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‘ﬁ A holiday or birthday ... $
is a great time to give your favonte hiker
a gift subscription to Pack & Paddie. Send the recipient’s name and
address with a check for $19.48 (includes state sales tax),
and the subscription will start
with the next issue—no delays! And we’ll send a gift card!

SEVERAL GOOD REASONS TO USE

PARGETER MAPS

= They provide an economical BIG PICTURE for mountain

travelers!

« They are beautiful bird’s-eye view oblique angle images ilius-
trated in full calor from USGS quads.

= They are large, info-packed formats averaging 24" x 32" cov-
ering the Olympic Mountains, North Central Cascades, North
Cascades West and San Juan Islands— Thousands of square
miles!

= Richard Pargeter's popular pictorial refief maps delightfully
portray our mountains more Quickly for most users.

= They are excellent planning fools—find hundreds of lakes,
peaks; streams and valleys across the breadth of the ranges
in their uncuf refationships.

= Copious overprinting gives road and trail locations, 1D num-
bers, trail poini-to-point distances and elevations.

# Great quantities of really usable info for less money. Don't be
without them.

Please ask for PARGETER MAPS at map and sporting goods
stores or at stores along the Cascades and Olympic highways.

Or send $6.95 for each map {ppd) for quick delivery to:
R.A. Pargeter, PO Box 844, Kent WA 98035. Thankyoul
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US Arm Corps
Of Engin y

Volunteer Hotlme
1-800-865-8337
Give A Helping Hand

tio
Volunteer your time at Corps
of Engineers lakes, public
lands, parks and

campgrounds.

We need:
-Campground hosts
-Trail workers
-Visitor center aids
-Shoreline cleanup workers
-Lake Office assistants
-And More!

Free campsite often included!
www.ornusace.army.mil/volunteer
US Army Corps of Engineers
Volunieer Clegringbouse
PO Box 1070
Nashville, TN 37202-1070
Call for an information packet:
1-800-865-8337
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“— LETTERS to the EDITOR s o tum m oo s

express the opinions of the publishers

SASHA
To Warren Guntheroth
Dear Warren,

Your poignant remembrance of Sasha
(Pack & Paddle, January, page 23)
was a maving reminder of the wonder-
ful times I enjoyed with Winchester
(scc Pack & Paddle, March 97, page
4). Your lovely memorial article has
probably touched the hearts of many
other mountaineers whose canine com-
panions make their trips more mean-
ingful, quiet, enjoyable and safe

Recent lelters and articles critical of
“mountain dogs” bring dismay to those
of us whose well-behaved partners have
been better and more courieous com-
panions than most humans.

As a fellow physician, [ share your
pragmatic view of lifc and dcath. 1 have
found a new companion, Hanna, who
has now topped over 100 Washington
sumimits; she isn’t Winchester, but is
wonderful in her own way. I hope you
too soon find another canine mountain-
eer to join you in our wonderful wilder-
ness.

Mick Campbell
Puyallup, Washington

MOUNTAIN NUMBERS

In 1998 P&P discussed a possible
15th 8000-meter mountain (July '98,
page 29), This 8011m peak (“Zhon-
gvang Peak™) is located on the north-
west ridge of Broad Peak. The land-
form only has about 181m (594 feet) of
prominence, and thus qualifies as a
minor mountain. Certainly not enough
prominence to be deemed a prized
“g000-meter” mountain.

Three peaks on Kangchenjunga like-
ly have more risc above saddle (promi-
nence) than Zhongyang Peak, and yet
arc not considered “8000-meter” peaks.
They are “Central Peak,” 8482m;
“South Peak,” 8476m; and “Yalung
Kang,” 8433m. Yalung Kang may have
greater than 1000 feet prominence, and
may be most deserving of the “8000-
meter” status. Detailed topos for Kang-
chenjunga are unavailable to me.

Lhotse’s prominence = 8516 - 7986
m = 530m (1739 feet), thercforc cstab-
lishing the lowest protuberance of an
“8000-meter” mountain,

A more recent P&P article (August
1998, page 32) listed Washington's

mountains with at least 4000 feet of
prominence. The authors chose to
evaluate Whitehorse Mouniain’s eleva-
tion as 6840 feet, lower than Three Fin-
gers 6850 feet, and thus left Whitc-
horse off the 4000-foot list. Whitehorse
can also be estimated to = 6860 feet +
or - 20 feet, a statistically sound
method. Thercfore, Whitchorse may
actually deserve to replace Three Fin-
gers on the 4000-foot list. Certainly,
these two outstanding mountains are
very closc in clevation. I think they
both deserve notoriety.

Regarding a fall 1999 article (De-
cember, page 9) about “The Ark™ (Peak
5339, “Marten Peak™), T’ve been to the
summit twice, (1973 and 1974). My
{riend Scoil Dobrowolski and T also
scampered up the northwest tower of
“The Ark” in 1974,

Finally, I've been remiss in not ac-
knowledging {hat John Lixvar and Jeff
Howbert found two significant errors in
my Washington’s 100 highcst 2000-
Toot prominence mountain list. They
found the errors during the *90s after 1
published the list in the 1983-1990
Mountaineers Annual.

John found that “Rogers Crest” was
5 feet higher than Gillette Mountain,
thus replacing Gillette, Jeff discovered
that I"d left Lennox Mountain off the
list, I thanked them for the corrections,
and published the corrected list in the
1996 The Washingtont Backcountry Al-
manac (The Mountaineers).

1don’t know if we will ever have
perfect mountain numbers. But the
landforms themselves are sure fun to
study, view and explore.

Steve Fry
Edmonds, Washington

PICKET RANGE

T am finally getting around to com-
ment on the article by Mitch Blanton
on his Pickets trip in the January 2000
issue, and on the comments by John
Roper in the February issue, page 31.

I was a member of the 1970 trip
Roper mentions. Carla Firey was 18 at
the time (not 16— checked with her)
and it is likely, but not certain, that
Joan and Carla Firey made the first fe-
male traverse of Pioneer Ridge on that
1970 trip (from Picket Pass to Jasper
Pass) 29 years prior to the 1999 trip.

An additional minor point. Blanton
seems to imply in his article that there
have been only four ascents of the out-
rigger peak West Challenger in 1999.
Actually, the peak is likely to have at
least 20 asccnts (my gucss). Joan and
Joe Firey climbed it in the late "60s,
Irene and John Meulemans in the 80s,
I climbed it in 1982 and 1985, and T
know of at least two ascents in the
earlv *90s,

Never underestimate what the Firey
clan explored and climbed in the Cas-
cades and, in particular, the Picket
Range in ihe *50s, *60s, and "70s.

Since I'm finally writing you, per-
haps I should discuss the origin of
some other names in the Pickets due to
Joan and Joc.

In 1961, Joan, Joe, Ed Cooper, Glen
Denny, and George Whitmore (a very
tough crew) made first ascents of most
of the remaining unclimbed spires of
the Crescent Creek (western) side of
the Southern Pickets,

Naturally, the question arose as to
what to name thesc peaks. (You need
to know that Joe loves puns.) The party
had a jar of German mustard with
them, The mustard was made by Otto
Frenzel whose factory was located on
Himmelgeister Strasse in Dusseldorf,
West Germany. (You may still obtain
this brand at the Continental Store in
Seattle at NE 50th and Roosevelt NE).

Hence the names “Mustard Glacier”
(north side of the South Pickets),
“Frenzel Spitz,” “Otto Horn” (itself a
pun), “Dusseldorfer Spitz,” and
“Himmelgeister Horn.”

Unfortunately, Fred Beckey decided
to modify the last two names as Dussel-
dorfspilz and Himmelhorn, Perhaps the
Firey names arc less than ideal (what-
ever that may be) but their names make
more sense than Beckey’s versions.

David Knudson
Seattle, Washington

APPALLED BRY FEES
Dear Yellow Cat,

As the efficient Office Manager that I
know you are, I am sure that you were
appalled by the figures in the “Review-
ing Fee Demo”article (February issue,
page {4). The Recreation Fee Demon-
stration Program is really just addi-

continued on page 6
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INTRODUCTION

See "How ta be a Pack & Paddie contributor’ en page 3. All
readers are encouraged to contribute ta Backcountry News.
Information that is parlicularly helpful includes: distance &
elevation gain, condition of trail or route, hazards such as tidal
currents, rockfall, avalanche danger, washouts, bees’ nests,
elc, and pleasant or fun things you encountered.

Space is limited; we may have to cut your report to fit
available space. Tyging is not necessary; we can read just
about anyone's handwriting. Ye're interested in ALL trips,

easy and hard, ordinary and exatic.

VWe use the following symbols to help you plan

your trips.

Af) —Climbing, scrambling, mountaineering,

off-trail and cross-country travel.

—Hiking, backpacking on trails,

hbdd —Canoeing, kayaking and water trips.

—3Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.
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AND CONDITIONS

IDAHO

SOUTH

L]
Tri-Clitise

OREGON

PENINSULA

FORT FLAGLER STATE

PARK (USGS Nordland)—
Located on the northern tip of Marrow-
stane Island across the bay from Paort
Townsend. Drive across the Hood Ca-
nal Bridge, turning right on Highway
19 (Beaver Valley road) to Hadlock,
then follow the signs to the stale park.

We parked near the beach near the
Marrowstone Light and the fisheries
center. The tide was right so we fol-
lowed the beach for about 2 miles to
the camping and picnic area where
we had lunch. We could look across
the water to Port Townsend and (o
Whidbey Island. We rcturned (o the
car via a series of trails and roads
through the woods,

There arc some views across the wa-
ter. There arc numerous old bunkers
and fortifications (o explore. The trail
comes out in (he main part of the park

(7 BACKCOUNTRY NEWS )

DEADLINE: March 21
Submit your trail reports by this

dale for the nextissue, (Deadine for
olher departments is sadier; check
with us for details.)

A/

near the barracks where there is an in-
teresting musewn with old photos of
the fort and a short video.

A brief hike along the road brought
us back to the car. The weather was
pleasant, although a bit windy at times,
This makes an interesting winter hike.
Our group makes use of the many state
parks in the arca for winter hikes.—
Leigh Champlin, Seattle, 1/23.

HOPE ISLAND (NOAA

bbb 73043) The tide was at 13.5
feet and not quite at its high for the day
when three u?' us set off from Boston
Harbor (see South Puget Sound Afoot &
Afloat for directions) in single sea kay-
aks deslined for Hope Island.

The water we were paddling through
is the mecting point of Budd Inlet,
Eld Inlet, Squaxin Passage, Peale Pas-
sage, and Dana Passage. As a result
the currenis can go in a variety of di-
rections. Qur timing was such that the
current was in the last stages of the
flood—heading toward slack—so we
had little current effect for the initial
crossing to Hunter Point on the main-
Iand soulheast of Hope.

Past Hunter Poini, we naticed the
current starling lo ebb as we made the
¥ nm crossing to the south end of
Hopc. After a short stop to stretch legs,
we did a counter-clockwise circumnayi-
gation of the island before stopping at
the main picnic area and site of the
Cascadia Marine Trail campsite on the
southwest end of the island.

The tide was just past its high of 14.5
feet, and there was virlually no shore-
line to land on. Finally finding a spot,

we scrambled through some brush to
get to the picnic area where we enjoyed
a lunch while being warmed by the
wintcr sun. Although this was the start
of the third week of February, the clear
sky and sun rivaled many a summer
day—except for the temperature of the
air which was in the low 40s!

A lot of work has been done by
Washingtoo State Parks over the last
several years on Hope Island, The
area where we were contains the Cas-
cadia Marine Trail camp, picnic tables
for day use, a toilet, and a caretaker’s
house,

A trail leads lo six other campsites
an the cast side of the island where
there is a second toilet. T would expec!
that Hope Island will now become as
popular a destination for the boaling
community as Blake Island is!

By 1230 lunch and exploration were
complete so we started back Lo Boslon
Harbor. A wind had come up out of the
north creating a small chop and the
ehb current was building. Rounding
Hunter Point, we kept to the shoreline
initially before starting the crossing to
Boston Harbor,

Not ceriain how the currents would
set us, we picked out a natural range
consisting of Deflemeyer Point by
Boston Harbor and a dip in a ridge
line farther south to keep track of our
relative molion as we crossed. About
two-thirds of the way across we passed
through a small section of I foot waves
with occasional whitecaps before reach-
ing the calin water of the harbor—
LGM, Port Crchard, 2/13.
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BA CKCO UNTR Y NEWS REPORTS AND CONDITIONS

HOH RIVER—Patchy snow at Five
Mile Island becomes continuous at
milepost 7. Eight inches of snow at
Olymli'ms Guard Station with 12 inches

milepost 12.4. Tt is soft and wet.
Snnw depth increases dramatically with
elevation such that there is two to four
feet by the 3500-foot ¢levation on the
Hoh Lake Trail.

The footlog crossing a seasonal creck
at MP 2.3 has collapsed midspan and is
in the creek.

Area staff have constructed a re-roule
skirting a 10 meter washout at MP 5.3.
Likewise, in the same area, a short
reroute was constructed around an
enormous windfall. In the last month,
six trees have come down between the
trailhead and OGS with two more in
the first three miles of the Hoh Lake
trail, No windfall betwecn OGS and
milepast 12.4,

Near Lewis Meadow a creek which
nomnally skirts the trail made a run at
it and cuts the trail in two places. Just
downstream of this is another 30 meter
washout which is badly cxposcd into
the river. No rerouies have boen con-
structed and hikers will scramble on
exposed roots with 10 vertical meters
below them.—Ranger, 2/7.

BOGACHIEL—Trailhead is acces-
sible to vehicular traffic, though one
lane in places owing to last month’s
flooding. First 2 miles from trailhead to
Park boundary are very muddy with
several alder and onc large hemlock
blocking trail just after Kaukwa Creek.
Rumor is that Forest Service will be
turnpiking and bridge building on this
scction this spring or summer.

Most creek crossings were blown out
by the flooding six weeks ago and the
hiker is faced with deep pools at most
of the fords at Kaukwa, Indian and
Mosquito to name just three. Broken
and rotten punchcen on first bridge just
inside Park. Windfall from boundary
to Warkum Creck is limited to large
limbs and snow-heaved vine maple. Root
wads on high route just west of Mos-
quito Creek have shilled and voluntcer
Beth Rossow dug steps to facilitate
foot traffic.

At old Bogachiel Guard Station
mcadows, the river continues to make
an incursion and another 20 feet of {rail
and a campsite have become cutbaik.

At Warkum Creek a rootwad has been
washed down on the ncw pony bridge
causing damage to the bull rail. An-
other flood victim tree is washing into

the bridge. Two large and difficult-to-
remove trees block the trail just down-
stream of Flapjack since last winter.
Above Warkum Creek is terra incog-
nita with a fool of snow.—Ranger, 2/7.

SOUTH FORK HOH—DNR has
cleared the road to trailhead. As of two
weeks ago, there were 6 to 8 inches of
crusty snow at trailhcad with no wind-
fall blocking the 4 miles of maintained
trail. Researchers in area reported no
problems following the trail to this
point —Ranger, 2/6.

ROAD CONDITIONS—For current

conditions on ONP roads and on Hurri-
cang Ridge, call 360-452-0329,

SOUTHWEST

OLD RAILROAD ™™

CHEHALIS (USGS Cen-
tralia)—From I-5 southbound we took
the first Chehalis exit, turning right at

LETTERS TO THE EDITQOR continued from page 4

tional fees. Since I am probably older
than you, YC, let me assurc you that
during my lifetime there have always
been foes to enter and use park facili-
ties. Fezs are being added; and added
in more places.

The largest single spending item for
both Mount Rainier and Olympic Na-
tional Parks is the cost fo collect the
fees, approximately 20% of the fees
collected, That means it costs one
dollar to collect five dollars, leaving
four dollars for projects. Now I ask, “Is
this efficiency?” YC, I know you
keep a sharper eye on your expenses
and revenue.

If demonstration fees are allowed to
continue then all public roads will
someday become toll roads. All public
schools will charge tuition. Even dog
and cat owners will have to pay a fee
for the animal control officers in their
area. ... Oh, I'm sorry YC, that was
probably too close to home, But, as you
can see we can have fees for everything
and the nightmare of accounting head-
aches to be sure that each fee is paid 1o
the right agency at the right time, em-

ploying thousands cof additional bureau-
crats. Not to mention the number of
stickers and tags one must have, just to
go for an overnight hike.

Sometimes [ think 1 feel like you
must feel with a collar, a license, a vac-
cination tag, etc., hanging around your
neck. Personally, I'm trying to lighten
my pack load and I would like my gov-
ernment to simplify, not complicate, the
maiter.

Well, YC, you can see that I can get
preity wound up chasing my tail about
this subject. So like you, I think I’ll take
a nap until the vernal equinox and, who
knows, by then we’ll have a whole new
sct of rules and fees to sort out.

Rand Palmer
Nine Mile Falls, Washington

LET’S HELP OUT

We very much enjoyed Ann’s article
regarding the Recreation Fee Results
for 1999 (February, page 14).

Fellow hikers express constrating
opinions regarding this subject.

Some feel that as our tax dollars
originally paid for these trails and
parks, then by cracky, we shouldn’t
have to pay for them all over again.

We feel differently. We are not pay-
ing for them again, we're helping in
paying for their maintenance just as
users of the highways, ferry systcms
and airports do; sometimes directly as
in ferry fares, others indirectly via Port
of Seattle and gas taxes.

The wser fees as charged for trail and
Park usage are nol high in comparison
to what we get in return.

Even with subtracting out fee collec-
tion expense, the published ligures in
P&P indicate that the fees collected
make up a very significant part of
USFS and NPS expenditurc.

