,
then Back 1o the landing by way of Ree-
reation Creck.

One of the interesling things onue
st remember for this trip; there is no

sy
\t:r;m Fay

3 |z road 45
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place to pull out, stretch your legs, go
to the john, whatever. You are in a
Iarge marsh: it's all reeds and water.
We found a small inlet for lunch. Pull-
ing inlo the quict water, we tied up o a
snag, tied to each other, and enjoyed
the sunshine.

On north to the junction, but at the
junction . directions were not very
clear. We turned lefi up Crystal Creek
and went and went. Never came to an-
other junction, so [ simply had to call
for a turn-around time.

Carolvi wanted to go "to the pext
curve.” Oh, no—we've heard that be-
fore! Back at the landing, the other
three cliose to go over o the nearby re-
sort while I chose to swim in the rather
reedy water, "Twas very relreshing,
however,

The lang drive back to LaPine was
not a chore for we knew that a delicions
dinner would be awailing us,

Oops! We beat Alma and Bary Jo as
they came in from Salem with a hike
somewhere along the way. No matier.
Long June days and pleasant evenings
were destined to make for relaxing and
cujoying.

Wednesday was hike day again, In
two cars we went east and slightly north
headed for Cultus Lake, At the north-
east corner of the lake we located the
trail that would take us into the Three
Sisters Wilderness and to Muskrat Lake
and shelter, then on 1o Winopee Lake.

The trail system is extensive here
and were this not a day hike, we could
have gone on Lo the Mink Lake Basin
or any of many other places

At Muskrat Lake 1 sat and skeiched,
as best [ could, while the others cxiend-
ed their hike. For the first time we met
maosguitoes here, The others said they
were worse at Winopee. On the way
back, several of us took a side trip to
see the Teddy Lakes.

The canoers and hikers separated
again on Thursday. There was a minor
fiasco connected with the decision.
Roz's car wouldn’t start. 1t's an old
Mercedes and the only way to take care
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of il was o have it hauled into Bend,
Far to the north. Revise plans slightly,

After saying “goodbye” 1o Roz's
cir, sans cinoe which was resting
against the porch of the cabin, Rog,
Carolyn and 1 headed for the boat Lind-
ing al Hosmer Lake, behind the much
better known Elk Lake which lies riglt
alongside the Century Drive (officially
Caseade Lakes Highway) south of
Mount Bachelor,

Euwid, Alma, and Mary Jo found the
trailhesid g Lava Lake which would
take them along the east side of Hos-
wier Lake. Could we meet for huncl a
the north end of Hosmer? Don’t counl
on i, but it did sound like a fun iden

Our 44 hours on Hosmer were fan-
tastic! Many birds Qoated all over the
izt paart of the luke and in the chan-
nel leading to the far end. Bald cagles
and ospreys were in the tree tops above
us, Views of Mount Bacliclor, South
Sister and Broken Top were our con-
stant companions.

Carolyn, the goal-oriented. insisted
we search oul the source of the lake in
Cuinn Creek, so we wended oul wiy o
the “top” and up the creck us fir as we
could go. What a great expericnce!

We relurned 10 the landing where a
nice Wl gentlenan helped us put the
canoe back on top of the car, 'm too

! J—
/Jﬂ“"”:? T””’;%‘- Tumnalo B

b _'-;.:FF_L
- e
LT

Briclge Cr

campgroursd

short and oo decrepal for canoc-iilling
Paddling? That's still in my repericine

The hikers found it o warm doae an
their traal. They did gl abose Hosmic
and when they realized how fur down
and then back up they would have to
go, they called a bail and bad hmeh on
the ridge.

Wi dad mecet aginn, buck @ the cabin,
Leflovers night and boyv, was it vamog!
Planning for tomarrow was in order
SENCE we werd now shorl one cur and
the originally planned trip didn’t make
scuse. We had 1o go o Bend 1o find ot
how the car was Giring We would take
it from there.

Friday—another gorgeous day in the
olling! We paucked up, cleaned up the
cabin, and headed Lor the wuo plice
Problem not vet solved. Roe will live
to return, Where to go? How aboul
Tumalo Fulls!

I7s somie years siooe 1 was Heere Last
1 remembered the falls as being i the
woods and very lovely, We approached
the road-head. as | remembered o,
turned right on g gravel road and wen
through wide-open land, the result of
a forest fire a lew vears back. 1 was
stunned!

The new trees are beginning 1o grow,
but it’s going to be a while belore it
becomes a tuck forest. We entered the
woods & hundred vards or so below the
falls. parked in the marked picnic and
parking area. thenw went up to read the
signboard and decide on our il plan.

A loop looked [easible on the Morth
Tumala Creek Triul to Happy Valley
Meadows. The traal is in the open for
the first hundred yards or so belore cn-
tering deep woods along the creck.

Apain T opted out of the Tull trip,
went Lo an upper creck crossing, came
back and enjoyed several views of the
big Lalls, completely out in the open,
and returned to the picnic arca Tor fect-
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sogbing aud g short nap.

When the others returned they re-
ported that the snow was still o deep
and a possible creck crossing oo iy to
allow them to do the loop. They did say
that falls all along the trail were very
beautiful.

Ciine last stop on the return to Salem
by way of the North Santiam Highway,
We took @ break at the headwalers of
the Metaling River. northwest of Sis-
ters, Here the wiater comes tumbling
out of a swall spring in the wall, and
within a fow feet it becomes a 20-or-so-
yirds-wide river

Paved paths and fencing now keep
e back Trom the water. but it is well
wartl a look if vou haven't been there
before

Five davs i Central Oregon, five
greal experiences, Would T do it again?
o bet!