We algo do not think that the“nay
sayers” should dwell upon previous
government wastage. Let’s help out in
this small but apparcntly effective way.

Martin and Mary Jean Paup
Seattle, Washington
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the end of the off ramp then left at the
first road, following along until it
crosses the old Burlington Northern
Railroad; parking for two or three cars.
We believe this was originally the
Yakima Western Railroad. The rails
were taken up some time ago and it is
now a trail. There have not been any
improvements other than barricades to
keep vehicles off it. There are a couple
of long bridges which [ do not recom-
mend for people with height problems,
‘We followed the trail for about 5
miles to the town of Adna where we ate
tunch in a picnic shelter near the Little
League field/park. After lunch we did
some exploring in the area, visiting an
old pioneer cemetery and the oldest
protestant church building in the state
which is now an historical monument,
We then relurned via the trail, which
crosses, and then follows for a while,
the Chehalis River, It is mostly farm
country with interesting old barns and
other buildings. Tt makes for an inter-
esting winter hike. A storm was maov-
ing in and it begun to rain beforc we
reached the car, otherwise a finc
hike.—Lcigh Champlin, Seattle, 1/30

NORTH

elling ham

NORTH

Chkanogan

:g;# METHOW VALLEY (USGS
Thompson Ridge, Lewis Butte,

Rendezvous Min, but all you really
need is the map you pick up when you
buy your trail pass}—This is my 141h
visil 10 the MVSTA groomed trail sys-
tem in the last 16 years. Snow condi-
tions excellent, especially if you like il
squeaky and not oo fast,

Arrived early afternoon, 1/18. Check
to see which restaurants are open, pur-
chase 3-day passcs ($33), which is very
little for the number of miles of groom-
ed trail available. Do brief excursion
from Winthrop Inn up the Winthrop
trail to check snow conditions and our
equipment and clothing. Ski up to
where we see the Lrail crossing the raad
to Sun Mountain and back to the Inn
convinces us our equipment works but
will nced more clothing.

1719, being wimps we let it warm up
a bit before we slart out. Leave Chicka-
dee trailhead ( formerly Snoasis ) at
9am. It had warmed to minus-12F. Did
the Meadowlark/Thompson Ridge loop,
about 7 miles and 500 feet of elevalion
gain. Hoarfrost crystals on Meadowlark
rellected every color of the rainbow,
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Jacki Whittaker

Einny Evans skis at Mazama.

Hit the high point of the loop, where
a speedy downhill called Inside Passage
offers a quick way down at lpm. That
alternative is fun but can be too fast un-
less it is ungroomed and considering
the fact that our noses went numb from
windchill on even the moderate down-
hills we opted for the long easy grade
down Thompson Ridge. Options there
from reaching terminal velocity in the
set track to lazy snowplow turns.

Back to start at 1:40pm to find it had
warined to plus-2 degrees F. Time for
hot shower and baked poltato.

1720, at Chickadee again at 9am. Up
te minus-7 degrees F. High fog that
sun never really penctrated all day,
Snow still very squeaky. Did the whole
package of low Lrails in the Sun Moun-
tain area. Tolals up to about 12 miles,
with ups and downs that gross about
300 feet of elevation gain; net gain of
course Is zero. Trails vary from easiest
lo most difficult, mostly rolling with a
few screamers thrown in. Quit shortly
after Ipm. It had warmed (o minus-4.

1/21, at Cub Creck trailhead, north-
west of Winthrop, at 9am. Don’t really
want (o know the icmperature. Head up
fairly steep Little Cub Creek trail, in-
tercept Cow Creek trail at noon, Over-
cast and faint flurries. Cruise down
Cow Creck back to the trailliead is a
delight. Gentle grade, just lean back
and glide, only a few spots where a
litile double poling is needed to keep

AND CONDITIONS

moving all the way 1o the valley bot-
tom. From there out a couple of
screamer sections and some kick and
glide but nothing difficult. About an
11-mile round irip with nearly 1000
feet of clevation gain, rewarded with a
beverage and one of Three Fingered
Jack’s hamburgers,

For those of you familiar with the
area, Three Fingered Jack’s has taken
over the Thursday sieak night until
Sam’s reopens in the summer; great
place for baked potatoes.

1/22, return to Olyinpia, new snow
and a winter wonderland over Blewett
{Swauk) pass.—Paul G Schaufler &
sidekick Carol, Olympia, 1/18-22.

:QE MAZAMA and valley (USGS
Mazama)—TJacki and 1 joined
21 others for five days of glorious ski-
ing in Mazama. Our group took over
Mazama's North Cascades Basecamp
where we were housed, fed, and other-
wise pampcred for the entire time. The
temperature remained well below freez-
ing and we lucked out with the weather;
mosily sunny to parlly cloudy and
windless days greeted us each morning.

Aficr gathering for a hearty breakfast
in Cle Elum Monday morning, we drove
to Mazaina, arriving mid-afternoon.
After 3:30pm we could ski the groomed
runs for free and ook advantage of the
opportunity to stretch our legs and en-
Jjoy the beautiful countryside.

Dick took Jacki and me on a level
run along the Methow River on the
River Run Trail which began right
from the lodge. That evening we gath-
ered in the lodge living room and
had a wonderful time singing along
with Ralph and his guitar.

The Methow Valley has an extensive
winter trail system with more than
200km of groomed ski and snowshoe
trails. The entire winter trail system is
maintained by the Methow Valley Sport
Trails Association (MVSTA). The trails
are well signed, and between the trail
signs and a map we got at the Basccamp,
we found it impossible to get lost. We
got three-day passes Tuesday morning
and wore them whenever we skied.

Pass costs arc as follows: 1 day—
$14; 3 days—3%$33; half day (after 1pm)
—8§11; teen (12-17)—%7/day; and
snowshoc—3$3/day.

Tuesday dawned sunny and most of
us took off for Sun Mountain. We drove
to Chickadee irailhead and skied from
there. Jacki and I skied the Thompson
Ridge road, Overland, Criss Cross and
Little Wolf Creek runs, meeting others
for lunch at Hough Homestead, a
screened-in warming hut, Afier lunch
we took the Sunnyside trail to Sun
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Peter Krystad

Eric Krystad skis through the entrance ta the slopes above the Hairpin on Highway 20.

Mountain Lodge for incredible winter
views. I'm used to seeing this area only
in summer and it is just as beautiful un-
der a blanket of snow. We took the short
View Ridge trail above the lodge for a
higher overall view. By the time we
skied back to the car, it was almost dark.

On Wednesday, the better skicrs took
off for Rendezvous while the rest of us
skied Mazama, Under clear skies and
warm sun, Jacki, Doris, Janet, and I
skied the River Run trail past Cow
Beach warming hut to Cassal Ranch at
the head of the valley.

The trails were flat and we saw many
“skaters.” Ski skaling sure seems to be
the up and coming way. It locks so casy
but according ta one lady we met, itis a
lot of hard work especially when you
are just learning. The return trip was
on Jack’s Trail to the Rattlesnake Cul-

ALWAYS CARRY THE
TEN ESSENTIALS

1. extra food

2. extra clothing
3. map

4. compass

5. knifa

6. maiches

7. fira starter

8. first aid kit

9. sun protection
10. flashlight

off and back to Busecamp. Since it was
still early and we returncd before the
Rendezvous crowd, the four of us drove
the 2 miles to the Mazama Store for
soup and coffce.

On Thursday our foursome skied a
section of the Mcthow Community
Trail from Brown’s Farm back toward
Mazama to the suspension bridge over
the Mcthow River where we turned
around. The experienced skiers did an-
other, more challenging section of the
same trail. On our drive back to Base-
camp, we of course had to stop at the
Mazama Store for hot chocolate. Jacki
and T decided to finally do a “More Dif-
ficult” blue trail in the Mazama system.
We chose Do¢ Canyon Spur and while
the going up part was relatively easy, we
started off downhill by falling every time
we began going just a little bit fast.

Afier awhile we sort of got the hang of
it by snowplowing down real slow. Why
are there always tuins at the bottom of
the stecp hills? If it just went straight,
we’d feel more confident about going a
wee bit faster. But we did get back
down in slightly less time than it took
to go up.

This evening we had a visit from
Marilyn and Denny O’ Callaghan, old
time Mountaineer friends whe retired to
Winthrop and whom many of us knew.

Friday came all too fast, and it was
time to return home. Bea and Andrea
took one last run from Basccamp but
the rest of us reluctantly packed up and
left. It was an unforgettable week
which will be long remembered. The

Methow Valley offers something for ev-
ery level of skier, and is a place that
should not be missed.—Ginny Evans,
Renton, 1/17-21.

5@: RENDEZVOUS MOUN-
TAIN TRAVERSE (USGS

Lewis Butte, Rendezvaus Min)—On the
day after the Big Dump, Lee and I ar-
rived in the Methow Valley for scveral
days of skiing. The weather, now beau-
tiful after the storm, was perfect for a
traverse of the Rendezvous trail system
from Cub Creek to Goat Creck.

Finaily, there is a trailhcad taxi ser-
vice in the vallev! This is wonderful as
it saves us from imposing on friends for
frigid, early-morning rides to trail-
heads. We called and made reserva-
tions, and the driver met us promptly
the next morning at the Goat Creek
Sno-Park in a larpe, heated van and
whisked us to the Cub Creck trailhead.
We arc enthusiastic about this service,
called Mountain Transporter. See below
for more details.

The traverse is about 15 or 16 miles,
which makes a long day, but we took
our time, looked at the scenery, and en-
joyed the trip. I had forgotten my skins
at the cabin and was regretting it as we
started up the black diamond Little Cub
Creck “short-cut” in the morning, but
the snow softened enough that traction
was not a problem.

We stopped at beautiful Gardner Hut
for lunch, then continued down into
Rendezvous Basin, and up the other side
to Fawn Creek. From Fawn Creek it’s
always a fast and fun downhill run, with
1-mile or so of {lat at the very end. We
were on groomed trails from start fo
finish and saw not another soul all day.
— Ann Marshall, Port Orchard, 2/3.

MOUNTAIN TRANSPORTER—A
trailhcad shuttle service is up and run-
ning in the Methow Vallcy. Passenger
vans run on a regular schedule on
weekends, and by appointment during
the week.

Prices [rom Winthrap to Mazama,
Freestone, Sun Mountain or Wolfridge
are §5 per person; to Brown’s Farm 18
$3. In the allernoon a van makes a run
from Winthrop to Sun Mountain, al-
lowing parties to ski from Sun Moun-
tain (o towi.

The mid-weck price is $10 per per-
son, with a two-person minimum, For
trips to traitheads not on the regular
schedule, or for large parties, you can
make special arrangements.

Ownerfaperator Johnny Haase isa
life-long resident of the Methow valley.
Besides ihe trailhead taxi during ski
season, his fleet of vans will do trail-
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head shuttles during the summer, and
is set up for mountain bike shuttles and
scenic tours as well.

For information, call 509-996-TAXI
(8294). Flyers and weckend schedules
arc available in the vallcy at most shaps
and inns.

NORTH CENTRAL

Wunatchea

hbdd DECEPTION PASS (NOAA
18427)—Today was the day 10

of us in single sea kayaks set asidc to
practice beat control in moving water,
The current in Deception Pass was ebb-
ing until 11:30 when it would switch 1o
a flood. To-account for this cutrent di-
rection we launched a little after 10am
from Cornet Bay on the east side of the
pass (sce North Puget Sound Afoor and
Afloat for dircctions). Aller taking a
few minutes to practice bracing and ta
discuss rescu¢ techniques should a cap-
sizc occur, we headed ont,

First crossing over in the direction of
Yokeko Point to avoid a tug with tow
and to account for the ebbing current,
we next aligned ourselves with the en-
trance 10 Canoe Pass. Canoc Pass
makes a bend in the middle so we were
wiatchful of what the current was doing.
By now the current was decreasing
quitc a bit so we had no problem get-
ling through the pass and eddying out
in the cddy that develops on the north-
west entrance to Canoe Pass. Here we
spent the next 30 minutes or so praclic-
ing crossing cddy lines before taking a
break on shore for lunch and to let the
flood start.

There is virtually no slack water time
at Deception Pass. The water slows
down mameniarily before switching to
the oppasite direction. With the currcnt
now swilched 1o a flood, we were back
in the boats and made the crossing to
the south shore of Deception Pass itsclf,
The predicted current was in the neigh-
borhood of 4 knots as we passed under
thc highway bridge and cddied oul in
the eddy (hat forms behind a rock cliff
that juts out inlo the water from the
south shoreline near the bridge support.

Here we again practiced eddy turns
for a short until the current built to a
point where we decided to look for an-
other place 1o practice.

Leaving the pass itsclf, we made our
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way down to the northwest end of
Strawberry Island to continue our prac-
ticing. Here a sharp eddy line forms
just off the west end of the island then
forms a very broad eddyline along the
north shore which contains a variety of
Curents going in most any direction.
Here one of our group got turned
over as a small whirlpool developed in
the water he was paddling in. This was
my first experience with a rescue re-
sulting from a whirlpool formation. By
the time one of our group was ablc to
get to the capsized boat the whirlpool
had disappeared. Before long, the
swimmer was back in his boat, and we
were once more involved in practice.
Deciding to look for another place to
practice, we headed around the east end
of Strawberry Island to check out the
eddy that forms from (he west end
along the south shore. The eddy linc
that forms is not as broad as the one
that forms along the north shoreline,
By now a number of us were ready to
call it quils, so after some discussion
we crossed the current over to the cast
end of Ben Ure Island. Even though we
had had an opportunity for some “real”
rescues, several of us opled to get do
some rescuc practice in the calm waters
before heading back to the take-out.
Deception Pass is a good place to
practice boat control in moving water;
however, make sure to go with a grou
1hat has experience in current, is rcady
and able to do rescue recoveries, and
dress for imunersion]—LGM, Port Or-
chard, 1/23.

PASS LAKE HILL (T/SGS

Deception Pass)—Decided to
do a little explering, The trek around
Pass Lake on Fidalgo Island looked in-

Call
before you gal

Northwest Avalanche
Forecast

Washington Cascades
and Qlympics:
206-526-6677
Oregon Cascades and

Southern Washington:
503-808-2400

Mountain Pass
Report
888-766-4636
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teresting, but somehow we missed that
trail and wound up deing (rail Pass
Lake Hill.

My son and 4-year-old grandson
joined Shortstop and me¢, We had to
walch the irail carefully as it disappears
into the fern in placcs. Don’t pass the
two stacked logs across the frail. If you
do and vou find bluc markers near the
edge of the meadow, thcy appear tobe a
property line for the nearby house, not
atrail.

By lollowing the trail 1o the left, we
came to a short trail on the right that
gocs 1o a ridge where we could look
over Pass Lake,

Following the overgrowing road, we
wenl up and over the hill. The road/
trail eventually emerged on the high-
way that goes to Anacortes and passes
Rosario Head Park. Good exercise but
you won’t find it listed among Wash-
inglon’s 100 highest peaks,—Wander-
buns and Shortstop, Kirkland, 1/22.

MOUNT ERIE (USGS Ana-

cortes South, Deception Pass)
—This is located in the Anacortcs
Community Forest Lands. We parked
near where the road to the summit

(North Cascadesﬂ\

Basecamp
| !

Join us at our family style inn for
hiking, bicycling, fishing, or just
plain IB]EIXE:]ﬁ in the hegart of the
Cascades. earty breakfasts and
dinners. Hot tub. Families and
roups welcome.  No  smoking.
Flesewa‘rions recoinmended.

Contact Dick & Sue Roberts

255 Lost R. Rd., Mazama WA 95833
k (509) 996-2334




PACK & PADDLE MARCH 2000

n - BAC KCOUNTRY NEWS REPORTS AND CONDITIONS

{urns off of the main road, which I be-
lieve is Heart Lake Road.

We followed a trail which leads to
the summit of Sugar Loaf. It climbs
stecply through woods and reaches the
summit in about 1%2 miles, Several
junctions are unmarked but we seemed
1o keep to the trails that were leading
up. From the Sugar Loaf summit you
have to backtrack a short bit to pick up
a trail which contours around, drop-
ping down and joining the road.

A few hundred feet np the road is the
Mount Erie Sumumit trail which leads
in another 1% miles or 5o to the top.
The major junctions along this trail are
well marked. At the top are several
viewpoints where you can get vicws (o
the east across March Point to Mount
Baker when it is clcar,

Another viewpoint looks southwesl
across Whidbcy Island over 1o the
Olympic Peninsula and the Strait of
Juan de Fuca. There is a good lunch
spot among the rocks near this vicw-
point. This arca is used by rock climbers
and by hang glider people. We watched
twa of the latter take off while we were
having lunch.

We returncd on the road. Another
viewpoint part-way down looks west
oul to the San Juan Islands. This is a
great winter hike when it is not 100
windy—Leigh Champlin, Sealtle, 2/6.

EAST LONG and VIKING

HORNS (USGS Silverfon)—
Getling here: Drive the Mountain Loop
highway to Silverton and park on the
south side of the highway.

The trail: Stefan, the Goodmans,
Matt, Christine, Juan, Kevin, Ian and [
headed out to do Long Mountain on a
beautiful Sunday morning. The goal
was to climb Long and maybe the Vi-
king Horns, time permiiting,

Our route began just a few hundred
yards east of (he town of Silverton. We
ascended north-northwest up a scri-
ously treed ridge. Stefan led most of the
way and after an arduous ascent we
found ourselves sitting on the ridge be-
tween East Long (4829 feet) and the
casternmost Viking Horn, Long Moun-
tain leoked to be a “long” way away at
this point along a ridge that had some
extremely difficult thin corniced ridges,
with same vertical looking walls to et
around.

Stefan headed out west toward Long
while 1he rest of us hunkered down in a
little grove of mountain hemlocks wait-
ing to find out if the route loaked pos-
sible to him. A few momenis later we
saw him sitting on top of the Eastern
Horn. The rest of us decided to do East
Long. Natala and Juan took the lead up

to the gentle summit. En route we look-
ed back and saw Christine on top of the
Horn Stefan had just been on about 4-
mile west of where we now were.

The views from the summit were 360
degrees of pure unadulterated glory.
The eastern walls of Three Fingers and
Whitehorse dominated the views to the
narth and Hall, Marble, Big Four and
hundreds of others to the south. Natala
handed out summit treats while we
watched Stefan and Christine work
their way back to the saddle and on up
to our peak, Stefan then coerced me to
walk over to climb the heavily corniced
East Peak of the East Peak to see if it
was higher than the one the rest of us
were on, I belayed him out onlo the
cornice and we detcrmined that the rest
of our party was on the higher summit.

Afier an hour we went back down to
the saddlc. At this point Don and the
rest of the gang wanted to go for the
Horn that Stefan and Christine had al-
ready done. So we said our good-byes
to those two while the rest of us tra-
versed over to climb the Horn. Don got
us all to the airy summit where we
snapped off some photos and hollered
like Vikings. We then descended the
route (which had a couple of tricky
spots). Forfunately Don had brought
along a rope that he fixed from a small
but sturdy mountain hemlock near the
summit. We then traversed back to our
packs where we glissaded down to
4000 feet where Stefan was patiently
waiting for us. The trip down was un-
eventful except for the awful post-hol-
ing down low.—Everyone’s favorite
climbing kitty, Pilar, Monroe, 1/23.

$ LONG and BALD (USGS

Silverton)—Getting there:
Drive the Mountain Loop highway to
the Marten Creck trailhiead 1o begin.

The trail; Dan G, Mitch B, Matt G,
Steve (Mitch’s friend fromn Anlarctica),
James, Juan, Stefan and I headed up
the trail on another picture perfect day
around 7:30am, We began by hiking
along Marten Creek for 1.75 miles to
about 2640 feel. At this point we
headed northeast for the Bald-Long
saddle at 4040+ fect.

Stefan led the entire way up the south
ridge of Bald Mountain (4760+ fect) o
its knifc-cdged summit. The top wasn’t
corniced but it did drop away a thousand
feet on either side of the ridge! We made
single visits ta the top of the snow crest
and then descended the ridge a ways
for a little lunch break. The views were
limitless in all directions.

We continued toward Long (5113
feef). The ridge went along swimming-
Iy until we seemingly hit an impasse at

5000+ feet just 100 or so fect below the
summit ... there we stood with heads
hung low. Things were looking a little
bleak at this particular juncture when
out of the bluc our hero Miich spoke
up: “T’ll lead it, fellas!”

Sa with ropes flying hither and yon
Mitch began ascending a 2.5-foot-wide
rotien ridge ol rock that fell away hun-
dreds of feet on either side. Nimbly he
scampered up the ridge placing protec-
tion along the way to providc a safe
passage for us. Fortunatcly Don had
also brought along 100 feet of rope so
that combined with Stefan’s we had a
260-foot “handline™ that reached ex-
actly to the summit! Upon arriving at
the top we spotted John Roper and Co.
over on the East Peak of Long.

Don was the last one to leave the
summit as Juan and Stefan belayed him
back to safely. The descent went very
well except for a little fall I took at-
tempting to glissade down from the
Bald-Long saddle. I didn’t tell anyone
at the time hut my forearm and elbow
had been cut during the fall (trying to
self-arrest) and I could feel the blood
soaking up my shirt. It was painful but
1 knew it was only superficial. After
watching my descent, the others fol-
lowed Mitch down a better gully than
the one I'd chosen. Everyone arrived
safely back at the cars satisfied with a
wonderful day filled with some exhila-
rating climbing and tremendous views.
— Everyone’s favorite climbing kitty,
Pilar, Monroe, 1/29.

:@ﬁ MINERAL BUTTE (USGS

Monte Cristo)—Getting, there:
Drive Highway 2 toward Index and
park where road 6330 crosses the North
Fork Skykomish River.

The trail; Steve Fox and I began slog-
ging up road 6330 (at 1058 feet), cross-
ing the river and following it high up
the southeast ridge of Mincral Butte
(5255 feet). The going was arduous at
times but by sharing the lead we made
quick work of the very gentle ridge. It
was snowing as we began and it snowed
off and on for most of the morning,

The road goes even higher than it
shows on the 7.5 minute map, to at
1zast 4000 feel (the map shows the road
going ta 3400+ fect). Eventually you
leave the clearcuts which then give way
to some more mature forest. At around
4600 Teet the ridge finally becomes dis-
tinct some 600 feet below the summit.
Here Steve took the lead and we found
ourselves sitting on the swnmit by
11:30 under continually clearing skics.

With the sun now beginning to shine
we were granied great views across the
valley ta Spire Peak, the cliffy upper
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western face of “Bear Mountain,” and
the Mount Index peaks.

Nothing fancy, just a nice, easy,
straightforward snow slog, with a low
avalanche potential that would be great
for beginning snowshoers, in the his-
toric vicinity of Monte Cristo. The en-
tire trip is between 8 to 10 miles in
length with about 4200 feet of gain. We
arrived back at the car around 2:15 pm.
—Pilar, Monroe, 1/30.

LICHTENBERG and MC-

CAUSLAND (USGS Laby-
rinth Min)—Gelting there: Drive High-
way 2 east of the pass to the Yodelin
cabins, Park on the south side of the
highway in a Stevens Pass ski overflow
arca about 3600 fect. Walk across the
highway (carefully!) and begin up the
road 1o the cabins.

The trip: Stefan, Mitch and I were
prepared for the worst on Lhis trip with
ropes, harnesses, crampons and what
not for the final summit pinnacle,

We walked past many cabins taking a
rightward fork that drops and crosses
Mason Creck. Once acrass we headed
up the pentle south ridge of point 5737,
Stefan led the cntirc way 1o (he ridge
while Mitch and T took strategic stops
to keep Stefan breaking trail in front.
We made extremely steady progress in
this fashion,

Once on the ridge it is an easy walk
northwest to the summil of Lichtenberg
Mountain, 5844 fect. Beyond (he sum-
mit is the “Great Pinnacle,” a 5800+-
foot horn that is recognizable from the
highway and from below at Lake
Valhalla. The pinnacle is easily climb-
ed by traversing on its cast side and up
a short steep snow slope to its apex (no
rope needed),

Backiracking along the ridge we glis-
saded easy slopes and traversed over to
Lake Valhalla which was blanketed with
a layer of fog. [n the zero visibility Milch
led us in zig-zags across (he frozen lake.
Afler arriving on the other side we
dropped (he hardware and headed north-
cast o the very gentle ridge leading to
the summit of McCausland Mountain,
5747 feet (Lhis peak is unnamed on the
7.5 minule Labyrinth quad and on
older GT maps).

Upon arriving at the saddle we ran
nto a group of skicrs who were ascend-
ing McCausland having come up [rom
the Smithbrook road. We continued to
the genily treed summit of McCausland.
We sat atop McCausland in the middle
of that fog 1 was talking about. A bit
later we headed down the mountain
when we camc across the skiers again.

We made great time descending to
the lake where we let Milch zig-zag lis
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way back across. We followed his
tracks to humor him (we saw a lot of
the lake this way!). The descent was
easy and quick and we found ourselves
following many tracks leading us back
to Yodelin,

To summarize: Stefan led on all the
uphill, Mitch on all the downhill (in-
cluding the circumnavigation of the
lake), and I led whenever there were
tracks already in front of me! This was
an easy trip with about 3700 feet of
gain and 6 miles round-irip.—Pilar,
Monroe, 2/6.

PATTERSON MOUNTAIN

(USCS Winthrop)—Haven’t
ever heard of this swnmit? Nor had I,
prior to now, But it is most definitely
worth a visit, especially if you arc
bound for Winthrop and/er Sun Moun-
tain Lodge in the winier,

This 351 1-foot landformn is just
southeast of the famed Sun Mountain
Lodge. I was here for a medical educa-
lion course in sports medicine topics
with a bunch of my doc buddies at the
end of January. Most of my friends
opled 10 spend $14 this day to shuffle
the well-groomed Sun Mountain trails,
Boring. Luckily for me, Dr. Pete Seyl
happily accepted my idea to spend
nothing more than sweat cquity 1o
climb Patterson Mountain,

Pete and 1 started at a plowed “Boat
Ramp” pullout at Patterson Lake at
2400 feet, Others had figured out the
same route and preceded us, and
shortly afier the start there was even a
“Patlerson Min” sign. We shuflled on

AND CONDITIONS

up the northwest slopes along previous
snowshoe tracks, Pete on skinned skis
and me on Sherpa snowshocs.

The views along the way and from
the top were classic. This is a 1000+
foot prominence sumumit, so there is
nothing blocking your view. We could
look down on the mini-town of Win-
throp and beyond up the Chewuch
River valley. North was Mazama itself,
and the fabulous Devils-Robinson-
Beauty cluster, which led clockwise to
Goat Mountain Lookoul and Rendez-
vous Mountain and on to Sunrise and
Sherman and Tiffany and Granite, and
Lookout Mountain, Raven Ridge,
Hoodoo, Star, Oval, and Gardner and
Millon and Virginian Ridge. Wow! Try
it, you’ll like it!

From (he north sub-summit of
Patterson, we continued south to the
3511-foot high point shown on the
map. Between the north and south
bumps, we followed fat ski tracks that
descended as snowboard tracks to the
east. Pete figured out that they were
skis that could be hooked together as a
snowboard.

On the way down, Pete, slithering
expertly his downhill skis, had a ton of
fun, while I repeated the uphill trudge
on my snowshoes, At the car, we ran
into a 50ish{!) woman who made those
fabulous snowboard tracks. Most im-
pressive.—John Roper, Bellevue, 1/27,

3@: ECHO RIDGE (USGS Coop-
er Ridge)—COur annual trip to

the Mcthow started out bumpy with
bolh passes closed, Changed plans and
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lcfi very early morning for a planned
stop in Chelan to check oul Echo Ridge
ski area. Even with the large snow dump
the day before, the road was plowed
clean, and the sun shining,

At 9am, the low parking near the
downhill slope was busy with snow-
mobiles. A not obvious road on the right
heads uphill. Narrow and steep in
places, make sure you have chains,

‘We were the only people there on a
beautifiil, sunny Wednesday morning,
Maps available and $5 trail fee. Every-
thing we skied was freshly groomed.
The terrain is high, rolling, open pine
forest with great views of the Cascades.
We never heard any of the snowmobiles
due to a good job of separation,

Skied several loops for 6 or 7 miles
of very pleasant, sunny skiing. Various
length connecting loops with clearly
signed inlersections and arrows, We sat
in the sun at the 3800-ioot viewpoint
and ate lunch before heading back
down to continue on our drive.

In the parking lot we met two pleas-
ant forest service personnel from
Chelan who wanted our impression of
the area. We were told a snowmobile
had trespassed in “skier only™ arca and
that they tried to track down the cul-
prit. Music to our ears!

In short, a very nice place to ski,
better weather than the passes,
groonied, and not crowded. —VB/MA,
Arlington, 2/8. :

LAKE WENATCHEE

(USGS Plain)—As we drove
into the main parking area at the Lake
Wenatchee Sno-Park, we were greeted
by a polite officer who wanted to make
sure we had the proper Sno-Park stick-
ers (this is an area where the extra
“grooming fee” is required), With all
our paperwork in order, we were al-
lowed to proceed.

The trails made a great morning ski,
We did the long loap around the goll
course, followed road 111 south for a
short way, then headed back to the Sno-
Park. Being a Saturday, trail traffic was
beginuing o pick up. Trails were nicely
groomed, ;

The campground remains open here

place to try winter camping with the
comfort of one’s automobile nearby.—
Ann Marshall, Port Orchard, 1/29,

LEAVENWORTH DISTRICT—S509-
548-6977. The Icicle road is plowed up
to the road 7601 intersection, with lim-
ited parking at the end. No Sno-Park
required, Walk-in winler camping is
available at Fightmile Campground;
park outside the gates and don’t block
the main road,

Enchantments: Overnight permits
are required from 6/15 through 10/15,
Processing, of this year’s applications
will begin 3/1.—Ranger, 2/3.

CENTRAL

CCC TRUCK ROAD (USGS

Lk Philippa, Mt Si, Chester
Morse Lk)—TNhis is a great winter hike.
The combination of rain forcst/moss-
draped old trees and the more open
spots with views out to snow-draped
mountains is great.

We started out on the east end (2.3
miles past the Bessemer road off the
Middle Fork Snoqualmie road) and
headed west intending to do a one-way
hike of about 9 or 10 miles to the other
end and our cars parked at the Teneriffe
trailhead. However, the Middle Fork
Road’s potholes slowed us down enough
that we didn’t have enough daylight,
so we shortened this to a loop: west
along the old road, now a nice trail to
the Bessemer road and then down to
the Middle Fork road and back along
the road to our cars; prabably a little
under 6 miles.

The trail is in pretty good shape with
some small trees/logs across that are
easily clitnbed over or under, There is
snow along most of it, but never more
than a few inches deep. We’ll be back
to do the other section.

in the winter and would be a good We’ll alsa be back 1o explore various
How to Contact Us A
wiite: Pack & Paddle, PO Box 1063, Port Qrchard VWA 98366
E-mail: ycat@packandpaddlemagazine.com
Phone: 360-871-1862 !
web site: hitp://www.packandpaddlemagazine.com ‘)

sections of the Middle Fork trail and
possible connections up to the trails
heading up into the various drainages
above such as the Prait River and Rock
Creek. Don’t Ict the legendary pot-
holes stop you. Just take it slow and
it’s passable for passenger cars.—SIE,
Bellevue, 1/22.

CCC TRUCK ROAD, the se-

quel (USGS Lk Philippa, Mt
Si, Chester Morse Lk)—We dropped 2
cars at the Mount Teneriile trailhead at
the school bus turnaround on the
Mount 5i Road and then headed over to
the Mid Fork Snogqualmie road. Five
miles past Valley Camp is the Bessemer
road (gated this time, but not 2 weeks
ago) and our starting point.

At 1.1 miles up this road is a cairn in
the middle at a sharp right hand turn.
If you want to do the section that goes
upvalley, follow the road to the right a
short distance and find the CCC Truck
Road trail heading off straight at a Iefi
turn about half a mile up. This scction
is more trail-like with a very rainforest
feel to the woods.

Our journcy, however was to the left
and across Blowcut Creck which was
running high enough for some of us to
wade while others more nimble of foot
and balance managed to hop over on
rocks. The route continues for about 3
miles along the old road with many
open spots for views across and up the
valley. We even got to sit in the sun-
shine in February!

The trail/road merges onto an old
logging road on top of the moraine that
blocks the Middle Fork Valley. Another
3 miles along that road through an old
clearcut with trees growing up and down
off the moraine brought us 1o another
gatc and a paved road down to our cars.

This is a very nice winter hike, espe-
cially the section farthest up the valll;;
I recommend starting at the east end
and hiking west as far as the spirit
moves you. The first 3 miles or so has
plenty of tree cover for a rain break and
the next few miles have lots of open
spots for views.—STE, Bellevue, 2/6.

¢t MOOLOCK (USGS Mt Si)—
Getting there: Drive the Middle
Fork road to the South Bessemer log-
ging road and park.

The trail: Knowing that T had to go it
alone I figured that °d go for Moolock
(point 4965) almost duc west of South
Bessemer less than 1.5 air miles away.
From around 2800 feet it was un-
tracked snow, fresh but fortunately not
too deep, Having gotten a late start for
a winter trip (10:45 am) [ was lucky
that the weather was picture perfect. |
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slogged my way to the saddie at 4000+
feet with only one stop to put on my
snowshoes. [ then continued west (stay-
ing on the south side of the ridge) up
and over a couple of bumps in some
gorgeous deep powder, where [ eventu-
ally hit an old road going up the peak’s
cast ridge,

The air was clear and cold and the
large mountain hemlocks were adorned
in thick ice on the last 900 feet to the
top. The final two hundred feet I did
without snowshoes or crampons. 1 reach-
ed the summit a little after 2:30. The
summit was roomy, uncorniced and in
an absolutely supreme spot for views.

Quickly I wolfed down some Power
Bars, and drank some water. Directly
below were three frozen lakes, the ridge
over to Green and Tencriffe glistened in
the sunlight, the spires of Garficld and
the Russian Buttcs were plastered with
fresh snow and the hills out to the
downlown silhouettes of Seattle and
Bellevue rose out of the greenery—
spectacular! This really was onc of my
best winter trips of all time.

For my descent I dropped duc south
from the saddle directly below the sum-
mit, to a liftle abave 3200 feet where 1
hit a road that T followed east to hit my
up route. I returned to my car at
5:30pin; I left the swmmit around 3;15.
The entirc trip was 6.75 hours long
with over 4000 feet of gain, maybe 11
miles in length.—Pilar, Monroe, 1/18,

1% THE ARK (LSGS Lake Phil-

' ippa)—Getting there: Drive
up the Middle Fork Snoqualmie road to
its junction with the Taylor River road
at 1087 fect and park.