Hikers and canocists were:

Faulka Hyatl
Carolvn Scotl
Enid Prenit

Roe Shirack

Mary Jo Lundsien
Adia Wells

USEFLL SOURCES

Chevrgn v Chred Hiaters, by Melean and
Brown

Upper Klamath Canoe Trail Brochure,
Wincma National Forest.

Diesclintes Mationad Forest Map.
{DHdn't use any topos because the
DME wap provided all we necded 1o
know, except elevations, of course,
but we weren't concerned because we
know the arca, generally speaking. )

Fawla flvatl, of Salem, ix q men-
fer of the Cheweketans club,

-
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LEE MCKEE

The Surf Zone

Wind and the accompanying waves
are a lact of life in sea kayaking, Either
you plan to paddle on days when
wind and waves are minimal, or you
learn to deal with them. [ decided 1
wanted to feel more comfortable in
wind and waves, so 1 would have to
learn (o deal with them.

While 1 was looking over the bro-
chure for George Gronseth’s Kavak
Academy, the topic “Paddling in Wind
& Waves” cauglit my eve.

When I contacted George aboul the
subject, he said one of the steps (o be-
ing more comlortable in wind and
wives wis to take an ocean surl kayak-
ing class. Such a class, tght by Cathy
Chiute, was available for $95 through
the Kavak Academy.

Learning to ocean surf in a kayak
was nol what T had in mind, but I look-
ed over the information sheet George
senl me anvway, and then alked with
Cathy.

[ explained to her that T was just a
sea kayaker looking for ways (o im-
prove my abilities and that spending

—OVERCOMING FEAR OF FROTH—

thwe in Pacific Ocean surl’
wasn 't all that appealing to
me. | was appreliensive and
lud visions of being swepl
oul 1o sei.

She explained how the
class worked—we would be
using sit-on-iop kayaks al
Pacific Beach State Park,
Just north of Hoquiam, where
the beach slopes gradually
for good surl conditions to
learn an.

She hadn't vel had a stu-
dent get swept away, she said,
and lots of class participants
were just like me—sca kayvak-
ers wilnting (o improve, Be-
ing apprehensive was normil,
she added,

Feeling more posilive abouw  This is FUN!
the class, I mentioned it to
several people 1 paddle with, Ounly one
of them said it sounded interesting. So
befare either of us could change our
minds, Lesley and 1 had serd i our de-
posits and were signed up for the May

Lee Mcies

T0th class!

By the time May 10t rolled around
we were both having some second
thoughts, On the 2%-hour drive from
Part Orchard to Pacific Beach, though,

we decided that we were going to
have FUN and we put aside thouglits
of menacing wives and dislocated
shoulders.

The day was clear and suony, with o
temperature of over 707, northvwes
winds of 10 knots. and swells of 3 feer.
With all thie bad weather lately, we hid
lucked out on a beautiful day to be k-
ing a class on the beach!

The day started with Cathy fitig us
out in dry suits, helmets and neopreas
booties. Then we moved 1o the beach
where she got dowin 1o the basics of
ocean surfing,

Dirawing piciures in the sand. she ex-
plained, among oller things, wave ac-
tion, launching and landing, safely,
and surfing etiquette. As she talked |
occasionally eved the waves coing in
and questioned my sanity,

The final step was a review of the

“Ann Marshall

Instructor Cathy Chute (far left) reviews strokes and bracing with students {laft
to right} Bob, Shirley, Lesley, John and Les.

strokes we would be using——orward
and reverse. sweeps, braces, and stern
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rudder—ihen it wis down 1o the
wiler's edpe.

Belore actually zetting into the boals,
SVerTONG spent soine e gethog uscd
lo swiming in the sarl T had always
avoided swinuning in the Pacific Ogean
fexcept in Flwaii), so this was o first
for me,

Catby nuarched cenfidently into the
frothy water and our class of five fol-
lowed ke ducklings. In wast-doep
waler she demonstrated swimming
with g paddle, and we all Tollowed her
exmunple, Dy suils kept us comfonable
as we bobbed around in the 33° water. |
wonder what the people strolling along
the beach though!

Swirkming in the surf really did re-
lieve the apprebausion that had been
Duilding m e and soon i wis e o
move on 1o e kavaks, We liad four
Rovaks for Ove students, so one studem
would be on shore with Catby at all
tinags helping to keop aneve on Lhe
people m the bouts. Also, Cathy's nssis-
tant. Rex. was in Lis surl kayak on the
waler ready (W provide instruction and
assistance i needed,

Lesicy and | looked at each other and
alter o fow words, 1 convineed her thin
she really did wint e be one of ihe first
o go out. Aler adjustng the kayak's
back and knee straps, she wis olT into
the waves. soon she was paddling ol
trming, aod surfing i with a fan
amount of confidence and a big grin.

One el the good things about thus
cliss os that your can progress af vour
own speed. The wave heiglt is relaive-

Lee Mcree

Wave height is relalively smail but just right for learming, as Lesley demonsirales.

Iy sinall closc-in and gets larger the
Gurther out you go. You choose what
kinc of wives von wanl 1o be in. You
can practice broaching and bracing.
punching through breaking wiaves,
back-paddling to avoid waves, aod, of
comrse, surfing,

And vou can do all tug while i wa-
ter that s only waist deep—if vou cap-
size, just st up!

The next fow hours went quickly as
we il ook turns with the boats and
got used 1o the surf cone. The sil-on-
1o boits were casy (o naseuver and
were casy 1o gel ofl and back on afier

Ann Marshal

Two tired surfers, Lee and Lesley head for shove fo fake a break

Capsizing.

This is an cocrgy-intensive activity,
however, and by the time 3:30 rolled
around, we were tired and decided i
was time to call it a day. Three of us
lieaded off to the showers. while two
of our classmates still frolicked in the
WAVES,

It had been g good dav, T gained ex-
perience in dealing with waves, and o
had been fun! The only drawback is
that T now have caught myself thunking
about adding a surf kayak to my list of
equipment!

For more information on this class or
other classes contact:
George Gronscth's
Kavak Academy
2512 NE 951h Street
Seattle WA 95115
MH-52T-1825,

Lee Mokiee, of Port Ovchard, is Pack
& Paddfe s bisiness mianager.
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LARRY TRAMMELL

Middie Fork Trail

This is a new trail, opened lasi vear,
so it does not yel appear on most (rail
maps or in the trail guidebooks.

It features occasional views of the
rugged Garfield Mountain ridgeline to
the north, occasional open views south-
east along the Middle Fork Snoqualmie
river valley, and large arching bridges
across the Snoqualmie at the trailhend.
over Cripple Creek, and again across
the Snogualmie at Dinglord Creck.

This showld be an antractive alterna-
tive to other trails in the North Bend
arca, most of which are severcly steep,
rough from under-maintenance, or
overcrowded. Whether vou will find tis
trail fully satisfactory is another matter

Driving east [rom North Bend on -
i), take the Edgewick Road exit. Turn
left under the highway and continue
north past the truck town about Y-
wile. Turn right and go abowt 2 wmiles
to a fork. Take vour chioice; both
branches lead to the same place. but the
lower road is wider and safer.,

The road becomes rougher at 3 miles.
so fake vour time, Even passconger ve-
hicles can survive the potholes 1o the
large parking lot at the Middle Fork
trailhead, 105 miles from the lughway,

Crossing the Middle Fork Snogual-
mig River on an arching bridge, the
trail clings o the steep river bank for
the first Ya-mile, passing the Taylor

—SURVEY AND REVIEW—

River confluence. The river bank be-
ging (o level, and the trail swings
gradually awiy 1o the southeast,

I a1 long 'S-mile, reach the lower
edpe of the sheer rocky face of Rainy
Knob, a good final destination for tiny
tot hikers. At about | mile, the trail
swings southward past the east end of
the Knob.

Al about 1.75 miles, join an old road
grade and @ firm surface, a welcome
clumge [rom the mud. At 2 miles, casy
crossing of creeks on stones, losing the
roced pracde. A 275 miles approach the
river again, and rench the river bank at
abont 3 miles,

Parallel the riverbank aboul Ya-mile
through wild roses as the humming-
Birds hum nearby, then about the same
distance along a gravel bar, Up and
over i geotle rib, then back down to re-
join the river at 3.75 miles. at an excel-
lent viewpoint of the river valley.

Another Ya-mnile continues not far
froms the river. The, an abrupt turn,
and two switchbacks gain 100 feet el-
cvation, the lrgest single clevation
gain on the route,

Join up with an older trail that has
a more solid base. hence muoch less
mud. A gradual swing south with very
gradual elevation gain reaclics the 73-
foot bridge span above Cripple Creek
at 4.5 miles.

The trail continues on 4 roughly level
contour, seon passing above an aban-
doned beaver swamp where opinion-
aled frogs argue vigorously. The trail
follows the mossy edge of a beneh
above the river, roughly level, the river
level rising gradually,

The pitch becomes somewhal steeper
and the river closer, and at 3.5 miles. a
signpost indicates the access trail junc-
tion fo Dinglord Creek. A quict lunch
alone in the rain by the cresk, and [ am
ready for a return trip.

Teavel time about 3 hours each way.
willi numerous stops to take notes and
to locate routes throngh md baths.

Why the mixed review? Much of the
distance is rather featureless. removed
from the river. You might appreciate
the grandeur of the glorious old growth
forest. but vou won't find any.

Except for the blankets of moss. |
Found much of the torn-up hardwood
jungle with occasional pockets aof
second-growth coniferous trees rather
unlractive.

The trml should be relatively easy
Nat wravel lor lowlanders, with under
Jud feet total clovation change over 5.5
miles. Yet much of the tread is very
soft, in spite of the 37 bridge or board-
walk structures along the trail, wirh
over 1200 feer of antificial tread

The mud won 't selidifv antl Lue

Garfield Min

%, Rainy Knob

Middle Fork
Snoqualmie Trail

1 wmit

A I P . |

Dingfard
Creen

LT
Fla/qy
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DEBORAH RIEHL

RESCUE EPICS

—BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE, CONTINUED—

Last month 1 wrote about a rolling
rock that gathered no moss, but did ac-
quirg o rescucr who was i the wrong
place at the wrong time. This month's
epic invelves another episode of rocks.
Current scorg; Rocks 2, Climbers 0.

While climbing the west face of Guye
Peak on Junc 8, 1996, at about 2:45pm,
“Kristin® was struck by a flling 100-
pound rock. Her climbing partner,
“Dwight,” pulled out his cellular tele-
plone and called 911

King County SAR officer “Tim"™ was
patrolling along the Middle Fork Sno-
gualmie River when he received notifi-
cation. Tim called the Forest Service
Visilor Center at Snogualimic Pass
where “Arl” was on duty. Art is also a
ITTHITI NS

Art was able to call Dwigld directly,
and received details of the accident. As
the mussion was being organizod, An
drove to the parking lol near the scree
slope beneath Guye Peak's rock [ace.
He was able 1o see the climbing pariy
from there.

Rescuc Base was established at the
Snoqualnue Pass Cache. AL Jpm.
Dwiphn called again and reported tha
Kristin's condition wias deterioriling
due 1o 0 possible punctured fung, and
she was going into shock. Tim already
had contacted the MAST helicopter. At
430 wenniain reseaer “CDave” ar-
rived at the ciche,

He started in with two ESAR climb-
ers, At 5;30pm a larger mountain res=
cue lemm stared in. MAST arrived al
S:30pm in the form of one of the new
Blackhiawk helicopters, They were able
to lower a medic with a litter to the
site. At 6:27pm Kristin was winched up
into the Blackhawk quickly followed by
the medic.