The trail: Stefan, the Fellstroms,
Christine, Chris and I set out to da The
Ark, the 5339-foot high point that is a
little over a mile due west from Marten
Lake. Begin up the Taylor River road
and where it forks with the Quartz
Creek road and go left (up Quartz
Creek). It was snowshoes almost imme-
diately wilh Chris and Christine in the
lead most of the way.

We continued up Quartz Creek about
Y mile past the second switchback
where a spur road angled off to our
right. Follow this old toad up to around
3700 feel where it is now easy to begin
heading up into the basin. At this peint
my snowshoc broke (this becomes a re-
curring theme...). Chris, Christine and
Stefan headed off while T stayed back
and repaired my shac. Steve and Liz
waited for me. The views were awful,
the snow was powdery (about a foot
deep) but it was nice following
Christine’s amazing lead that began at
3700 feet and ended close 1o 4800 feet

on the south ridge of The Ark. At this
point the suminit was north-northeast
and about 500 feet higher,

‘We made short work of that final bit
and found ourselves sitting on the airy
summit around lpm, As we prepared to
descend I noticed that my snowshocs
had broken again. [ jury-rigged them
back together as the others descended,

Knowing that I was walking on “thin
ice,” so to speak, [ did most of the de-
scent “shoeless” (not a great idea). Af-
fer getting back o the main Quartz road
I tried wearing them again but they
again broke so down I hobbled with
the Fellstrams keeping me company
most of the way, Stefan and the others
had been waiting for a good 45 minutes
by the time we got back to the vehicles
and | felt bad for holding everyone up.

The wholc trip teok abount 8 hours
with about 4200 feet of gain. It was
about 10 miles in length.—Every-
one’s favorite climbing kitty, Pilar,
Monroe, 1/22.

%ﬁ TWIN PEAKS (USGS Mt

; Fhelps, Lk Philippa)—Getting
there: Drive the North Fork Snoqual-
mic road to the galed road that goes up
Philippa Creek.

The trail: Twin Peaks is about 2 miles
south of Loch Katrine if the weather
cooperated. Steve Fellstrom and I be-
gan the trip about 20 minutes late as I
was a little slow on the up-take this
nippy Thursday morning.

We donned snowshoes at the trail-
liead around 7:45am and made quick
work of the logging road which begins
at about 1520 fcet and ends at the outlet
to Loch Katrine at about 2900, Once
you exit the logging road and step out
onto the frozen shores of the “Loch™
you are transforined into a different
world. Beautiful virgin old-growth sur-
rounds the lake with lowering cliffs
above, an absolutely pristine scene.

Once on the south end of the lake we
ascended the spur ridge just west of the
outlel stream coming down fram Upper
Loch Katrine. The ridge is a little bit
steep in places but it is completely treed
and it eased up as we got higher on the
ridge. The wwsi dircct way to the lake
is lo continue to a minor 4240+ foot
saddlc above the lake’s northern shores
and then to descend 100 feet or so to
the lake.

Onge at the lake we could see our
destination, the southernmost Twin
Peak at 5325 feet. After an arduous
climb in deep unconsolidated snow we
hit the ridge (and the full-an sun),

Basking in the sun’s glory we decid-
ed this was indeed a fine day and pro-
cecded to the corniced summit. The

views fo the northeast were absolutely
fantastic; things were still a bit socked
in io the west and directly north
(though we could see the Olympics).
The sunmil was cold so we went over
to our second summil, North Twin at
5245 feet.

Here the weuther had improved and
it was at least 10 degrees warmer. We
spent a good deal of time here knowing
that it would be the last time we’d see
or feel the sun for the rest of the day
(all of the up route was on northeast
facing slopes). The descent went well
and was straightforward, The entire
trip was done with snowshoes except
for the last 100 feet of North Twin, no
crampons nccessary, As we arrived at
the lower lake fog had already begun
scttling in. We arrived back at the cars
around Spm. This was a 9 hour trip
with about 4000 fect of gain, maybe 10
miles in length. Great adventure —the
climbing kitty, Pilar, Monroe, 1/27,

ﬁﬁ: HANCOCK'S COMB

(USGS Mt Si)—Getting there;
Drive up the North Fork Snoqualmie
road and park at the spur 10 gate.

The trail: “Hancock’s Comb” is a
lone island of old-growth in a sea of ut-
ter forest destruclion. The summit
(4680+ feel) is a mere mile northeast
from the eastern end of Lake Hancock.
The poor sumnmit is encompassed by
endless miles of logging roads. Steve
Fellstrom and I started at the spur 10
gate (1000 feet) and began the 4% mile
slog to the outlet of the lake.

At the outlet (2200 feet) our intent
was to cut off as much road walking as
possible. Standing at the northwest end
ol the lake we could see our little wood-
ed second-growth spur ridge off to the
left isolated by a stream on cither side,
Getting there wasn’t casy.

Once on the narrow ridge we follow-
ed it northeast, through the second-
growth that isn’t all that bad, relative
to what we just went through! We fol-
lowed he straight spur road to its junc-
tion with another main road and went
right for a couplc of hundred yards.
From here it was again time to go off-
road heading due east (always upward)
to hit the “mainest™ logging road
(3680+ feel) that goes beneath Han-
cock’s Comb.,

We didn’t put on snowshoes until
3300 feet or 50, and didn’t really nced
them once hitting the “mainest” log-
ging road due ta the fact that the winds
were blowing so ficroely that it was
wind-packed hard as a rock! We fol-
lowed the main road southeastward to
the “Comb’s” southwest ridge.

The wind was really howling now on
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the summit ridge. Steve led bravely,
snowshoeless, to the top which is a
little semi-bald spot on Hancock’s
northernmost end. Since there was no
lingering on top we found a spot below
the summit to have a lunch break. Here
we basked in the 50+ degree weather
and chowed some grub, looking out to
Rattlesnake and the Tigers along with
splendid views of Seattle and Bellevue
rising out of the lowland haze.

Content with our liltle trip it was
now time to descend. Once on the main
trail behind the cabins we saw two
people standing at a door, Steve and T
talked to the couple and they agreed to
give us a ride back down to the spur 10
gate, gratis! We arrived back to our car
a little before 2pm —Pilar, Monroe, 2/3.

THE PULPIT, CHOIRBOY

(USGS Lk Philippa)—Getting
there: Drive up the Middle Fork Sno-
qualmie road and park at the main
Middle Fork “parking lot” on the right
side of the road at about 1000 feet.

The trail: Stcfan, Christine and 1
parked at the new bridge and crossed
the river en route to “The Pulpit”
{Point 4523). At the beginning of this
trip we also went up “Choirboy™ (Poinl
2120+). To climb this very shorl promi-
nent peak cross the new bridge, go
right a few hundred feet and immedi-
ately begin heading up the northwest
ridge. This is a nice short trip with
open casy forest except for a salal bash
the last couple of hundred feet or so.

There are filtered views across the
valley to the enormous unclimbable
walls of Garfield. Afier this glorious
summit we descended to 1400 feet and
began traversing northward to Rainy
Creck. Follow up the creek on its north
side in semi-open forest until it is fea-
sible to cross.

We crossed at about 1250 feet and
headed uphill where you’ll hit a great
trail going up Rainy Creek on the south
side of the creck. The trail is in great
shape. We followed it until we hit snow
at about 2000 feet. Christine turned
around here. Stefan and [ continued up
the main stream bed heading almost
due south to about 2800 feet where we
began a sleep upward traverse to the
false summit just east of the true sum-
mit, From here it is an easy slog west to
the high point at 4523 feet,

After summitting and taking in the
views it was an casy descent, no snow-
shoes were needed and we followed the
old “Rainy Creek” trail 10 ils inauspi-
cious beginnings. Through a little trial
and error we were able to cross Rain
Creek and follow the old tread, whic
at one point disappears completely into

the Middle Fork.riverbed, back to the
Middle Fork Bridge. We arrived back at
the car at 3:30. 4200 fect of clevation
and maybe & miles in length.

The low point of the trip was Stefan’s
inadvertently lacking his keys in hig
truck, which happened at the very be-
ginning of the trip. This in itsclf is no
big deal but shattering a window to
“unlock” the vehicle is! —Pilar, Mon-
roe, 2/13.

m MILL CREEK (USGS Laby-
rinth Min, Stevens Pass)—Mill
Creek has been the site of the Stevens
Pass Nordic Cenler for several years now
but this was the first time Lee and T had
tried the trails. A (rail pass is about $9.

The trails are shown on the GT maps
but it’s alsa handy to pick up a bro-
chure from the ski shop. Intersections
were moastly well-marked and the side
loaps pravided plenty of inlerest.

Heading up-valley on the main Mill
Creck trail, we were interropted fouwr
times by snowmobiles passing us! Yes,
they smiled and waved and slowed
down to go by, but there is still the
noise and the noxious fumes long after
they have passed. For a system that is
supposed 1o be machine-free, we were
disappointed.

The sun dropped behind the Cascade
Crest as we were still heading up-
valley. By the time we reached the end,
it was getting downright cold. On the
way back we iook some black diamond
loaps on the south side of Mill Creek.,
Unfortunately, the snow machines had
been here, too, and their treads had
chopped up the center ski-way which
had refrozen into lumps, making it dif-
ficult to ski down the steep sections.

I don’t mind paying for good groom-
ed tracks, but I sure grumble about pay-
ing to ski with snowmobiles.—Ann
Marshall, Port Orchard, 1/28.

SOUTH CENTRAL

MANNING’S REACH (GT
Tiger Min 2045)—We dropped
a car at the landing field below Poo Poo
Point and then headed around to the
High Point Trail (take the High Point
exit 20 off I-90 and instead of turning
right to the more popular trailhead,
turn left to the road end). There used to
be a short distance on a dirt road before

accessing the trail at the powerlines,
but somebody has put a lot of work inlo
changing the road into a real trail.

Cross the powerline swath and head
into the trees and the start of the High
Paint Trail. We turned left at the inter-
section with the Tiger Mountain Trail
and continued climbing up to Tom’s
Crossing for a sunny rest stop and
views north.

Continue along the TMT (it drops
into the trees to the right; not the trail
that takes you straight up to W Tiger 2)
to the saddle between W Tiger 2 and 3.
The TMT crosses the road and very
shortly breaks out into an open arca
with vicws of Mount Rainicr. This is
Manning’s Reach (though the new
Green Trails map has located it down
the Seattle View trail along the West
Tiger RRgrade instead). This was our
lunch spotl with sunshine and views.

Another mile and a half down the
TMT brings you to the One View Trail
and our connection over to Poo Poo
Paint Trail. There are lots of stakes
along this trail that T hope don’t mean
they are going 1o log this area as they
did South Tiger!

From the intersection with the One
View Trail, W Tiger RRgrade and Poo
Pao FPoint trail, we headed to Poa Poo
Point and then down the new trail to
our cars, The clouds were moving in,
but one brave soul toolk off in a para-
chute as we arrived at the lower spot
for 1ake-offs. His friends decided
against it and walked down. We saw a
lighining flash part way down as the
rain started and hope he arrived down
safely (they were gone by the time we
pot to the cars), About 8§ miles and
2500 feet of gain with the ups and
downs.—EIE, Scattle, 2/7

WHITE RIVER BOTTOM
(USGS Enumclaw)—This is

what I call an extension of the White
River Rim trail. It is a fun exploratary
trip for anyvonc who wants to see how far
they can go upriver from Mud Moun-
tain Dam. We gave il our best shot in the
time allowed and managed around 10
miles and 400 feet gain according to
Jim’s GPS/Topo!/computer readouts.

Jim and I parked the car at the large
dirt lot on the lefl side of the road just a
Litile ways in on the Mud Mountain
Dam road olf Highway 410. Heading
south on a dirt road just west of the
parking lot, we crossed the Weyer-
haeuser mainline and walked down to
the White River where we headed up-
stream toward Scatter Creck.

The creek wasn’t especially high,
and we were able to cross it on a log.
Even Shadow crossed it without falling
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although he did slip once in the middle.
The eatire area has been under water at
times as there was muddy sand and
large round rocks along the route.

Following the river bank on roads
and trails, we hiked until a cliff forced
us onto a road heading back up to the
rim. Lo and behold, there was an out-
house on the road along with a trail
sign just like the outhouse and trail
signs way back on the “official” Rim
trail. Attempting to continue our trek
upstream, we took the next road fork to
the right (east).

There were no signs at that junction;
however, about a mile down that road
was another familiar looking trail sign.
The trail signs just seemed to pop up
wherever with no continuity. Tlus road
continued on a genile grade back down
1o the river where we hiked a trail a mile
or 50 10 a horse camp complete with
two hilching rails and firc pit.

The trail ended there so we headed io
the “beach” and walked until a cliff face
halted our progress. Sinee we didn’t see
any real way around this obstacle and it
was getting late, we headed back.

Retracing our steps back to the “out-
house” road, we conlinued uphill 1o the
Weyerhasuser mainline road which we
walked back 3 miles o our car, An
casy, fun day exploring in the warm
sunshine.—Ginny Evans, Renton, 2/5.

PEAK 2080+ (USGS Mineral)

—The small lakeside village
of Mineral lies just east of the highway
between Elbe and Morton in the south-
central cascade western foolhills. Sev-
eral peaks with 400 or more fect of
prominence can be found nearby, all
but one (Roundiop Mountain) having
an old lopging road reaching the top,
Most of these are between 2000 an
3000 feet high, good for winterwalks,

Peak 2080+, the most diminutive of
the group, lies immediately west of
Mineral Lake and has just over 480 feet
of clean prominence. A network of galed
logging roads through second and third
growth affords miles of walking, with
many good views of snowbound higher
terrain. The handiest approach for a
stroll (o the swmmit is from Mineral 11l
Road, which crosses the pass on lhe
northeast shoulder of the peak.

The logging road shawn on the
USGS map at the northwest end of the
pass 15 gated, and appears to be in oc-
casional use, I[ starting here it would
be best to park across.the highway 1o
avoid blocking the gate. Belter, find an
old bermed logging road 200 yard
southeast, where you can park ofl-road,
elevation just under 1600 feet,

The two roads join in a variely of

MARCH 2000 PACK & PADDLE 15

ways (explore). Soon encounter a major
Y junction at about 1640 feet. Take the
left branch to the east and follow it 1.6
miles to just south of the forested sum-
mit, ignoring 4 side roads left and pass-
ing an old rock quarry before the final
ascent. Beat through brush a few dozen
yards to the very summit, upon which
stands a huge ald growth stump. My
altimeter read 2110 feet at this point.
No views from the top, but plenty on
the way up.

Try the side roads for extra winter
exercise and more snooping. Counting
the dead-end branches, the round trip
gains about 800 feet with a total distance
of 5 miles, Take snowshoes as needed.
—Mick Campbell, Puyallup, 2/5.

% LONGMIRE (USGS Wahpen-
ayo FPi)—The avalanche dan-
ger was too high to ski very far down
the Paradisc Valley road. so Laura and
[ took another route with no avalanche
danger.

A ranger at the Muscum at Longmire
suggested a tour that started in the Park
and ended in the National Forest. We
drove back behind the muscum over the
suspension bridge to where the road
dead-ended (past the trailhcad to Eagle
Peak Saddle).

The tour began where the plowing
cided. We skied for about 1'% hours,
then stopped under some trees and out
of the clements (sort of) o eat our lunch.
Soon alter we knew that we were in

o

Coby Farnham on the West Champion
trail in the MTTA system.

Jane Habegger

AND COMNDITIONS

the National Forest, not the Park, as
the obnoxious sound of snowimobiles
sounded quite close to us. This was a
mostly flat route which was pretty as it
wound through some beautiful trees.—
Jane Habegger, Olyinpia, 1/15.

CHAMPION TRAIL to

COPPER CREEK HUT
(USGS Mt Wow)—I was surprised Lo
see that the Sno-park on road 92 is now
5 miles up from Highway 706, not 6.3
miles from the highway as it has been
in ycars gone by. This means that you
have to ski an additional 1.3 miles (2.6
miles round trip) to get to the begin-
ning of this trail. It added about %
hour to the star( of the tour for Coby
and me. The milcage to the hut is now
8.6 milcs round trip and the elevation
gain is around 1000 fect.

We had a really nice day. It was sunny
for the most part and warm enough for
Coby to ski uphill in short sleeves and
me in a turtleneck and vest. The snow
was nearly perlect, light and powdery,

We started shortly after a group of
12 who were spending the night at the
hut. They said they had reserved the
hut at the MTTA Gala dinner and that
you pretty much had to attend the din-
ner to reserve the hut for a weekend,
They bad tried the year before with no
success. We saw only about 6 other day
skiers on the trail.—Jane Habegger,
Olympia, 1/22.

s CASTLE-FOSS (USGS Mr

Rainier Easi)—Getting there:
Drive to the Nisqually entrance and
park at the Narada Falls lot.

The trail: This was ta be Don
Beavon’s last big trip before heading
off to Iran to do Damavand (the highest
peak in Iran). Originally we were going
to try Camp Muir, We got an early
start... ale our Wheaties,.. paid our
fees... only 1o be stopped by a locked
gate al Longmire. The pcople ai the Tnn
said that they weren’t going (0 open it
until 10am or so. So we all sat down
for a cup of java at the restaurant and
camc up with Foss Peak as an allernate.

We were the first party out on the
trail that day but as we were heading
out another group was geiting back. ..
s0 there was a nicely beaten path to the
lakes! There are Park Service wands
the entire route.

After arriving at the lakes we headed
up toward the Castle-Foss saddle, A
party in front of us headed down and
we asked them if they had made it to
the saddle but as they entered the basin
white-out conditions and blowing snow
had turned them around (this party had
been camnped at the lake)



16

PACK & PADDLE  MARCH 2000

~ BACKCOUNTRY NEWS rerorrs aup connirions

As we entcred the basin we experi-
enced what they were talking about.
The winds really picked up and visibil-
ity turned to nil. The wind-packed
snow was actually fairly easy to kick
steps in and we made slow steady
progress toward the saddle.