Mountiin rescuer “Andy™ rapelled
down to Draaght aind then helped him
up 10 i e o st the walk back owt.
By 8pin ey crvone was ot of the ficld.

[ 1z mvission some of the hosands
af using helicopters were clearly illus-
trted; While Kristin wus being winch-
cd up. the medie’s pack was blown ofl
e ledge by the rotor wash and tumbl-
ed down the scree slope, scattering all
ils conteuls, Alsoa few troe limbs were
pruncd as the helicopler mancuvered 1o
get near twe critically injured climber,

This is 1 postseript to the Januan
97 Ramypent Ridpe Mission (sce
clpwed, penge 13). 1 was recharging my
solar cells in the koo clair during one
ol the mee sunny days we Lad this
spring wheo the telephone rang. It was
acall from “Mare,” the wile of “Broyan,”
the snowshoer who broke s femur in
a Lall on Rampart Ridge, Mary hod
hiked out for hielp

Mary called 1o ask who had been in-
volved o this mission so that she could

write letters of thanks and make contri-
butions to the volunteer groups which
had helped. She also filled in some fas-
cinating details about the mission.

The companion who had staved with
Bryan while she hiked out was Mary's
nephew. He had kept the injured man
warm in the 9 degree weather by liter-
ally lying on top of him,

When Mary left for help, she was not
sure thit Brvan was going 1o survive.
His leg was broken in three places and
required two surgeries of scveral hours
each to repair. He still faces more sur-
gery for removal of the pin holding the
boac in aligninent while it heals.

Brvan can drive now, but pulting
weight on the leg for walking is yel (o
come. Bryan did say that he knew he
wias going (o make 10 when he saw
SPART member “Tom™ and his head-
lamp comue up over the crest of the
slope onto the level spot where Brvan
was lying.

It was fun being able to inform each
other of the details of the mission
which were unknown to us, We had
been put in touch by a SPART member
who had been on this mission. and had
learned throogh a cliance conument that
e works witlh Bryan's brother,

Debhby Riekl, of North Creek, is o
wemiber of e Sk Poteol Rescue Team,

Middle Fork Trail

sunner, and i made considerably
worse by the chiurning of bike tires,
Though | appreciade the clTort 1o reduce
the picssure on the Alpine Lakes trails,
the maiienance cosls are gorng to be
staggeng. | have to wonder if this
wis & beller use ol resources Uin, say,
repairing some of e serious dansipe
on the Hester Lake trail just across
the wvalley,

I intewtionally picked o time of vear

when tradl conditions and weather are
unpleasant, foavowd the bikes, When
the weither turns nicer, and when the
tread turns drier, a hiker will hordly
Iunee o clomee against the bicycles.
Bicvehisls are only o ninority, but
they dre cerlawly a proninent minor-
iy, 1 passed four bikers oo oy survey
trip. yet | had to hop off of one of the
boardwalks to avoid 1wo of them,
Perhaps the solution 15 not 1o beat
"em, rather, 1o join ‘em. Here | come,
vee lah! But speaking as a hiker who

hias made many trips into the Middle
Fork area, 1 have mixed feelings aboul
making this trip again.

Larry Trammedl r@f'f.v.ﬁ'rlrjlurrh, has
becin going into the Middle Fork for
the fast 13 vears as an escape [rom the
software industry,
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—PANORAW NEWS FROM ALL OVER

TRAIL PARK PERMITS—Te Trail
Park permit system (see April, poge 26,
and May, page 17 Tor details) will go
into effect in June,

Permits will be required to park at
most irailheads on eight National For-
ests in Oregon and Washington. In
Oregon they are the Sivslaw, Wilkim-
ette, Deschutes and Wallowa-Whitian.
In Washingtlon they are the Olypic,
Wenatchee, Okanogan and Baker-Sno-
qualmie.

The permil costs $25 for one vear. At
time of purchase of the main permit, a
sccond permit may be purchased for 3.

"Trail users who have not displayed a
Trail Park permit in their vehicle will
find a polite note on their windshield
explaning the new fee and renunding
them to pay,” said Wenaichee Forest
Supervisor Sonny O'Neal.

“We realize it will ke sone time to
gain broad public understanding ol the
new fee,” hie added. “but we think most
trail users will be willing to pay to
maintain 4 top quality sl system.”

o

Your Fees At Work

This symbal means a Trail Park pass /s
reguired within -mile of the lraithead.
NORTH CASCADES INSTITUTE—
Fascinating senunars are scheduled this
summer by the North Cascades [nstitute.

Learn about bats in Teanaway Night-
life: Bat Ecology, July 25-27. The
wildflowers are going to be spectacular
this year. Learn about thewm in Wild-
flowers of Harts Pass, August 8-10,
Unravel the mysteries of those valleys
and ridges with Field Geology Back-
pack, August 12-14. The {ee [or each
of these classes is 5125 per person.