Eventually Don, 1 and one other
found ourselves atop the ridge at 6000+
feet just below the Castle. There was
definitely no shelter from the storm at
this juncture so we broke out the hot
soup and apple cider to try to warm up.
Don’s wife and her friend had had
enough sense to turn around before
reaching the saddle. We caught up to
them on the way down, took some pic-
tures together, including one of an
alien snow creature! Hopefully the pic-
ture will turn out,.. unfortunately the
ones of aliens never do!

We arrived back at the cars around
3:30 giving us plenty of time to head
up to Paradise to check things out. The
power was out at Paradise and they were
keeping the Jackson Visitor Center open
only because of some sorl of back up
power system. After awhile il was time
to start heading down. Tt was extremely
windy, snowing and getting dark, a
long slow drive out. This was 4 great
ending o a very pleasant social trip
with some great people. Good luck on
Damavand, Don.—Pilar, Monroe, 1/20.

=$: REFLECTION LAKES

(USGS Mt Rainier Enstj—
Laura and I had a picture-perfect day to
ski to Reflection Lakes. We started at
the parking lot at Paradise and skied
down the Paradise Valley road. The m'
was bluc and we were surprised to fi
powder snow, too!

The avalanche danger was low, so we
went all the way to the lake past the ava-
lanche chute. We saw quile a few other
people coming from Narada Falls and
Mazama Ridge as well as the route we
took,—Jane Habegger, Olympia, 1/29.

% MOWICH LAKE (USGS

Golden Lakes)—Coby, his
mom Janice and I skied up the Mowich
Lake road. The snow was solt and deep
in places on the road up and we were
forced 10 stop about 2 miles short of the
Paul Peak trailhead. ;

Although the snow left much o be
desired for skiing as well as driving,
the weather was great—sunny and
warm, We stopped skiing up at a bend
in the road with a magnificent view of
the mountain.

After our lunch break we skied up for
another couple of hours before turning
around and heading back down to the
car.—Janc Habegger, Olympia, 2/5.

WEST SIDE ROAD (USGS
% Mt Wow)—A road grader has
gone up the road and ruined it for ski-
ing. I have no idea why the Park did it,
nor did the Park Ranger I asked about
it—Paul Schaufler, Olympia, 2/4.

SOUTH

% COLDWATER VC (USGY

Elk Rock)—Jacki and I went
“snow-walking” at St. Helens just
above the Coldwater Visitor Center.
Due (o the high winds that always
seem to buffct the area, new light snow
blows away leaving just the hard
packed snow underncath. We were pre-
parcd to snowshoe but the snow was so
well consolidated that we hardly sunk
in with our boots.

We began by following a road and
then snowmaobile tracks up to the top of
a hill above the road. We had good
views in all directions and especially of
Coldwater Peak and St. Helens. We
managed 1o get back to the car before
the clouds and rain moved in.

The area above Highway 504 and the
Coldwater Visitor Center is fairly open
and consists of gently rolling terrain,

rfect for skiing and snowshoeing,
gl?awever, there is this Monument rule
about not getting one inch off the trails
or roads even in winter. We were warn-
ed to snowshoe only on roads. But be-
lieve me, when you are up there in such
terrain, it is extremely difficult to tell
where (he roads are sometimes. And
snowmobile tracks look like roads
when everything is covered with snow.
—Ginny Evans, Renton, 1/31

BRITISH COLUMBIA

$ MONUMENT 78, MAN-
NING PARK (92 H/12 Man-
ning Park}—24 to 30 km round-trip on
metal-edged waxless touring skis.
Manning Park is the Canadian side
of the Pasayten Wilderness. The 2!
hour drive from Bellingham climbs up
out of the Fraser Valley, past Hope on
Highway 3 and through Allison Pass at
4436 feet. The Manning Park Lodge is
located on the right (south side) 41
miles east of Hope. The Park Visitor
Centie (250-840-8836) is located a

short distance [arther on the left. Itisa
good sonrce of trail information, direc-
tions, and curreni snow conditions, but
it is only open on weekdays from about
8:30 10 4pm. When closed somc infor-
matien is availablc at the Lodge (250-
840- 8822; www manningparkresort.
cam).

Continuc cast past the visitor center
and turn off to the right/south at about
2 miiles. Deep roadside snow may ob-
scure the turnoff, This is the parking
lot for Boyd’s Meadow, Monuments 78
and 83. Overnight parking is allowed
and ihere are no registration or passes
required.

Ski the trail from the east end of the
lot. In a few minutes the trail crosscs
the Similkameen River. Directly after
the bridge go right. (If you go straight
you may take a Zkm side trip to Boyd’s
Meadow. On this day large surface hoar
crystals were on cvery branch and blade
of grass—some over an inch long. The
bright sun and cold dry snow made it
possible to identify many of the animal
tracks including lynx. Return to the
bridge and original junction.)

The right fork trail leads to a second
bridge which spans Chuwanten Creck
(called Chuchuwanteen on the US
side). The trail goes south on an easy to
follow road and soon comes to the 78/
83 fork. Go right—the trail now pre-
sents a series of short sieep bumps re-
quiring herring-bone climbing. From a
minor high point in the trail three
gentle descents end in a T at Castls
Creek. The right fork is the East Simil-
kameen trail which is in poor condition
and should be avoided with skis. The
90 degree left goes up the Castle Creek
drainage generally to the southwest for
the remainder of the trip.

Beautiful valley vicws appear with
glimpses of high snow covered peaks.
On the other side of the creck the PCT
drops into the valley and parallcls your
route but the high avalanche danger
prevents using it in winter. Current
Park handouls describe the last pari of
the irail as bad skiing but they are out
of date and in fact the trail continues in
good condition,

In a pleasantly wooded area a horse
camp with a large primitive corral
marks the junction with the PCT. Now,
only a few minutes from Monument
78 you will encounter a high avalanche
potential from the lefi/cast side. It
crosses the trail for only a short dis-
tance but it is imperative that you can
see and evaluate the danger from the
higher slopes.

At 4260 feet the tip of the monument
obelisk was just visible above the snow.
Various signs provided information in-



cluding the northern US terminus of
the PCT and that it was only 2627 miles
10 Mexico. To the east the typical bor-
der clearing led back a short distance
1o the avalanche slope but to the west
the familiar border strip was cleared
through the forest up and over the ad-
jacent mountain. A single set of bear
tracks continued on the smaller PCT
into the US.

The 12 km from vehicle to monu-
ment took about 2% hours up and 1%
hours down but conditions were just
about perfect, The heavier metal-cdged
skis, though slower going up, made fast
easy descents on the “bumps” in the
trail —Bud Hardwick, Bellingham, 1/28.

ALASKA

MOUNT BAROMETER

(USGS Kodiak Island)—I
took advantage of a beautiful clear
Alaskan day to get in a quick winter
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equipment for sale, post lost-and-found
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Commercial advertisers are welcome to
contact the Pack & Paddle office for ad rates.

LOST—Camera on Pratt Lake/Granite
Mountain trail 2/13. If faund please call
206-546-D172 (Seattle).

FOUND—Climbing gear on Sauk
Mountain, 12/4. Call to identify. 206-
§23-T733 (Seattle).

FOUND—On West Tiger, 11/22, Goran
and | stopped at the "hiker's hut” and
found a stuff sack with clothing on the
hench. | took them home and washed
them—they were damp and smelly—
now | have them waiting for the owner
ta identify and claim. Call Fred, 425-
885-3749 (Waodinville).

HIKING PARTNERS—Looking for

women hiking partners for day trips
and backpack frips. Gig Harbar, Port
Orchard area. Amy, 253-B57-6958,

FOR SALE: Sorel boots, never worn
(too small); black, waterproof bottoms,
warm removable liners, suede leather
uppers, men's size 7 (women's 8 to
814). Paid $70, will sell for $35. 425-
868-7601 (Redmand).
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climb. During the winter months I am
always away from my beloved Cas-
cades, I get to view plenty of peaks from
the deck of our fishing boat in the cold
North Pacific; however, rarely do T get
to do any climbing.

This time taking advantage of a
breakdown on the fishing boat, I head-
ed to the hills, T was dropped off next to
the road and about 45 minutes of post-
heling brought me fo the base of small
but magnificent Mount Barometer, In
the summer it is a simple steep walk io
the summit. In the winter it is a differ-
ent peak altogether,

The temperature was well below
freczing and there was a cold casicrly
wind blowing, [ followed the cast ridpe
to a position above the brush and decp
snow, and traversed directly to the
north face couloir. Here the terrain
quickly steepens and the wind-scourcd
snow made for excellent crampon con-
ditions. I followed the gully to steeper
terrain on a combination of hard snow

and ice.

I exited the couloir and attempted a
mixed line among the rock bands, Here
the ice upon the rock was weak and
brittle. T was afraid if my ice toal place-
ments biew, my feet would shear off.
‘Without a belay, T backed off and down
climbed back to the couleir. The conloir
turned out to be an enjoyabie 60 to 70
degree climb. Once on the summil ridge
il was an easy 10 minutes 1o the top.

The views were spectacular but after
about 20 minutes, the bitter wind
chased me off, I descended the east
ridge and hitchhikeed back to town.
Time up was 2 hours and 20 minutes.
Dcscent took 40 minuics.

Evcn if T can’t be climbing moun-
tains with Dallas Kloke all year, I still
get to bag that occasional Alaskan sum-
mit while I finance the rest of the
year's climbing and bills. Soon it's off
to Prince William Sound and hopefully
some waterfall ice around Cordova.—
Scoll Bingen, Anacorles, 1/28,

FOR SALE—1889 Life Link shovel.
This is the “breakdown” madel—the
blade detaches from the handle for easy
packing. Strong shovel. Good condi-
tion. $25 plus $10 postage.

1988 Lowe “Latok’ fleece-ined
salopette knickers. One-of-a-kind, de-
signed by Alex Lowe. Wonderful bivi
and climbing pants. Bluefred knee and
rear patches made with nylon Armor
Cloth. HUGE and smooth non-icing
YKK. zippers, Full side zips. Full cratch
zips (bellybutton to tailbone). Approxi-
mately 32-34 inch stretchy waist. A nice
piece of gear, lightweight and warm. I'm
too darn big for them now. Mint condi-
tion. Paid $100+, will sell for $40 plus
$10 postage.

Larry Smith, 360-876-7788, leave
message during the day (Part Orehard).

FOR SALE—Fischer Crown in-track
skis with crown waxless base, size
210cm, mounted with Rottefella NMNN-
BC automatic bindings. Dark purple.
Well maintained, used 2 seasons.
Great for beginner/casual skier on
groomed track. $55/offer Call Bob at
360-697-2573 (Poulsbo) or email
bobble@web-o.net.

FOR SALE—Kazama Outback Soft
Telemark/Backcountry skis. Size
198cm. Traditional sizing, touringfurn-
ing ski. Waxable bases, full metal
edges. Comes with Voile climbing

skins. Used 2 seasons, well maintain-
ed, No bindings, previously mounted
with Rainey Superloops. $45/offer.
Kneck off $10 if you don’t want the
skins. Call Bob at 360-697-2573
{Poulsbo) ar email bobble@web-o0.net.

JUST CRANK ITI—New rock climbing
guidebook to Mount Erie and Fidalge
Island. Most routes range from 10 to
25 feet. Great for beginners and ex-
perts alike,

Price is $12 plus $1.50 for shipping
($13.50 total). Dallas Kloke, 4012 M
Ave, Anacortes WA 98221 360-203-
2904,

WSTC—Washington Ski Touring Club
offers a variety of trips, clinice and
volunteer opportunities fro cross-
country and backcountry skiers. Mest-
ings are held the first Thursday of the
month, November through April, at
Seattle REl, 7pm. For more informa-
tion, call 206-525-4451, or visit our
website, www.wstc.org

OSAT—A clean and sober climbing and
mountaineering club. 206-236-867 or
on the web: www.osat.org

INTERESTED IN HIGH LAKE FISH-
ING? Washington State Hi-Lakers club
meets third Wednesday of each menth
at Mercerview Community Center,
7:30pm. For information, call George
Bucher, 425-821-5752 (Kiriland).
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JOE SCHUSTER

the Lost Coast

—BACKPACKING ALONG THE CALIFORNIA COAST—

Claudia Gillis, Len and Unson
Roughgarden, Doug Varga and I leave
Bellevue at 6am on August 21 last
summer. It is cloudy with some rain as
we travel south but by the time we
reach California it is sunny and 90 de-
grees. We leave 1-5 and take Highway
96 to Bureka, a beautiful but very curvy
road. Supper in Eurcka at Tpm then
drive the very curvy road to Sheller
Cove, arriving at L1pm. Sleep at the
campground in Shelter Cove.

Sunday, the 22nd, we are up at 0630
bui do not get ride to trailhead until
10am because of sume confusion abont
our arrangements. Ken, a vacationing
air controller, agrees to drive us the 2
Dbours of bad back roads to the Mattolc
River and trailhead. We start hiking at
noon, heading south along the beach
toward Shelter Cove where our van will
be waiting for us.

Most of the walking is on very soft
sand or gravel—difficult. The day is
perfect, 65 to 70 degrees and sunshine.
We hike % miles to Randall Creek ar-
riving at 5:30pm.

We have seen a lot of sea lions, and
cormorants and other birds. We have
encounlered only one other group of 3
hikers all day, Aficr dinner we waich a

e

Jae Schuster

The trail crosses heodlands.

beautiful sunset. The night is warm,
about 55 degrees, good star gazing after
the half-moon goes down. Some dew in
the morning.

Monday, I am up at 7am and afler a
leisurely breakfast we are hiking about
9-30. The fog rolls in and even thongh
it is 70 ta 75 degrees, we hike in fog
all day. We get about 30 minutes of sun
at 2:30pm. Today we hike on an aban-

: Joe 5chus:‘rcr*

doned jeep road next to the beach and
the walking is easier. We pass three
private, very remote, cabins.

We see no one until Big Flat Creek
where we plan to camp. At Big Flat
there is no water and lots of people who
have apparently boated in, We hike on,
arriving at Shipman Creek at Spm. We
have hiked 9 miles today.

We have sccn more sea lions, lots of
decr, a very large jack rabbit, diving
pelicans, cormorants, assorled birds.
In the evening we walch a feeding
frenzy—a group of sea lions jumping
completely out of the water as they
chasc an invisible {to us) sh. A large
deer watches us from (he bluff 100 feet
above us.

To bed al 9pm with thick fog rolling
in. Doug and 1 slecp in a large drift-
wood lean-to which keeps some of the
dew off. It was cooler during the night.

Tuesday. Nat in any hurry, we stay in
sleeping hags until Yaim. We start hiking
about 10:30am. First stop is Buck Creek
where we take pictures of “hoodoos”
(large stacks of rocks made by previous
hikers). We hike to Getchell Creck ar-
riving at noon for lunch and the rest of
the day. The fog lifts and we can sce
Shelter Cove in the distance. Watch
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seagulls bathe in a pond—quite a
ritual. Tn the evening we are in bed by
9pm in the fog. In the middle of the
night it clears up and we can se¢ stars.

‘Wednesday. Hiking about 9:40am.
It is an easy day. We hike the 6 milcs
to Shelter Cove arriving at 12:30pm.
Shower, wash clothes. Eat in the res-
(aurant, At dusk six deer cross the golf
course we are camped next 0. To bed
at 8:30 in the campground. It is 61 de-
grees. In spite of a clear night there is
Iots of dew. 1 felt like I was in a sauna
all night.

Thursday. Up at 6:30am to get orga-
nized, Breakfast at campground restau-
rant then Tom gocs with us to the Usal
Creck campground, our next trailhead.
It is a 2.5 hour drive. We see a large
bull elk on the road. We arce hiking by
10:30am.

This next 17 miles gains 5300+ feet.
We rapidly gain 1250 feet in elevation.
It is 70 degrees in the shade and hot in
the sun, I am drenched in sweat. We
pass hikers who say we should not
camp al Anderson Camp but go on to
Little Jackass Creek camp, an extra 2.3
milcs and more up and down,

As we hike we come upan two large
bull ¢lk occupying the trail. We take
photos and casc by them as they move
slightly off the trail. They are not afraid
of us at all, They are nearing the rut
and seem somewhat aggressive, kick-
ing the ground and rubbing antlers in
the dirt. We are Iess than 30 feet from
the clk, too close for my comfort zone.

We arrive at Little Jackass camp, a
beautiful, secluded, beach, at 3:30pm.
This is the best beach yet. Explore caves,
hole-in-the-rock. There are seals, very
large pelicans roosting nearby. The sur{
is too big to swim but we get wet and
then bathe in the creek.

What a great day! We go to bed at

9pm. [t is slightly overcast
and warmer. It is a warm
night, na dew.

Friday. Up at 8:30 and
hiking by 9:30. Immediately
gain 1000 feet very steep
and quick, Stop for Junch at
11am on top of knoll with
incredible view of ithe coast
and of our camp for tonight,
Wheeler Beach,

We are at Wheeler by
12:30pm having hiked 4.5
miles and gained 1500 fect
elevation. It has been aver-
cast and 75 degrees. The
sun comes out abaut 4pm,
We spend the afternoon re-
laxing and playing.

The best parl of the after-
noon is about 45 minutes of
“entertainment” by two bull
elk who wander throngh the
arca. They da not scem to
mind us at all. They eat,
then stop and butt heads,
playing, and then return to
eating again. One lakes a
“path” in the ¢reek rolling in a small
pond and putting his head into the wa-
ter. We take lots of pictures.