Full scholarships for minorily and/or
low-income folks are availuble. For a
scholarship application or a complete
1997 course catalog, contact:

North Cascades Institute

2105 Highway 20

Sedro-Woolley WA 95284

360-8506-5T00 k204

nei@neascades. org

LAND, LUNCH AND LAUNCH—
The Waslangten Water Trails Associa-
tion 15 working 1o provide “Land,
Lunch and Launch™ sites along the
Cascadia Marine Trail,

The idea is that you can land your
boat, know it will be safe while you
grab some lunch or pick up provisions,
and launch,

So fur, three sites are in the LLL pro-
graumn: Clympic Ouidoor Center in
Poulsbo, Vashon Island Kavaks, and
Bainbridge Island Boat Rentals,

For information on these siles or on
the Cascadia Marine Trail, contact;

Washington Water Trails Assoc

4649 Sunnyside Ave N, room 305

Seattle WA 98103

206-5345-916]1.

www.eskimo.cony'-wwii

GARBAGE DUMP—Joshua Tree Na-
tional Momuuent is one of the most re-
moie spols in the lower 48 siales. Per-
haps for this reason, a speculator in
Wilshe management walls 1o create the
wolrd's largest landfill on a site sur-
rounded by the park on three sides,

The dump would be more i just
mear the park. Tt would be surrmumded
by it, tucked into 5 fold in the park’s
uneven southeast boundary, I the dump
i5 built, the desert winds would spread
trash and carry odors throughout the
park. Lights would be visible and noise
would be audible.

This dump would accept 200000 fons
atrash a day for more than 100 years.

Write Riverside County and let them
know that a dump here is unacceptable:

Riverside Coty Board of Supervisors

PO Box 1147

Riverside CA 92502,
—excerpled from The Mountaineers
Conservation Newslelivr.

IDAHO BLACK BEAR REHAB—
The Idaho Black Bear Relabilittion
Frogru started in 1989 ynder the
guidance of wildlile manager Jobin
Beechunm. During his bear studics, he
raised and released many orphaned cubs.
Using Ius bear expertise and my rehab
experience, | developed rebab tech-
niques exclusively for bears. Between
1989 and 1996, Idabo placed a total of
31 orphancd cubs in the rehab program.
ldaho is one of the [ew states that
successfully rehabs bears, Zoos or wild-
life parks can rarcly take the cubs. Lefi
alone in the woods, the orphans don’t

survive, Fishand wildhite deparctaean:
i many stales bave fow options in i
dling these cubs, Most of Lae i i
is no place for them 1o go

In 1994, the relab progian: ves p
semted af the Weslern Black Sew
Workshop. Mony wijdiile manapers. b
ologists, fish and wildhife depiruic:s
and bears researchers worldwide b :
requested copies of 1he progrmm
Thanks to the succosstul releise of cubs
in Idaho, more sties are consudering
rehab as an allermestive 1o cutlvnasio

For the past eight voars Uve Tewd the
rare privilege of spending ey life with
bears. Many individuads boipod e i
ing that time. However U1 ashange o
ervone 1o halp just one oo,

The muain threat 10 1he progeai s
vear 15 the change inome work. T D
cember, my job wes od 1o Salt | ake §
probably had the onby job in Boise tey
would let e bring cubs (o waork, und
stop fo feed them every thive s

I'm developing opporiuniics oo
at home so | can nemage the rohab pro-
gram and care for the cubs Lol D
fully established. however L aindd pro-
vide the finances noeded to suppor Hhic
program for this vear. That meais |
can’t take orphaned cubs

It cosls about 34400 1o relab cacl culb
The program asily vses S130 of fomanls

aweck. 20 ponnds of dog e adi
and several cises of sz onch wock,
The pood tews 15 Wbt ik s st He

pmnediate fareee it 15 ar vk Cabs
will stan arriviag o diy and | oeed
some help righ pow so §cm taee them

During 1997 we will incorpocsic Hh
program aud apply fon noe-profit st
tus. For now. [ will send out newsletivss
to anvone who donates 1o 1w 3]
1°HL senteoduce vou to the enden
per, share the amusing antics of G
and the special sping of Shosbione, 10
tell you how we care lor thic cub and
take you zlong as we plige (o m
dens for hibernation

Comtact:

Sally Maughan

ldaho Black Bear Hehsh

6097 Arney Lane

Boise 11 83703

20B-R53-3 105
w=gxperpied from an article o interna.
tional Bears News by Sallv Vauglia

COLVILLE FOREST EVENTS
series of wildflower walks s schedulod
this sunmer by Colville National Tos



oA couple of the evenlts are:

Swan Lake Walk, Saturday, June 7.
ke i 2-male walk around Swan Lake
willy recreation specialist Keith Wake-
ficld highlighting plants, animals and
historic sites. Meet @t the Swan Lake
campgronnd kitchen at Yam, aboul 15
uules sonthwest of Republic off the
scatter Creek rond. Call the Republic
Bianpeer sttion for wore infornution:
S-TTARE0S,

Hall Mountain Walk, Sutarday, July
12. Take a 4-mile round-irip hike to the
top of Hall Mountain with biologist
Tim Bertran 1o look at forested and
nop-lferesied communitics. Meet at the
Sullivan Lake Ranger Station (abown 7
miles cast of Metaline Falls) at 9am
and carpog! 1o the trailhead. Have
laneh e top al the site of an old fire
lookout Cudt the sullivan Lake ranger
statron to repister (space 15 limied);
A= =T AL

For tmformanen on ather suntner
evenls on tie Cobvilie Nanional Forest,
call Au-n s 4-T000

EAGLE RESCUE—An immature
bald cogle =ob a helping hand when he
wis spotted Moundering in the witer
of Lopes Fass in e San Juans, Twao
people o sl boat approached the
bird ind ooe of theo held out an oar.

he eaple serambled onto the om
aned Bedd o whiale tee boat slowly 1ock
hizen o shose

Youne cuagles have to learn to fish.
and develop their udgement by practice
Somciimes they pooll This time, one
pol lucky.—frany inforaaiion in a story
by Migeeat Henatton, The Herald,

MOUNTAIN LOOP HIGHWAY —
MeatTic ¢ this SO-mile streteh of road
between Granite Falls and Darringlon
fas ey doobled between 1979 and
Fandd Dring the poak sununer scason,
vediele connls now execed S per day.