Wheeler Beach is a beautiful spot to
camp. We have a few drops of rain io-
day then the sky clears for a while. In
the evening it gets very foggy. We see 2
does and 2 fawns grazing nearby, To
bed at 9:30pm. A lot of dew tonight.

Saturday. Up at 8am. Hiking by
8:50am. 4.5 miles and 1000 feet el-
evation gain in 2,5 hours, At the trail-
head there is no van. Doug jogs 2 miles
to the visitors center and returns with
the van.

We stant home, camping in Oregon.
We lake Highway 101 north to Grants

A hiker tries a little surf-fishing.

Joe Schuster

Joe Schuster

Pass, a much better drive, Arrive home
Sunday about 4:30pm.

Comments:

The ocean beach hike in the King
Range National Conservation Area
could be done in 3 days and 2 nights.

The 17 miles in the Sinkyone Wil-
derness is in deep redwood forest and is
extremely beautiful. While it could be
done in 2 days and one night, it would
be a shame ta do so and nat do this part
as a very relaxing hike and camp on
the two beaches as we did.

I slept every night without a tent in
my 40 degree bag and was quite com-
fortable.

For more information, write:
Sinkyonc State Park
PO Box 245
Whitethorn CA 95489

BLM, Arcata Field Office
1695 Heindon Road
Arcata CA 95521
Fi)
or e-mail the author, Joe Schuster:
JAST737@acl.com

Joe Schuster, of Bellevue, is a
Jformer Scouf leader who has hiked ex-
tensively in Washington and organizes
trips fo inferesting places in the West.



20 _PACK & PADDLE MARCH 2000

LEE MCKEE

Rosedale to Gig Harbor

This is a roughly 17nm one-way trip
around the south end of the Kitsap Pen-
insula. It starts on a street end in Rose-
dale by Raft Island in Carr Inlet and
ends at a launch ramp in Gig Harbor
(see Kayaking Pugel Sound, the San
Juans, and Gulf Islands by Washburne
and South Puget Sound Afoot and
Afloat by the Muellers for directions to
the put-in and take-out). The routc in-
volves paddling through Halc Passage
and The Narrows so timing the trip to
account for currents is a must.

David, our trip leader, set a 7am
meel time at the strect end 1o allow
time for setting up a car shuttle as well
as getting boats ready. By 8:30 cars
wer¢ positioned, boats ready, and six of
us in single set kayaks set out,

There was no wind and the waier
was perfectly calm this January 22 as
we paddled around the east side of Raft
Island and headed over to Cuits Island.
Since therc were no restrooms available
at the put-in, we opted for a short stop
at Cutts to use the facilities (a prelly
well dilapidated outhouse).

Back on the water we continued
south, past the opening to Horsehead

—A WINTER PADDLE IN SOUTH SOUND—

Bay, and shorily before 10am rounded
Green Point and headed into the en-
trance of Hale Passage, The predicted
currenti was ebbing at a little over a
knot and a half which helped us along,
Before long we were at the bridge
which connects the mainland to Fox Is-
land. At a boat ramp on the Fox Island
side we look a short stop to stretch our
legs. Unfortunately there arc no rest-
roomn facilities here which is a surprise
due to the amount of use the place pets
from boaters.

We continued on our way southward,
To get the most out of the current we
opted to stay close to mid-channel.
Shorlly belore 11:30 we were at Point
Fosdick, which marks the southern en-
trance to The Narrows. The route
David had selected crosscd The Nar-
rows here to Titlow Beach Park where
we stopped for lunch. There are rest-
rooms at the park; however, they are
locked for the winter which makes for
quite an inconvenience.

By 12:45 we were back on the waler
and heading northward into The Nar-
rows. David's plan had been to take ad-
vantage of an ebbing current as we

made our way
along the
Tacoma side
of The Nar-
rows (o Poinl
Deliance, Un-
fortunately,
{he current
changed
sooner than
expected
which rc-
sulted in more
paddle work
than we had
hoped for..
Hugging the
rocky shorc-
line, we took
advantage of
any small ed-
dies we could
find.

I
Lee McKee

Kayakers at Green Point.

An up-side

10 this was wc spent more time getling
past the small waterfront community of
Salmon Beach than wc would normally
do with the current pushing us along.
There sure is a variety of houses there
built on pilings, and as we paddled by
we had a short visit with ong person
who was in the process of carving a to-
tem pole,

By 2:30 we had reached Point Defi-
ance. A fairly strong eddy linefrip can
form off the point and was in the pro-
cess of doing so. Offshore in the middle
of The Narrows the predicted current
was about 214 knots. The crossing from
here to the entrance of Gig Harbor is
just over 1nm. To keep from getting
gwept back into The Narrows and 10
avoid the rip off the point, we paddled
a short way around the point before be-
ginning the crossing.

Leaving the shore line, we set a
course foward the entrance to Colvos
Passage to offset the flooding current
and began a ferry glide toward the en-
trance lo Gig Harbor. About half way
across, the current slacked, and we ad-
justed our heading accordingly until we
were soon heading directly toward the
entrance to the harbor.

The current was flooding into the
Larbor at just under 1 knot which was a
welcome benefit afier having it against
us for most of the way through The
Narrows. Shorlly before 3:30 we
reached the boat ramp at the north end
of the harber.

The total trip had taken about 7 hours,
including time for lunch and stops
along the way. The weather had been
just about perfect with no wingd and the
sun breaking out of the overcast as we
entered the harbor. Quite a trip for the
end of January!

Fa)

Lee McKee, of Port Orchard, is a
member of The Mountaineers Sea
Kayak Commiliee.
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MIKE TOROK

Rainy Pass to Bridge Creek

—A SELDOM-DONE TRAVERSE OVER FISHER PASS—

Mitch planncd a four-day trip to do
prominent peaks between Black Peak
and Mount Logan for September 16
through 19, 1999,

The trip was scheduled several
months in advance. With the year’s
poor La Nina weather most of the sum-
mer, we wondered what the weather
gads would give us. They turned out Lo
give us the best weekend of the summer,

We started at Rainy Pass and return-
ed by way of the Bridge Creek trail. We
hiked to Maple Pass, headed cross-
country to Last Chance Pass, then down
to the intersection of Woody Creck and
Grizzly Creck, up Grizzly Creek and
onto the saddle sonth of Indecision
Peak, to the ridge west of Natal Peak,
down the ridge and down to Fisher
Pass, up to Peak 7910 (across from
Goode), down to North Fork Bridge

We followed part of the Logan cross-
country route noted in Beckey’s CAG
(green book), page 314, We climbed
or scramblcd Benzarino, Indecision,
Meulefire, Natal, Peak 7112, and Out-
post (Pcak 7910).

We did not see any sign of previous
pirties on the route or any wildlile,
Twao of the three camps were high on
ridges and had picture perfeet views.
Most of the summits had cairns but not
registers. The lack ol regislers was a
big disappeintment.

DAY 1

We started at 9am from Rainy Pass
and followed the frail to Maple Pass. At
the trailhead was a warning note about
work occurring on the trail, Enroute we
met the trail crew. They were using a
little tractor to smaoth the trail and dy-

looked great.

About a mile before meeting them,
we heard the sound of blasting. We
didn't know il the trail was closed, if
we would have to wait, or if we would
have o do a detour. The concern was
solved when we passed by withont a
problem. We chatted a while with one
worker, One person was a member of
the Courtney family out of Stehekin
and the other person I recognized as a
Stehekin Valley bus driver. Maple Pass
had one snow patch remaining. The
surrounding views were wonderful and
the beautiful ¢lear blue skies were a joy.

We hicadcd off-rail from Maple Pass
down 1o the basin below Horsefly Pass
and contoured at 6000 feet to a small
lake, then on to Last Chance Pass. Here
we dumped our packs and scrambled to
Mount Benzarino.

Creek trail and oul. namile to remove large rocks. The trail We scrambled upslope to the base
A
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Mitch at the summit of Outpost as sunset appraache.s with Black Peak and Corteo

Peak in the background.

of the northeast lace, then climbed the
face to the summil, working our way
through small gullies and ledges (Class
4) to the swiinil. We were presented
with fine views of the area and were
able to study the route we were going to
follow for the reminder of the Lrip.

I ran over to check out the west
summuit. This summit was a fow feet
lower and also had no register. Enroute
back to the packs, I scramble over Peak
TR0+,

We noticed some wonderful camp-
ing sites near a smali lake Y4-mile
southwest of Last Chance Pass. Far
sameonc interested in doing Benvarino,
I recommend this camping spot.

We left Last Chance Pass at 4:50pm
and followed Falls Creek to about 5600
feet, then contoured through an un-
pleasant burned arca a half-mile long
and south of Point 5870,

We dropped off the nose to Woody
Creek, enconntering somc thick fir
trees thal were little problem. After
reaching the creck we looked for the

Mitch hunts for the Indecision register
at the summit cairn.

Mike Torok

first camping sile. It was getting late
and we were nol going to be too fussy.
We found a spot where we could
make do at aboul 4250 feet next to
Woody Creek. [t was now 7:10pm and
darkncss was coming soon. We sct up
camp, and ate dinner in the dark.

DAY 2

The next morning we got up at first
light and were out of camp by 7:18am.
We followed Grizzly Creek for a little
less than a mile, then hit a large slide
alder ficld al about 4300 feet, Here we
discussed which way to go, and chosc a
gully that would lead us high and
around the brush. We crossed the ereck
and got up high below rocks, then tra-
versed to tlie gully going up below In-
decision. This route went well.

We dropped a bit from the high
traverse to Grizzly Creek at 4800 feet.
It was now 10:22am and it had taken us
3 haours to go about 1.5 miles. We en-
joyed the surroundings, had snacks,
and watered up. The camping spot the
CAG mentions is about 4820 fect on

‘the east side of Grizzly Creek and

looked good.

We continued up to the northcast, go-
ing across a rock slope intw trees, then
around 5600 feel we traversed left into
a gully, then followed the gully up
(about 5900), then left again to another
gully. We then continued up and
around the bottom of a rib into the ba-
sin at 6100 feet. Here it was easy
scrambling to a saddle (6940 feet) be-
tween Indecisian and Natal, which we
reached at 12:40pm.

Afier enjoying lunch at the saddle,
we took daypacks to Indecision. We
scraumbled upslope until it got more

technical, then we went right on a
ledge to a ridge, and on to the summil.
The CAG indicales it is Class 4 but

depending on the route, it’s not. The
suminit of Indecision presented us with
wonderful views of the surrounding
area, The view of Mount Arriva and
Silent Lake looked great (too bad we
did not have lime to visit).

Milch tore the summit cairn apart
looking for (he register, but came up
empty-handed. Ile managed to talk me
out of my only film container. Mitch
lell it as a register with a note accusing
the NCNP of remaving the original
register (J. Roper indicated there was a
register in "81).

I was interested in doing Meulelire
but Mitch was not. The CAG men-
tioncd it was Class 4 from Indecision.

1 loaked the route over carefully and
determined it looked like a Class 4
scramble. So, I decided to scramnble
Meulefire and the only problem 1 en-
countered was an exposed step about
half way down off Indecision. It toak us
about 3.5 hours round trip with an hour
on the swnmit to do Indecision fram
the saddle.

We hieaded west from the saddle
dropping about 500 feet, then contin-
ucd upslope to the Mat ridge northwest
of Matal. It took us about 1.5 hours and
we cncountered no prablems. We found
water aboul 200 feet below the ridge
where we [illed our botiles and hauled
1.5 pallons to the ridge (we did not think

Miteh soaks his shirt to keep cool be-
fore we head up Indecisian, in the back-

ground.
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rado in the background.

the ridge would have Tunning water,
but it did have a bit of snowmelt),

The ridge (6080+ [eel) was not very
smooth bul we found an acceptable spot
(we later found great camping west-
norihwesl of Peak 71335 at 6800 feer).

It was great to be gelting into camp
carly, at 5:15pm (it’s always a concern
of mine we are going to use the whale
day peakbagging). From our camping
spot, we had wanderful views of Logan,
Goode, and Ragged Ridge.

DAY 3

Now it was the beginning of the third
day and the trip was half over. I didn’t
know if this was good or bad. Things
had been going too well,

The plan was to climb Natal from the
northwest and move camp to a high
spot below Outpost. We Look our time
relaxing in the morning enjoying the
wonderful surrgundings in perfect
weather, We studied the ronte for Natal.,

The CAG had few words, John Roper
lipped us with some additional details.
We Ieft camp at Bam. We scramblcd
about threg-fourths of the way without
problem. Then we encountered, in or-
der, one 50-Loot Class 4 pitch and theee
50 to 100-fool Class 5 pitches.

It took us a lot longer to summit than
we were expecting, We spent a little

.Mih.:h B.IanT-:un

Mike on the west sub-summit of Benzarino, with Goode, Starmking, Buckner and Eldo-

time enjoying the summit, Mitch
guessed we were the scoond ascent
party. The descent went well with four
rappels. The information we had failed
to highlight the fine details of the
pitches. They were fun and solid but
were much more technical and in
greater number than we expected, We
were very happy to be back at camp at
12:40pm.

While on Natal, we were given a
wonderful view of Fislier Pass. This
Pass puzzled us. Both sides of the pass
have creeks named Fisher Creek. Very
odd, and its the only place where T have
seen this.

The wide stream going northwest
fram 1he pass also deceived us. It
looked like it was flowing southeast.
We discovered the stream was really
flowing northwest when we were able
to look right down on the Pass. This
could have been a very timo-consuming
error il Mitch had not found this while
T did Peak 7112,

We headed out down the spectacular
ridge at 1:40pm to Peak 6985 above
Fisher Pass. The CAG names this ridge
“Spectacular Ridge.” [ had my eye on a
neat summit, Peak 7112, Mitch took a
break whilc I ran over to it, Peak 7112
had great views, but of course so did
everylhing else.

We dropped from Peak 6985 heading
slightly left on fairly steep terrain. We
followed pame trails, which led us a
couple of hundred yards southcast of
the pass. We encountered one 200 foot
section of thick brush,

The black flies were bad so we con-
tinued across the vallcy, up to the right
of a stream, and through somc light
brush, The terrain was steep and hold-
ing onto the brush made for easier go-
ing. When we reached a small lake, the
terrain lay back and it was no problem
getting to the summit of Outpost (Qut-
post is not shown in the CAG).

We reached the sumimit of Cutpost at
G:35pm. Mitch of course tore the cairn
apari looking for the register, which he
did not find, Whoever took all the reg-
isters did a complete job. Outpost had
breathtaking views of Goode, The view
to the North Fork Bridge Creek was
about 4000 feet below,

Too bad we did not get here an hour
earlier to enjoy this seldom-visited
summil, In hindsight, we should have
got moving earlier so we would have
had time to enjoy Outpost longer. I took
my boots off to dry my damp feet,
waiching the sun dip off the shoulder of
Mount Logan. The lighting was poor
for photos. Mitch was long gone when 1
left the summit at 7pm,

Mitch found a wonderful camping
area a bit before Point 7135. I arrived
at 7:30pm and we had just enough light
to set up camp but we ate in the dark
again. Rocks gave us chairs to enjoy
the evening meal, moan, and the views
in a bug free environment,

Looking back at Natal from Spectacular
Ridge.
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MICHAEL FEAGIN
Washington Online Weather

SNOW Are We Ahead or Behind Last Year?

WOW has been asked this many times
this winter, Most people want to try to
make sure that we don’t have a late hik-
ing and climbing season like last year.

There are several ways to measure
snow. There is snow on the ground and
snow water equivalent (SWE), The wa-
ter resource community uses SWE for
many reasons. They use thig data for
flood potential, and water availablc for
the late spring and summer for the ag-
ricultural community and [or urban ar-
eas. The totals we have listed below are
not cumulative snowlall for the season.

Here are Lhe totals for snowpack
(SWE). The number hisled is the snow-
pack as a percent of normal, These
nunbers are for 2-1-1999 and 2-1-2000.
+ Blewett Pass: 1288 88%, 2000 71%
= Paradise: 1999 156%, 2000 154%

s Snogualmie Pass; 1988 173%,

2000 164%

* Rainy Pass: 1999 164%, 2000 102%
s Stevens Pass: 1990 131%, 2000 85%

The following number is for snow on
the ground. The number listed is snow
on the ground in inches with the num-
ber in parenthesis the percent of normal.
» Mount Baker: 1999 210" (210%),

2000 155" (125%)

» Stevens Pass: 1899 130" (149%),

2000 1M19%(137%)
¢ Snoqualmie Pass: 1999 1187 (151%),

2000 1047(132%)

« Paradise: 1999 194" (147%),

2000 136" {118%)

What can be made of these numbers?
The main message is all the above loca-
tions show the snow amounts were
higher last year. However, the amounts
for this year for many of the locations
are still above normal.

Will the backeountry snow melt out
faster then Jast year? It should; how-
gver, time will solve that mystery. Last
year the snow was slow to melt duc to a
cold and wet spring and early summer,
Also, last year the snowfall was heavy
in February and March. On April 1 of
1999 Mount Baker had 311" on the
ground and Paradise had 2807, It is
very doubtful if these totals will be
rcached this year.

Most experts believe the La Nina
pattern (cool and wet) will continue
until June of 2000. We will see what
happens. Don'’t plan any backpack
trips yet. A

This informalion was provided by
Washingtion Online Weather, hitp:fi
www wowweather.com (425-450-
4901).