The Departinent of Trmsporiation
o ddertilied these problems;

= road is nareow with oo few
puilonls o pass safcly,

= [k of adequate parking space al
s and other sites.,

= sttt distanees are poor around
cunes

wlie pree] sarface between While
Clck River and Barlow Pass is casily
ruibled e dillicult 10 neaatain

s | e road crosses a Lirge unstable
Lidshide near Monte Cristo Lake.
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The Federal Highway Administra-
tion, along with the Forest Service and
Snohomish County, is developing a
Drafi Environmental impact Statement
for the 14-mile unpaved section be-
tween White Chuck River and Barlow
Puss.

Here's a sumimary of the allernatives
addressed in the draft EIS:;

» The road is widened (o 28 feel and
paved along the existing alignment,

* The road is widened 1o 24 feet and
paved along the existing alignment.

# The road is widened to 22 feet and
renuing g gravel read,

= Sections of the road would be re-
aligned in scpgments of Y- 1o -mile,

There is also a “noe action” allerna-
tive. The draft EIS will probably be
completed in early 1998, with a final
EIS and a decision in 1999 If an “ac-
tion” alternative is selecied, constrice
tioat would not start antil after 2001,

If vou would like more details on the
praject, ro would like 1o be informed of
pubrlic meetings, comact:

Wiestern Federal Lands

Highway Division

610 East Sth St

Vancouver WA 98661,

ARMED AND PEACEFUL—For
meany vears the US Arnmy has held
traiming exercises on the White River
Ranger District 1o provide a combina-
tion of terrin, clevation and vegetation
for inlantry, special Torees and other
pilitary units from Fort Lewis.

The current permit prohibits the
carrving of weapons during training.
The Ary is proposing to amend the
cxisling permil to allow soldiers on
training exercises (o curry small arms.
They feel the weight and bulk of carry-
ing weapons through mountainous
terrain will more closely replicate con-
ditions soldiers actually Tice during
deplayiment.

Appropriate public notices and sign-
ing will be implemented for these types
of training exercises, The White River
Dstrict is interesied in your response 1o
the following question:

How will the public react to sceing

US military personnel carrving weap-

ons while conducting training exer-

cises on the White River Ranger

District?

Please respond in writing with your
conunenls and suggestions, including
specific rtionale for your opinions, Lo:

Don Maks

White River Ranger District

B57 Roosevelt Ave E

Enonmclaw WA 98022,
(Fd. Note: Comments were due by May
10, but we didn ¥ receive the notice in
time for the May issue. He're sure Don
would like to hear from vou anyway )

CHILEAN MEMORIAL-—In 1920
the Chilean schooner 10 Pivrie
wrecked off the coast just nonh of La
Push, Only two survived.

The daugliter of one of those survi-
vors returned to the Seattle area in
My, Morug Peterson visited as a musi-
ciin with a singing group from Pozo
Almonte, Chile.

Through a translator, she told a Her-
ald reporter of the ship wreck, and that
the two survivors had been brought to
Scattle for medical care. Her visit as
part of the Pozo Almonie Municipal
Women's Clhioir was “a maguificent
opportunity to visit Seattle.” she said.
— o infarmation in The Herald.

[RON GOAT TRAIL—Help preserve
the fron Goat Traal by participating in a
construction or mauntenance work
party, Each volunteer will receive a free
Trail Park Pass [or the day. Those who
volunieer two times will be able 1o ob-
tadn a free anoual pass,

Phone the monthly work party coar-
dinator w0 wake a reservation for spe-
cific dates. For June the coordinator is
Suzy Stockton, 425-643-0395,

For more information on the trail
and its maintenance, call the Tron Goat
info line at 206-283-1440,

PLASTIC BOARDWALK—About W)
years ago Olvmpic Notional Park re-
placed the knce-deep-mud trails from
Lake Ozetie to the beaches with a
raised boardwalk of cedar planks. The
cedar boardwalk saved the marsh from
being trampled by thousands of boots.

But the cedar planks grew slippery
maoss, rolted, and have needed continy-
ous nintcnance, Last year as an ex-
periment, Park crews began installing
new planks made of recveled plastic
and wood fiber. The new planks are lo-
caled on the first 200 fect of the Cape
Alava trail,

Although they are more expensive
than the cedar boards, says Ozette
Ranger Dan Messaros, they may last
longer—and they are nor slippery!



“— REST STOP

VANDALISM-—This is the time of
year when trailhead vandalism picks
up. Although things don’t scem to be as
bad as they were a few vears ago (when
PP ran “Vandalism Alens” through
the summers), there's no telling when
the creeps will come out again.

Mumber one, don’t leave anything in
your car. In particular, don’t shove a
purse, wallet or camera under the front
seat. If you bring it in the car, take it
with vou in your pagk,

MNumber two, if vou do suller a car
break-in, report it to the county sheriff
(and also notify the local ranger sta-
tion). no matter how small your loss
was. The sheriff's office can respond
much better when they have lots of in-
formation.

NEW NORTH CASCADES MAP—
Richard Pargeter’s new map, "North
Cascades East,” is now available. Up-
dated and revised, it covers the Cas-
cades rom Mount Redoubt to Lake
Chelan.

The map is done in pictorial relicf,
which means that, although it is not
suitable for navigation, if can be used
for simple trail travel. It is beautiful 1o
behiold and looks great on an office
wall. 1t is also useful for long-distance
planning, as the map shows trails and
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gives distances for 2300 square miles of
HIOUNLINS,

Order for $6.95 plus $1.50 shipping
from:

R.A. Pargefer

PO Box 844

Kent WA 98035,

HEADLAMP—Ycars ago [ used a
four-battery headlamp with a separate
battery pack that rode in a pocket, with
a wire snaking up over my shoulder to
connect with the lamp. It was heavy
and awkward, but it sure was a nice,
bright light.