Rainy Pass to Bridge Creek continued from previous page

DAY 4

The fourth day came early. It was
hard to believe our weather—anather
clear day. We enjoyed breakfast with
good colors on Goode during the sun-
risc. Camp broke easily and we were
headed out at 6:538am.

We dropped following the ridge to
the southeast to meet the North Fork
Bridge Creek trail at Grizzly creck. We
found another wonderful camp spot at
about 6450 feet with water nearby. We
did encounter a few patches brush on
the ridge but they were no problein.

We wade a mistake at the Loe of the
ridge. Grizzly Creek heads back west
and we should have left the ridge
around 3400 feet and headed straight
dawn. We followed the ridge to the toe
at the creek, then had to fight a bit of
brush and downed timber (o intersect
the trail,

It took about 3 hours to reach Grizzly
Creek. The major course of Grizzly
Creek has a ncw foolbridge 150 fect
downstream that makes the crossing

much easier than the ford, which
Mitch did.

It took us 6.5 hours to hike out the
North Fork Bridge Creck and Bridge
Creek trails to Highway 20. The section
af trail between the North Fork trail
junction and Firewesd camp is exposed
to the sun during the heat of the day. I
had memmories of this experience from
previous trips where the heat made it
tough going. It was no different this
time. It’s best to travel this section at
the beginning or end of the day.

The first pcople we met were two
nice women at Maple Creek enjoying
lunch ncar the stream. They were visit-
ing from their homes in Chicago and
Montana and were doing a trip from
Bridge Creek to Sahale Arm and re-
turning the same way. They picked the
best week of the summer to come out
and enjoy our North Cascades.

We also met a group of three heading
to Stehekin with light packs, and a
single fellow sightseeing, The sightseer
was from Louisiana and was on a cam-

paign to visit all the National Parks,

Mitch’'s car was parked at Rainy Pass
and the plan was for him fo hilchhike
to the Pass. This plan failed. After four
days without the comforts of a shower
and clean clothes, the cars seemed fo
pass him by like he didn’t exist. The
problem was solved when the sightseer
we mct on the trail returned to the
trailhead and gave Mitch a ride back Lo
his car.

I finally was getting out early enough
to stop at Birdsview Burgers for dinner.
I had heard, from a chef friend, that
they madc great burgers. He was right.
We were lucky to get our order in be-
fore the masses arrived. This was a
great wiy to end a wonderful adventure.
1 was sorry to even think aboul return-
ing to work the next day and leave be-
hind the best weather of the summer.

A

Mike Torck lives and works in Se-
attle. He has been exploring the
backecountry for maore than 20 years.
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BOB MCBRIDE

A Tour of the Eastern Islands

—A SUMMER KAYAK TRIP FROM ANACORTES—

Three of us in single kayaks took off
from the beach just to the west of the
ferry terminal in Anacortes that pro-
vides service to Guemes Island. It was
about 11am on August 9, 1999, We
headed across Guemes Channel. The
current at the west entrance to Guemes
Channel was just starting to flood.

We paddled to the southwest corner
of Guemes Island on our way to Straw-
berry Island. As we approached the
southern tip of Cypress Island we en-
countered the flood starting up Belling-
ham Channel,

We rounded the southern tip of Cy-
press and caught the flood going up
Rosario Strait. We landed on (Le south-
east lip of Strawbciry Island around
1330. The beach is rocky and the kay-
aks need 10 be put up on the shore to
prevent waves caused by passing ships
from reaching the kayaks.

Kayaks can be landed on the south-
west edge of the island but the beach is
very small and rocky. There are three
campsites and a trail that leads ta dif-
lerent parts of the island.

We left at 11am on the 10th ta go to
Pelican Beach on Cypress Island. This

was 2 hours past the peak ebb of 2 4.3
knot current, We took off in the fog
heading for Strawberry Bay on Cypress.

After reaching Cypress, we headed
up the western shore catching the back
eddies and rounded the northern tip of
Cypress Island. Wt arrived at Pelican
Beach at around 12:30, We were very
surprised to see two trucks parked on
the beach,

A new composling toilet was being
built, aloeng with boardwalks. The con-
struction weuld be completed by Sep-
tember. We took a hike up to the top of
Eagle CIiff. This is a great place to
walch the selling sun and the boats on
Rosario Strait. We watched an Outward
Bound boat come across the Strait.
They took awhile to get across because
of the current and lack of wind. It is
about a 2 mile hike from Pelican Beach
to Eagle ClilT and back.

When we got back to Pelican Beach
there were 39 people camped on the
beach. This is a very popular place to
camp, to say the least.

The next day we hiked to Eagle Har-
bor and explored an old homestead at
the head of the harbor. There are some
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hiked up to Reed Lake
and waltched the
dragon flies. There is
a trail from Reed
Lake to Cypress Head.
The hike from Cy-
press Head to Eagle
CIliff would be about
3'% milcs one way.
Tonight there were
only 11 people camnp-
ing at Pclican Beach,
On Thursday the
12th, we set out from
Pelican Beach ina
northeast direction at
11:30 to go to Sinclair
Island, up around the
west edpge and across
to the campsite on the
southeast cnd of

L Samisn Bay

Lummi Island. We saw some sca lons
on the rocks by Boulder Reef We had
no wind and somne current assisting us
and we arrived at the campsite at about
12:30.

The beach is rocky at low tide and is
well protected. There are 6 campsites
and the siles are well maintained. We
cnjoyed a good view of Bellingham
which is only about 6 miles from the
campsite. There were only 2 other kay-
akers at this site, We awakened to a
wet camp sinee it had rained most of
the night,

On Friday, 13 August, we put in at
0730 to go back to Anacortes. We
paddled from Lummi to the east side
of Vendovi Island. We saw some orcas
just to the northwest of Vendovi, We
cnjoyed viewing them for about 30
minutes. From there we went east of
Jack Island and Janded on Guemes for
a stretch.

We paddled out to Saddlebag where
we saw onc kayaker who was just leav-
ing. He was the only one camped on
the island. We left Saddlebag Island
and went past the southeast point on
Guemes and headed for Anacories. We
caught a good curreni assist and were
back to our starting point by 1200. We
had a great trip.

For planning purposes, we used
waterproof chart 43 San Juan Island,
Washburne’s Tables by Randal Wash-
burne and compuler printouts of cur-
rents for;

L. Guemes Channel west entrance.

2. Strawberry Island, .8 mile west of,

3. Peapod Light, 1.2 miles south of,

4. Sinclair Island Light .6 mile

southcast of.

5. Sinclair Island, 1 mile northeast of.

6. Towhead Island, 4 mile east of

We also had a VHF radio and were
able to gel weather updates daily.
&

Bob McHride, of Silverdale, is a
member of the Olympic Kayak Club.
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KATHE STANNESS and
ARCHIE WRIGHT

Day-hiking in Utah

—ARCHIE AND HIS FRIENDS HAVE AN ADVENTURE—

Way back in the summer of 1981,
Archie Wright led a group of Moun-
taineer Naturalists on a weck-long
backpack on the Chelan Summit trail.
We became friends and even now many
years later plan day hikes, motel trips,
car camps and backpacks so we can
continue to get together,

Dwight Riggs organized some hikes
for April 1997 and several members of
“Archie's Gang” were off to Utah to
explore Canyon Coundry.

Both Archie and I share story-(elling
on this trip.

DAY ONE

Kathe: Organizing for car camping
{with motorhome back-up), day hiking
and sight-seeing took some doing as [
needed to fit all into the airline’s rules
for baggage. Managed to get it togcther
and met Elaine and Gunnar for a 5am
taxi ride to the airport.

We picked up the van in Salt Lake
City (a plain city surrounded by gor-
geous snow-dusted mountains), collect-
ed Archie and Pam from another flight
and were on our way to meet Dwight
whao was bringing his matorhome from
Tucson.

Made some major grocery store pur-

Archie and Fam, near Deer Creek.

Kathe, Pam, Gunnar, Elaine, and Archie.

chases in Spanish Forks on the way to
Boulder and the Anasazi State Park to
our camping place down a dirt road,

DAY TWOQ

Archie: We were supposed to break
into twa groups for cooking. I drew two
ladies because I had a strong camp
stave. At the first grocery shopping
stop among other things I bought pan-
cake flour, butler, and syrup. 1 was
struck by an idea, For the first morn-
ing, I fixed pancakes for all of us, and
they enjoyed it. So Lhe small-group
cooking [ell by the wayside, and cook-
ing and cating was done by all together,

Kathe: Had a brand new tent to set
up and admire, so did that while Archie
made pancakes for us all. Decided to
get the travel kinks oul by walking the
dry creek bed from camp. What a
flawer display among 1he boulders and
sand! The sun and warm weather felt
50 gaod to my tired-of-winter body. The
rocks and clifls were a swirling mass of
color in many fantastic shapes.

DAY THREE
Kathe: We all piled into Dwight’s
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Jjeep and drove through speclacular
Longs Canyon—a place of neck-break-
ing views up the towering, colorful
walls. A short walk up some rocks toak
us to Strike Valley Overlook and views
that went on forever to distant misty
mountains,

Alter driving a road only for intrepid
and experienced 4-wheclers we walked
up an old wagon road to a conple of

stonc arches and morce fantastic flowcers.

DAY FOUR

Kathe: Visited the Anasazi Muscum
which has both indaor exhibits and out-
door displays af pit living and walls.
It’s a small musewn but whets the ap-
petile to lcarn more about this vanished
group of people.

A pretty drive took us to the Calf
Creck recreation area which is an oasis
of plant life in the desert. A hike along
the canyon floor led to an awesame
waterfalls and views of ancient food
cache siles high up on the steep walls,

DAY FIVE
Kathe: Packed up in the morning
and drove across Capitol Reef (need
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another trip 1o sce that arca of fantastic
rock) to Goblin Valley, Sct up tents in
an arca protected by eerie rock forma-
tions, but with the comforts of real
bathrooms and showersl

DAY SIX

Kathe: This day began with cooler
temperatures so we looked forward to
canyon hiking through some gorgeous
painted rocks and strange channels cut
by water.

Archie: My buddies walked up Wild
Horse Canyon. I stayed in the van,
napped, ate lunch, got tired of waiting,
walked slowly to meet my fellow hik-
ers, Got tired, turned around and start-
¢d back. Inadvertently took a branch
canyon.

Kathe: When we returned 1o the van
Archie was not there. An aficrnoon of
scarching and waiting ensued. On top
of this a horrendous thunder, light-
ning and rain storm moved {lrough
the area drenching us all and dropping
the temperature,

Avrchie; Finally realived it was the
wrong canyor, turned around and

T e

i T =
Arch in the "arch

:" Calf Creek Canyon,

Evening in Goblin Valley,

headed back. Heard a faint shout in the
distance and shouted back.

It secms my buddies were concerned
about me and sent out a
scarch party. They had
driven a 4-wheel drive ve-
hicle up the main canyon
and gave me a ride back to
Jjoin my buddies. I really ap-
preciated the ride—I was
getting pretly tired.

Kathe; Eventually the lost
was found by the S&R folks.
The storm had battered

Archie’s borrowed tent but
my new little Walrus stood
up very well and didn’t
leak a drop.

DAY SEVEN

Kathe; A wild wind
storm blew through the gob-
ling during the night conjur-
ing up images of dancing
monsters.

Archic: The Search &
Rescue people were quite
concerned when I said a
mix-up with the doctor put
me in this country without
mny most important prescrip-
tion, S0 we went (o the town
of Pricc and got a refill.

Kathe: Had a non-hiking
day visiting a couple of in-
teresting museums about
early history of Utah.

Kathe .S‘mnness.

ltm»he' Srdnness

Again the stars were out in such
wondrous profusion that I couldn’t find
familiar constellations.

DAY EIGHT

Kathe: Explored the trails of Goblin
Valley in and out and around the weird
formations. Found one that reminded
me of fang sitting in blankets at a foot-
ball game.

Archie: Next day my Norvase hadn't
taken hold completely, so I stayed in
camp and wrote letters,

Kathe: Returned in the evening to
watch the light play over the rocky val-
ley floor but the wind was too chilly to
remain very lang.

DAY NINE

Kathe: Drove back to Salt Lake
City, turned in the van and headed
home. Tt was quite an adventure for
Archie’s Gang.

None of us can give enough thanks
to the Rangers, State Troopers and
Search & Rescue folks who turned out
to help us on that horribly stormy day
in Southern Utah.

A

Kathe Stanness, of Marysville, is
temporarily living and working in
Cleveland.

Archie Wright, of Bellingham, has
been a member of The Mountaineers
Jor more than 20 years.
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User Fee Report to Congress

—CONGRESS WILL WORK THIS YEAR TO MAKE FEES PERMANENT—

Here are excerpts from the recently-re-
leased report to Congress on the Rec-
reational Fee Demonstration Program.
Space prevents printing the entire docu-
ment. The excerpts are taken from the
Executive Summary.

... As of September 30, 1999, there
werc 100 National Park Service demon-
stration projects, 87 US Fish and Wild-
life Service projects, 95 Bureau of Land
Management projccts, and 81 Forest
Service projects.

The agencies collected $176.4 million
in revenues from all Recreational Fee
Demonstration Projects during FY 1999,
an increase of $12.2 million, or 7.4
percent, over the previous year. In three
years, the agencics doubled their an-
nual recrealion fee revenues over levels
that cxisted before the program began.

While revenues have continued to
grow under the Recreational Fee Dem-
onstration Program, they grew al a
much slower rate in FY 1999 than in
first two vears of the program.

Total revenues from recreation fees
increased from $93.3 million in FY
1996 to $147.2 million in FY 1997,
$180.2 million in FY 1998, and $193.2
million in FY 1999, of which $176.4
million was generated under the Recre-
ational Fee Demonstration Program.

Fulure revenue increases are likely o
be relatively smaller, but additional
revenucs are still possible as the agen-
cies implement the program more effi-
ciently, and as they implement their
full complement of 100 projects each.

Visilation to recreation sites partici-
pating in the Recreational Fee Detmon-
stration Program continues to appear
unaflected in any significant way by the
new fees. Visitation at Recreational Fee
Demeonstration Program sites has re-
mained relatively constant.

The vse of Lhe new revenues varies
from agency to agency. The National
Park Secrvice uses 1he new revenucs to
address priority needs in maintenance,
infrastructure, and resource manage-
ment, and 1o enhance visitor services,
The US Fish and Wildlife Service uses

the funds to improve visitor services
and facilities, such as boat docks and
ramps, auta tour routes, information
kiosks, exhibits, signs, brochures, and
trail guides, and to reduce the mainte-
nance backlog. The Burcau of Land
Management is improving camp-
grounds, parking areas, visitor services,
site access, safety and health services,
and environmental protection. The
Forest Service is using the funds to pro-
vide quality rcereation settings, reduce
maintcnance backlogs, and provide en-
hanced public services.

... There is a necessary and predict-
able lag between the colleclion of fee
revenues and the expenditurc of those
revenucs on priorty needs, in part 10
allow the agencies to make wise deci-
sions regarding the expenditure of funds.

All-agencies arc moving morc quick-
ly to put the recreation fee revenues 1o
work. Obligations in FY 1999 by the
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau
of Land Management and Forest Ser-
vice were greater than the fecs they col-
lected during the previous year.

The relative cost of fee collection
varies widely from site 10 sile, depend-
ing on factors such as the absolute
number of visitors, reimoleness of the
fee collection site, the distribution of
visitors over time, the need for capital
expenditures, the [ee colleclion method
employed, and whether fees had been
collected at the site previously.

Overall, the cast of fee collection for
the four agencies, as a percent of rev-
cnues, increased slightly between FY
1998 and FY 1999, from 17.9 percent
to 21 percent. Fee collection costs rose
glightly for the National Park Service,
Bureau of Land Management, and For-
est Service, and dropped substantially
far the US Fish and Wildlife Service,
from 39.8 percent of revenues in FY
1998 to 18.2 pereent in FY 1999,

Public acceptance of the fec program
remains high, All four agencies have
cowmpleted at least one survey of visi-
tors. When asked what they thought of
the level of fee or fees they had to pay,
visitor respondents saying the level is
“about right” or “'too low” was 83 per-

cent in 1997 and 89 percent in 1999 at
National Park Service siles, 92 percent
on US Fish and Wildlife Service sites,
and 90 percent on Burean of Land
Managerent sifes.

Tn a Forest Service survey, 77 percent
of comment card respondents said the
valuc of the recreation opportunily and
services was equal to or greater than
the fee they were asked to pay.

Some issnes continue to affect the
implementation of the Recreational
Fec Demonstration Program. These
include:

- Pricing of National Recreation
Passes. Congress set the price of the
new National Parks Pass at $50. The
agencies have taken steps to increasc
the price of the Golden Eagle passport
from $50 to §63, so that its price re-
flects its relative value. Because pur-
chasers of the National Parks Pass may
wish also to use a national pass at sites
of the other agencies, a $15 “upgrade
stamp” will be offered that effectively
converts their pass to a Golden Eagle.

s Need for Long-term Authorization.
During FY 2000, the Administration
will work with Congress to develop
permanent legislation that can be
implemented when authorization for
the current Recreational Fee Demon-
stration Program expires.

«+ Innovation and Coordination. Dur-
ing FY 1999, the agencics reviewed all
Recrcational Fee Demonstration Pro-
gram sites, identified arcas that have
the greatcst potential for reciprocal ar-
rangements and other forms of fee co-
operation, and in some cases brought
aboul constructive changes at the local
level.

Ed. note: Al press time, details of
the new, improved Trail Park Pass
were unavailable. P&F will continue
our coverage of the User Fee pro-
gram next month, with information
about the new Trail Park Pass (pro-
vided it is available}, and three
good ideas for what YOU can do to
show your disapproval (or approval,
if that applies).
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PANORA_MA NEWS FROM ALL OVER

MAILBOX LOGGING—The DNR
has sold a 34-acre timber sale north of
the start of the Mailbox Peak trail
(Middle Fork Snoqualmie), The
“Hardley Mailbox™ sale is located in
the southwest quarter of the northwest
fquarter of Section 21. You can’t miss it
as the sale is adjacent to the access road
one walks from the parking lot to the
traithead (road G100),

Logging started last summer but
was suspended, per contracl, on Novem-
ber 1. Logging can resume on June 1.
The good news is that the DNR has ac-
knowledged the user-built Mailbox trail
and taken into account (he recreation
aspect of the area in the logging plan,
The trail’s location next to the stream
course at the start has also provided
some prolection from the axe,

Ma barvesting can occur after 6pm
daily nor at all on weekends or holi-
days. I was allowed to pass during the
week prior 1o 6pm though it took some
work crawling through the [allen (im-
ber across the road —Don Goodman,
Bellevue.

GIFT TO PARK —After P&P reader
Dix Liddle died recently, his son Alan
donated the land his father left him to
Mount Rainier National Park, Alan
wanted to make sure the spot would not
be developed.

The land, 12% acres, is lacated at
the southwest entrance to MRNP, Dix
bought the land in the 1930s.

MAN SURVIVES AVALANCHE—
A Bellingham man, Scott Vorrath, was
filining snowboarders in the backcoun-
try at Mount Baker in January when a
cornice broke and triggered an ava-
lanche. ;

He was carried about half a mile and
1000 vertical fect in a matter of sec-
onds. The slide tossed him over two
cliffs and through trees, breaking his
leg, scratching an eye, and causing a
compression fracture of his back. Afler
being completely buried during the
avalanche, he ended up on the surface
with his head exposed.

His friends culled for help and start-
ed to dig him oul. He was airlifted out
by helicapter.

HARD WINTER-—Wildlife in Bella
Coola is having a diflicult winter. After
nine grizzlies were shot (sce January,
page 29) for trying to find food in cab-

ins (their normal food, salmon, did not
appear in sufficient numbers), a cougar
was killed.

The congar incident occurred at the
end of January, The cat killed a dog in
a back yard and an afficial hunter was
assigned to kill the cat. The cat jumped
the hunter instead, A resident was able
to shoot the cougar as it chewed on the
hunter’s head and neck.

The scrawny cat was measured at 6
feet long and only 80 pounds. The
hunter, recovering in a hospital, said he
had never seen a ycar with as many
cougar “problems” as this one in his 34
years of tracking. He thinks that be-
cause cougars arc not able to find deer,
their normal food, this year they are re-
sorting to hunting smaller animals and
domestic pets for food.

OLYMPIC COAST CLEAN-UP—
Volunteers from throughout Western
Washington will converge on Olympic
National Park beaches Saturday, April
29, to remove years of accumulated ma-
rine debris washed up on these remote
shores, Recause of their remoteness,
many beaches have never had a thor-
ough beach clean up before.

Volunteers are urged to form teams
or act individually, select a beach and
register their participation by April 18.

During the clean-up volunteers will
record data about the debris. The infor-
mation will provide a snapshat record
of the coast and help identify sources of
the debris. The data will be used for
aceanographic rescarch by the Olympic
Coast National Marine Sanctuary,
Olympic National Park and University
of Washington Department of Zoology.

For more information, contact:

Jan Klippert

14036 Meridian Ave N

Seattle WA 98133

206-364-26389

jpklippert@acl.com

(Ed. Nate: Clean-up organizer Jan
Klippert told us that the response from
Pd&P readers has been great! Thank
you!)

OUR WHALES ON THE MOVE—
On January 29, researchers from the
Monterey Bay Whale Watch identified
a group of unfamiliar orcas foraging
and feeding on fishstock in Monterey
Bay. Later photo ID work confirmed
that at least 35 of these orcas where
members of the resident K and L pods

normally found in Washington and
British Columbia watcrs.

Oddly, there appears to be at least
one unidentifiable orca with the group,
and some researchers arc saying this
whale is possibly an “offshore” orca—a
newer group of orcas that haven’t been
studied or commonly understood be-
causc of their fleeting appearances and
pelagic tendencies.

One certainty about this event is that
the orcas are proving that their behay-
ior is dynamic and unpredictable—and
while it is not unusual for K and L
pods to go “out (0 sea” in wintcr months
(while J pod tends to be seen more
rcgularly in the greater Puget Sound),
little was known about where these
whales foraged while at sea.

Immediate reaction from some is that
the whales are either exploring for new
food sources (due to the depleted salmon
runs in the North Pacific) or, perhaps,
reacting to fears that some of their
numbers may be slowly succumbing to
the accumulated PCBs and other toxins
that has recently been reported to have
been found in these whales.

The implications of this sighting will
not be fully nnderstood until late May,
when K and L pods generally return to
the Northwest. Perhaps these pelagic
journcys and apparent interactions with
“off-shore” orcas is a routine phenom-
enon—one that might not have been
documented well in earlier years,

While some local researchers are
speculaling that these whales “might
not return” to Washington this season,
it is more likely that they will, But we
cannot rule out the probability that a
vanguard of J, K and L pods may be
cxploring a greater range to make up
for local contamination and depleting
food sources. If that is indeed the case,
this could have increasingly negative
impacts on both the local foodwebs and
on the local whale watching industry.
—from information provided by
Michael Kundu of Project Seawolf, PO
Box 987, Marysville WA 98270.

NORTH CASCADES NP BUD-

GET—The performance plan and bud-

get documents for NCNP are now

available for public review.

Highlights include:

o $1.9 million for resource preserva-

tion and management. Park rangers

directly protect both visitors and re-
continued next page



“— KEEPING PACE

NEW KAYAK—Scward Kayaks, made
on Vancouver Island, has a new double
kayak. Naia, Hawaiian for dolphin, of-
fers paddlers a stable double with great
maneuverability on and off the water.

This compact 18-foot kayak is light-
weight for casy loading and unloading
from high vehicle roof racks and has a
beam of 30 inches for a solid initial
stability. Available in regular or high
volume this multi-purpose kayak also
has a large rear hatch opening for easy
loading. The Naia’s semi-V lull offers
great maneuverability, tracking and has
a good cruising speed whether paddling
tandem ar solo.

You can view this kayak at the Sea-
ward Kayaks websile: <www.seaward
kayaks.com/naia.htm>.

RESCUE RESPONSE AND OUT-
DOOR EDUCATION—Edmonds
Community College offers a Rescuc Re-
sponse and Outdeor Education program.
Many courses have the option for col-
lege credil. Check with your instructor
at the first class mecting. For more in-
formation contact 425-640-1391 visit
the RROE websile at <www.edce. edu/
clfRROE> or send e-mail inquirics to

FACK & PADDLE  MARCH 2000

<rroe@edcc.edu>.

s Basic Navigation—Map and
Compass
Pre-requisites: none. Date: Saturday
April 22. Time: Sam to 4pm. Cost:
$40. Instructor; Rick Hood

Learn to really use a map and compass

as effective navigation tools so when

you are hiking you have a good sense
of where you are, where you want to
go, and the routc choices you have, This
course will take place on campus and
in a nearby wooded park. Compasscs
and maps are available for loan or you
may use your own. A handy ficld-guide
is also included as part of this course.

Dress for a day in a local park,

s Intermediate Navigation Tools—
The GPS and Altimeter
Pre-requisites; Basic Navigation or
the equivalent. Date: Safurday May
13. Time: %amn lo 4pm, Cost; $40.
Instructor: Rick Hood

Learn haw to cffectively add both the

Global Positioning System (GPS) and an

altimeter to your “navigation toolbox.”
When combined with a map and

compass of the area, they form a potent
sct of navigational tools, However, as
with any tool, one needs relevant in-

EQUIPMENT, RECIPES, TIPS

sight and practice and that is what this
onc-day course will give you, This
course will take place on campus and
in a nearby wooded park. Compasses
und maps are available for loan or you
may usc your own. A handy field-guide
is also included as part of this course.
Dress for a day in a local park.

= Basic Survival

Pre-requisites—none. Date: Saturday

May 20. Time: 9am to 4pm. Cost:

£40. Instructor: Rick Hood.

Learn how to effectively reduce your
chances of being caught unprepared in
the out-of-doors. Learn, too, how to
deul better with the unexpected and
what to do and how to do it should an
accident or bad weather thrust you into
a survival situation. At the end of the
day, you will have real-world insight
and practice with rescue shelter, signal-
ing, and scenarios.

This course is for anyone venturing
beyond a local park. This course will
take place on campus and in a nearby
wooded park. All course-specific mate-
rials are available on loan. A handy
field-guide is also included as part of
this course. Dress appropriately for an
afterncon in the field.

PANORAMA

eontinued from previous page

sources (wildlife, historic structures,
forests, archeological sites, ete.). Re-
search helps park wanagement deler-
mine the best means of preserving park
resources. Specialists ensure compli-
ance with laws designed (o prescrye
these natural and cultural resources.

» 30.74 million o address visitor ser-
vices, Al visilor centers and ilirough a
variety of media, visitors to North Cas-
cades can reccive information to plan
their park visit and to learn about the
park. They can-also altend informative
programs about the park and [nd facili-
ties well designed to provide for their
enjoyinent of the arca.

» $1.78 million for facility operations
and maintenance. The purk’s infra-
struciure includes roads, campgrounds,
visilor cenlers, support facilitics, and an
exlensive nelwork of trails. Separate
from the park’s base operating budget,
North Cascades competed successhully
for over $0.4 million in fee revenues

generated elsewhere in the National
Park system, Over several years, these
funds are rehabilitating park facilitics
such as trails and backcountry and
{rontcountry campsites.

e $0.63 million for park administra-
tion. Management of the park complex
is based at its headquarters in Scdro-
Woolley. Expenditures support day-to-
dav and long-terin management, over-
sight of concession and permittee op-
eralions in the park, repair of parkwide
functions such as the radio system, and
more.

In addilion to its base budget, North
Cascades will expend $0.66 million to
repair roads, buildings and historic
structures in the national park and the
two adjacent national rccreation arcas.

A copy of the park’s complete annual
performance plan, prepared in accor-
dance with the “Government Perfor-
mance and Results Act (GPRA).” is
available by wriling to

Superintendent, NCNP

2105 Highway 20

Sedro-Woolley WA 98284,

PASSAGES NORTHWEST—TPas-
sages Northwest offers week-long sum-
mer cxpedilions for girls. The programs
consist of backpacking, sca kayaking
and rock climbing. A two-week [cader-
ship course is new for this surnmer.

The organization also offers other
programs for girls, including after-
school climbing at Vertical World, and
a spring break expedition on a 6 1-foot
sailbaat.

In addition, paddle outings are
scheduled for mothers (or ather female
mentors) and daughters. Seminars,
oufings and rcireats arc planncd for
wanicn over 21

Tuition is charged for each activity,
and scholarships arc availablc.

To find out morc about Passages
Northwaest, attend the Open House at the
Jpm. You will be able to meet the staff
and see a presentalion about the pro-
grams. To request a course catalog or
for more information, call 206-286-
8601, or web site:

<WWw.passagesnw.org>.



~ EDITOR’S JOURNAL

Crossing Ellen Creek on a log; near Rialts
Beach, Olympic National Park.

FROM THE MATLBOX—“In recent
issues T really enjoyed the history of
the Red Barn, Sasha, the Wonderland
Trail (we’ve done 63 miles so far), -
your visit to the Pasayten, and the
kayak trips to Blake Island and the BC
coast.”—Bellevye

“Love your magazine! Trip reports
by real people, not super-hikers, so 1
am inspired rather than discouraged.”
—Seattle

“MacFarlane’s Mount Hood rescuc
story (February, page 20) was [ascinat-
ing and very instructive.”—Hood River

WHAT TIIOSE NUMBERS MEAN
—There is a way to tell when your
subscription to Pd:P expires. Here’s the
secret:

Look at your mailing label. The top
line consists of a series of numbers
(some of you may have letters also; ig-
nore these). The first set of four num-
bers is your subscriber number, The
second set of four numbers is your ex-
piration date: the first two numbers are
the last two digits of the year; the sec-
ond two nuinbers are the month.

For example, if the numbers read

ooo1 o012
You are our very first subscriber (TG
of Skyway) and your subscription ex-
pires in 2000, December issue, If the
numbers read

0350 0101
then you are VB/MA, and your sub-
scription expires in 2001, January issue.

We always send a renewal form (just
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one), then a notice with your last issue.
Finally, Yellow Cat will send you a post-
card as a reminder,

MISSING ISSUES—“It is February 8,
and I have not yet received my copy of
the February 2000 Pack & Paddle,”
writes a distraughi reader, “If this were
Newsweek, Scicntific American, etc., it
wouldn’t matter; but this is PACK &
FADDLE, thus it matters. T always look
forward to the end of the month, know-
ing my next P&P will be there.”

It happens occasionally that a copy is
sucked into the Postal Service’s black
hole. We’ll gladly send a replacement
—just give us a buzz by c-mail or phone.

FEES—The Report to Congress on
page 28 mentions that agencics have
conducted surveys that indicate accep-
tance by the general public of the fees.

They surc haven’t asked me or doz-
cns of other hikers who attended the
user fee meelings last fall!

WHALES—Lee and I arc taking a
great class al the Scattle Aquarium on
“Natural History of Puget Sound,” It's
kind of an introduction to an introduc-
tion to marine biology.

At the most recent class, our instruc-
tor Buzz Shaw _covered the life cycle of
salmon, and also marine mammals. It
was here we heard the strange news
that our very own K and L pods, the
orcas who are normally resident in the
San Juans, have been positively identi-
fied in Monterey Bay, California.

More information about their travels
15 on page 29.

COVER PHOTO—Professional pho-
tographer Darryl Lloyd sent along
details of his cover photo this month
that other photograplicrs may be inter-
ested in,

“I used a Nikon F3 with a Sigina
24-70 lens and Provia 100 film. Nao tri-
pod, bul uscd crossed ski poles,” Darryl
says. “Then I scanned the color slide
with my Nikon L2000, mads it *gray-
scale’ with Photoshop, then printed it
on my Epson Stylus Photo 1200, 1 love
all this new technology!”

METHOW TAXI—Lee and 1 enjoyed
our brief encounter with Johany
Haase, the owner/operator of the new
Methow Valley trailhead taxi service,

Mountain Transporter.

Johnny knows the valley very well—
he’s lived there all his life. He told us
he works in real estate and has enjoyed
it, but is ready o try something new.

The valley is definitely ready for a
shuttle service, in our opinion, and we
think Mountain Transporter is a great
addition ¢o the scrvices the Methow
Valley offers its visitors. Johnny plans
to offer sunmer trailheads shuttles
also. You can pick up a flyer at most
valley stores and inns, or call 509-996-
TAXT (R294),

FRIENDLY FACES—As Lee and I
were coming out of the Duck Brand
bakery in Winthrop with walnut-raisin
cinnamon rolls for the road, we ran
smack inlo Denny and Marilyn

(¥ Callaghan, former Edmonds resi-
dents wha retired 1o Winthrop a few
years ago. They had stopped in town
after a morning of skiing.

Denny was one of the original mem-
bers of the steering committee that
formed WTA in the Red Barn days, A
veterinarian, he was a favorite with the
resident cats, Marilyn was also a Red
Barn volunieer for a time,

Living in Winthrop, they are able to
ski any time the mood strikes, which is
frequently.

JUST MISSED—It turns out that VB
and MA were in Winthrop at the same
time we were. We probably drove over
Stevens Pass right behind their car. [
am amazed how many times we come
this elose 1o meeting P&P readers,

It’s always fun when the stars line up
Jjust right, and we run into old and new
[riends.

See you in the backcountry,

Ann Marshall



GREEN TRAILS
PIAFT2S
Explore your world
in 15 minuies

ONE CF THE TEM
ESSENILALS FOR:

Hikers

Find Green Trails Maps at
the best outdoor, sporting
goods, bool, and map
stores throughout the
Pacific Northwest.

Call 1-800-762-MAPS
for the store nearest you.

The Index lists all trips and trails for
the past year, and also lists titles of
feature articles and itemns of interest
hy subject. The index is FREFE,
but stamps {33 cents) and
self-addressed long envelopes are
always appreciated.

Mail, phone, or e-mail requests to:

Pack & Paddle Index
'O Box 1063
Port Orchard WA 98366

360-871-1862
ycat@packandpaddlemagazine.cam
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348pp. in 4 parts (1985)

Northwest Press,

Mount RAINIER
The Stevens and Van Trump Ascent of 1870

Lvidence that Stevens and Van Trump did not reach the summir of Columbia Crest in
1870, and cannot be credited wich the firsr cnmplr.re. ascent of Mounr Rainier, Th&}'
“stole” the ascent fram Edmund Coleman (who originated, organized, and provisioned the
party), nbandoned him, and then demeaned him in their published accounts of the ascent.

$20 (plus $1.72 WA sales tax, postpaid )

P. O. Box 3983, Seartle, WA 98124

Qutdoor
Recreation
Information

Center

books, maps,
and infarmation

222 Yale Ave
Seattle WA 98121
206-470-4060
(secand tloor of

Mazama Country Inn

Have it All!

€ross Country Skiing
§ki Shop ® Rentals ® Lessons
Sanna © Outdoor Hot Tub
Ski Trails at Our Doorstep
1-800-843-7951

Ve, g
51k lw
WWW.MazZamac (untryimm. com

Pack & Paddle’s 1999 Index ready!

the REI building)
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