A while back T put that old light

The VOR-TEC headlamp.

away and got a modern, lightweight,
two-battery light that is convenient but
not nearly as bright.

Mow comes a new four-battery light
from Princeton Tec. They call it the
VOR-TEC headlamp. The four batter-
ies are containad in a waterproof plastic
cylinder right behind the lamp.

It weighs 9 ounces total, which com-
pares favorably to my corrent Petzl
headlamp al 6 ounces, Even with two
brand-new batteries in the Petzl, the
VOR-TEC with its four batteries is very
much brighter,

The VOR-TEC headlamp is water-
proof to L1000 feat and has a lifetime
warrauly. 1t comes with batteries, two
bulbs, two reflectors and a nvlon stor-
ape bag. The price is $41.95,

If you can't find the VOR-TEC a
your local store, contact:

Princeton Tee

PO Box 8057

Trenton NI 08650

ROH-25T-9080

BOOKS—The summer "97 catalog for
Adventurous Traveler Boakstore is oul.
It lists hundreds of titles for guidebooks
and how-1o books. for many sports, all
over the world

Call for 2 catalog: 800-282-3963 (or
email: books@atbook com).

more on CAMERAS see May, page 24

SUNNY 16—Please explain: what is
the “sunny 16" rule?—Peg Feru,
Monroe.

| think I can make a bricl explania-
tion, Basically, the rule says that if your
subject is in bright sun on snow or
sand. vour f~stop is 16. For every drop
in available light, your f~stop opens by
one stop,

Here's a little chart;

f1G  brght sun; sand or snow
11 bright sun; average subjects
fig cloudy bright; no shadows
f15.6 overcast or open shade

Thas is essentially the same chart that
is printed on the inside of many Kodak
film boxes.

1 had always set the basic shutter
speed at 1/125, but Paul Schaufler has
explained to me that you set the length
of exposure for the reciprocal of the
film speed. For example, if your film

speed 15 64, set the shiutter speed for IS
60, the closest shutter speed to the film
speed. I your film speed is 400, vour
shutter speed would be 1/500. Close
enough, says Panl,

And if you're unsure, bracket, Brack-
eting means to take one photo about
where you think the proper exposure is,
Then take another that's one slop over-
expased, and a third that's one stop un-
derexposed,

My father always said, “Take lots of
photes. Film 1s cheap,”——A31,

PENTAX SHUTTER BUTTON—
The Pentax Zpom 90WR is one of the
best cameras | lave used. I las one mi-
nor probleni-—the rubber cover for the
shiutter button comes off occasionally.
If you use the wrong glue to reset it, the
case will become damaged.

Diana had to have the cover reglued

twice, but 1 finally fixed it permancally
with plastic electrical tape. To keep il
from sticking to the plunger, 1 pul a
simall circle of tape behind the cover
tape 1o make a non-stick area. The
shutler release is now totally water-
proof and operates without flaw,

If you've got one of these cameras,
cousider putting the tape on now. If
that rubber loosens, water will get o
the camera and ruin il. Good shooting
—Rahert DeCiraw, Kivkland

DIGITAL CAMERA-—Tried out an
Epson digital camera on a recent trip.
It gives so-s0 image quality. Need to
wail until e price comes down on the
betier quality cameras.

Itis a very lightweight camera, about
6 ounces. Holds 65 images! It was fun
to get home and view the images imimne-
diately. —Larry Smith, Port Orchard,



~ EDITOR’S JOURNAL

Mount Danfel, from a high point
above Paddy-Go-Easy Fass, Alpine
Lawss Wildarness

FROM THE MAIL BOX—"T truly
enfon vour magazine, The trip reporls
are unvaluable " —ympia.

“whonld like to see more Lrail reports

—particularly longer articles on rontes
potl covercd i poide books. " —Neatrle,

“Whonld like to see wore carly season
triel and road aceess reports feom the
LGN agencics.”—Sealile,

“1can’t walk the trails or climb any
more, bul your publiciation is the next
best thing, " —Ciravfaind.

“Thanks so much for all of the wark
you both do in keeping (he magiiane
current and helplul, " —ienaichee,

“Your Tormat of using ordinary
people writing {rip reports o plain
words mixed with inferesting and in-
fornetive articles lits just the rigly
chords with me " —Careemearer.

“Would like to see wmore storices abou
Yellow Cal."—HBremerion

TRAVELS—Iu carly May | took o va-
cation, Mving (o Jacksomville Beach,
Floridi. to visit my son Marshall and
bis fmily, including granddauglver
Talvn, who is now 2. Blue skics, 80 de-
prees. and palm {rees,

Then 1 stopped in Fort Worth, Texas,
Lo visitwy davghter and son-in-law,
Amber and Andy. Just belore 1 arnived
they had 1aken in o oy abandoned
puppy who wis still trving to learn the
houschold routing (like sleeping
Urrough the night). Blue skics, 80 de-
erees and wildflowers on the prairie.
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It was preat (o visit the kids, but it
sire wias nice 1o [y in across the Cas-
cades and back to cloudy skics. 33 de-
grees, and big evergreens.

KAYAK SURFING—I was an inter-
ested observer at Lea’s kayak surf class
in mid-May (see page 24), His instrac-
tor Cathy Chute took 41l in the kayak
surfl competition in Santa Crue,

[ didn’t even know there wax such a
thing as a kayak surl competition, but
she explained that it's a big sport

After watching the class. [ can sec
lwow it would attract people. 11 looks
like a ket of fun, kind of Like alpine ski-
ing. Mavbe I'll have to give this class
a Loy mysell

TRAIL MAINTENANCE —Hoere al
Pack & Paddle Headquaners we've
been doing our own trail mainicnance.
After the winter sterms brought
down a couple of trees on our wood-
land path, we sent out a1 trail crew 1o
clean things up.

Yellow Cal. as trail boss. and Les. as
crew, spent i couple of wecks with the
chatn saw, wheelbarrow, and mber
tools clearing our trail svstem Lee dis-
covered i new trillivm bloosming on the
beginning of the trail

Y¥C enjoys walking this ronte with
us and s glad to buve 0o good shape
HYEHHITP

PAUL CREWS— Ouc of our subscrib-
ers from far-nway Alaska was o town
recently, and Iwas lucky enough to
meet him briefly when he stopped by,
Faul Crews has written i book called

Lucky the Cal. of Mercer Island, with
his faverite magazine

Jack Menil

| Quote of the month:

The weight of your pack in-
creases in direct proportion to
| the amount of food you con-
| sume from it. If you run out of
| food, the pack weighl goes an
| increasing anyway.—Jim
| Drannan, from the Peninsula
| Wilderness Club newsleffer.

Farly Hiking in the Olvmpics, 1922-
1942 which we'll tell you about in the
next issueg,

Faul himself is quile an interesting
person, He and lus friends were the
founders of the Bremerton Ski Cruisers
and. after he moved to Anchorage,
FPaul founded the Alaska Mountaimeer-
ing Club.

[Dee Molenaar wrole the loreword for
Paul’s book. Dec and Paul met on
Mount McKinley in 1960, when climb-
ers gathered to rescuc the John Day?
Whittaker party.

Paul still has ties to the Qlympics
{hus daughier lives in Sequing and he
has returned to hike and climb every
Aungust for the last several years,

ON THE TRAIL—It is always fui to
meel Pock & Paddle subscribers, On
May 17, about 10060 feet below the
sumimit of Mailbox Peak, I stepped ofl
the trail to let a faster group go by,

They turned out 1o be several mem-
bers of the Cuneo family; brothers Dou-
glas and Terence, their mom Linda,
and Terence’s wile Kari. Two dogs ac-
companied them on fool. while a third
snoozed in Terence’s pack, They recog-
nized me because | wear a sun visor
that says "Pack & Paddle” on it, and we
visited for several minutes,

They continued 1o the summit, and
when our group of six gals reached the
top. we spent about an hour alking
with them, Nice folks, I'm glad [ got o
meet them.

See vou in the backeountry

Ann Marshall



(er‘th Ca‘%CE’ldE;\ THREE SIMPLE QUESTIONS-ONE SIMPLE ANSWER

B dase cam p How many maps does it take to cover-
> (gl 11 =« 2 300 square miles of 2astern North Cascades Mountaing?

= 9g5 rr;m: of trail showing point-to-point mileages and elevations for vour trps oo thesp
trails?

= A dozen or more? Many? NO! JUST ONE!

“THE NORTH CASCADES EAST" pictarial relief map is the ONE. After a eomplete mrlw
and revision, where needed, Dick Pargeter has just reintroduced this unique Cascades n'ra.u
“THE HﬂHTH MSEHES EAST" isn'ta copy af a USGS contour map, soden’l plan o count

contour lines, I is a 22°; x 24" oblique angle illustration rendered by lllustrator Pargetér in full

color from many air photos (for facial featuges of peaks) and USGS maps, then pnntul' rh]hllll:ra !
in Kenl, Washington, U.5.A,

“THE NORTH CASCADES EAST" hasan alphanumem index 50 yau tanlMate 214
peaks, 120 [akes and 145 named sireams.

See tnis region o its BIG PICTURE, “airman's view™ from Newhalem to rieas Mazama. and from
British Columbea tn Holden Vitlage and Miners Ridge=The beart of the American &lps!

Join us at our famuly style inn for This map is for dreaming and planning, and for traif travei only. If you're 2wk nig ot trail, w52 wilh 7.3 of
hiking, bicycling, fishing, or just 15 minute” USGS type topos. And use common sense and experien:
EJ|.J n relaxin 1r: the heart of the "M 1 ke ) ar pans of 16 USGS 15 mote 000 Taps 203 D eacn 10 00 S 500 S0 TS
Cascades. ‘£|-;.art' breakiasts and Whiy mot ask your preses Tma.pr tailer 12 '21 you choose wiich map, or systen of maps that fs yawr
dinmers.  Hot b, Families and personal needs andior s« ieval? You are the customer, make sur erﬂu haw:—a ChoICe. Happy heing!
reoups  welcome, Moo smcking,
Reservations recommended. o e ::f;,::;ﬁ ksl Orly %695 for 2,300 square mites. What a VALDE!
Combich Hidk e Sue Bobety retaifers hereabouts, in additian fo thase To order irecly, send °6.95 + *1.50 (S5H) lo:
255 Lost B. Rd., Mazama WA 98833 along the Cascades and Oiympic Highuays. R.A_ Pargeter, P.0. Box 844, Kent, Washingion {D.BI].':‘IS-j
\L (509) 996-2334 _) (D tss0a ceck ar USPEMDaRY pledtey

INTERNAL FRAME SPECIALISTS | BACK ISSUES
AVAILAEBLE
e S - | Complete your Pack &
5 ﬁ"]: _:;Pr.:u_.ﬁ:::. 'j"..r n Paddie library-—get all the
o Byoess shioukder 2og g back C{"-ﬂiiz"ﬁ fram Volume |

Mumber 1 to e current
issue. Write ar call for
ordering nformatiorn:

McHale & Cumpany
Pack & Paddle

x ;Q 281-7861 \‘xﬁ ; PO Box 1063

29 Draivius Street, Seattls Port Orchard VWA S2386
Intersection of Mickerson & Dravas, 4 blocks west of scuthside Fremont Bricge. 360 871-18€2
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